
A Study of the Book of Job: When Bad Things Happen to God’s People 

Lesson 4: Job’s Complaint (Chapter 3) 

Chapter 3 can be divided into three sections: 1-10, 11-19, 2-26. As we read, let’s find a theme for each. 

Ch. 3:1-10 

1.) v. 1: after this – How much time do you think has passed since Job was first physically afflicted? 

(cf. 2:13, 7:3) How might this color our understanding of what follows?   

[Weeks and months have passed. Job may have initially hoped that his suffering would pass quickly and 

he would have a speedy recovery. When this did not prove the case, it’s easier to understand how his 

initially triumphant tone was softened (but not disappeared) as constant physical pain wore on his body, 

emotions, and soul.] 

2.) What is the relationship between the body and soul (cf. as needed Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7; Ps. 

38:8; 2 Corinthians 1:8-9)? When does that union begin (cf. Psalm 51:5)? How does this 

understanding help us better empathize with brothers and sisters who are enduring (constant 

and/or prolonged) suffering? 

[The soul is spirit that animates the body; it is our ego/center of consciousness. God has designed these 

two parts of us to be interdependent, so that changes in the one can affect the other (cf. Psalm 32 “when 

I kept silent… strength sapped heat of summer”). It’s a union that begins at conception. We are not robots… 

faith can be severely tested and muted in physical trials.] 

 

3.) What repeat phrase or idea marks this section? What theme could we apply to these verses? 

 

[“May the (day of my birth)… perish/darkness/blackness/curse… Imprecatory (asking God to curse 

something or someone).] 

 

4.) v. 8: Leviathon – a huge and ferocious sea creature that we will meet again in Job 42, an 

example of chiastic (a balanced “X-shaped”) structure in the book.  

 

5.) In these verses Job curses the day of his birth. Is that the same as cursing God who had given 

him his life and brought him thus far?  

[Job is speaking these words in despair, out of the pain of his suffering (cf. v. 10 ‘did not hide trouble from 

my eyes’). He wishes he had never been, which is not the same as wanting to take one’s own life. He still 

leaves that up to God.] 

 

Ch. 3:11-19 

1.) What repeat word or idea marks this section? What theme could we apply to these verses? 

[Here Job keeps asking “why?”—a question of lament, wishing/wondering things weren’t different. Why 

if he had to be born he hadn’t perished immediately afterwards.] 

 

  

2.) v. 12: knees to receive me – In ancient times it was customary for a father to place a newborn 

on his knees to show that he had accepted the child as his own.  



3.) Do verses 13-19 teach that there is spiritual peace for the wicked after death? If not, what are 

these words expressing?  

[Job is saying that if he had died as an infant he would not be experiencing the PHYSICAL trouble he was 

now experiencing. Death is a rest from physical suffering and labor, but not suffering of spirit for the 

unbelieving (cf. the rich man and Lazarus). He also maintains that the grave is the great equalizer (v. 19).] 

 

Ch. 3:20-26 

 

1.)  What repeat word or idea marks this section? What theme could we apply to these verses? 

[Similar to the previous section, Job asks “why?” but in this case the questions are much deeper: questions 

of cause, why is life prolonged for those in misery. Human reason has no answer to these questions. A 

section of confusion. In Chapters 1 and 2 Job had accepted trouble/evil from God although he did not 

understand God’s reason for sending it. Now his patience is wearing down. A Christian should be always 

ready to die but not eagerly desire for it. Should any trial make us rely on the Lord more completely, it has 

done us GOOD. We are saints and sinners at the same time.]  

 

2.) v. 25 – “What I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded has happened to me.” Explain these 

desperate words. 

 

3.) What would you say to a suffering Christian who is expressing thoughts similar to Job in this 

chapter?   

[Give them the benefit of the doubt and assume that they are just venting their frustration (i.e. don’t rush 

to judgment/accuse them of having lost all faith and trust in God should they say something rash). Remind 

them of God’s constant love and care. He has led you this far (sometimes through far worse), he is not 

going to leave you until he leads you home. Remind them that God must have a purpose for them still—

else would be home with him (share hope, love, truth with family/friends/staff; opportunity for friends and 

others to care for you, grow in compassion… at the same time God has ways that are so far beyond us!] 

4.) Despite his despair and lamenting, what hadn’t Job yet succumbed to that Satan said he 

would?  

[He had not cursed God and renounced God as his own or himself as God’s.] 


