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A Note From Pastor... 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

Scripture repeatedly talks about believers being a family. 
  “Let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
  belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:10). 
  “Love the family of believers” (1 Peter 2:17). 
 “Both the one who makes people holy and those who are 
  made holy are of the same family” (Hebrews 2:11). 

The Holy Spirit is not sloppy with his words. If he repeatedly says that we 
are all brothers and sisters, it is because he wants us to think of one anoth-
er and treat one another as kin. 
Why? God knows that to face life in this broken world, we need Christian 
community. We need that support, guidance, and encouragement. We 
should view church not just as a place where we go to praise Christ and 
listen to his Word. It is home. It is a safe place we gather with our spiritual 
family. It is a small taste of what life will be like when we get to our real 
home in heaven. 
On Sunday, November 3rd, we celebrate Welcome Home Sunday. Our 
hope is to have our entire church family—100% of our members—
come to either the 8:30 or 11:00 worship that day. Yes, that presents 
some logistical challenges. Parking and seating may be tight. But Welcome 
Home Sunday will also be extremely uplifting! It will be wonderful to wor-
ship in a packed house. It will provide opportunities for members of our 
Christian family to reconnect with one another. And it will give our broth-
er, Jesus, the chance to knit us together into the community he wants us to 
be.   
After the 11:00 service we will have a potluck lunch with the main 
course catered in.  If you would like to bring a favorite side dish or des-
sert to share that would be much appreciated!  In the meantime a signup 
sheet will be posted in the back of the fellowship hall.   
What would it be like if every single member showed up, and we all wor-
shiped Jesus as one big family in his house? Let’s find out! Set aside No-
vember 3rd and join us at 8:30 or 11:00.  
 

Yours in our crucified and ascended Brother,  
Pastor Brian Roloff 
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This Month’s Preview... 

Want to go for a bike ride? Join us on our 2nd annual bike ride/ 
pancake breakfast the morning of Saturday, September 21st. Sign up 
on the Group Life board if you’re interested! 

Fall Worship & Sunday School Schedule Times:  
 Sunday Morning Services 8:30 and 11:00 am 
 Sunday School and Catechism / Bible Class 9:45 am / 10:00 am 
 Monday Worship 7:00 pm 
 Wednesday Night Bible Study/Choir 7:00 pm 

JOIN THE CHOIR! Ascension’s choir begins practice has begun. Join us 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 if you like to sing, we would love to have you join 
us. No previous choir experience is required, just a desire to praise the 
Lord in song.  Please see Susan Decker if you have any questions. 

Sisters In Sharing: September our women’s small group ministry 
resumes. The goal of this ministry is to strengthen our faith, deepen 
our relationships with one another and have some fun doing so. 

Starting September 11 @ 9:30am in the teen room. We will start with the 
study on the book of Mark.  Please see Melody Buskirk with any questions.  

Coming to Ascension this September - Our giving is an act of 
worship that shows the trust, honor, love, and gratitude we have 
for what Christ has done for us. On September 22nd we will 

begin a stewardship emphasis called 10 for 10, focusing our hearts on returning 
to God of our treasures. During this time we will have three weeks of encourage-
ment in special worship services and Bible studies followed by a challenge to in-
crease our offerings for 10 weeks. More info will be coming your way soon!  

New Mover Ridealong with Pastor: Each month teams from As-
cension visit new movers to introduce ourselves as a gospel-focused 
congregation where the Bible is taught as God’s Word.  We also give 
them a welcome bag with some info on our church and preschool.  If 

you're interested in experiencing such visits firsthand (without having to say any-
thing until you’re comfortable), please contact Pastor.  

Subsplash Giving Changeover: With the transition to our updated 
website and the production of our forthcoming mobile app, our 
online/electronic giving needs to be changed over from Give+ to Sub-
splash Giving by the middle of September. If you are currently giving 
electronically through Give+ please cancel your giving and reenroll at 

https://secure.subsplash.com/ui/access/ZJJGFB/. All offerings through Give+ will 
be disabled September 10th. See Pastor, Jeff Siewert, or Eric Fehlhaber if you have 
any questions. 

https://secure.subsplash.com/ui/access/ZJJGFB/
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From Mrs. Melott... 

   We are off to a great start in the 4 & 5 day class!  This year we have 16 students in 
our class, and they are full of energy and ready to learn! 
   We have been focusing on God’s beautiful creation, and we’re amazed that God created 
the world in only six days. We are also amazed that He did it using just His words and 
almighty power. We thank God for our beautiful world by taking good care of it. 
   Our theme for the first week is Humpty Dumpty. We had fun putting hard boiled eggs in 
bags with cotton balls, beans, tissues and rocks. Next we made predictions and dropped 
the bags to see if the eggs would crack. We were practicing being scientists. We also en-
joyed painting with eggs. 
   We will be working on recognizing our letters and their sounds, and our numbers as we 
get ready for kindergarten. There is so much to learn now that we’re 4 and 5, and we’re 
so excited about it all! 
   Mark your calendars to help with our Preschool Fall Festival on October 26th 
from 10 – 11:30 AM. We will need volunteers to help run games, help with art activities 
and help with cookie decorating. We will also be asking for donations for our Bake Sale 
going on at the same time. Last year was the first year we did this and it was a huge suc-
cess.  Look for more information to follow in the future. 

From Mrs. Tripp... 

   The first days of preschool bring some smiles and some tears. It has taken a team of 
helpers to comfort and make these children feel at home. I’m grateful for Melanie and 
Emily Buskirk and their kind ways of comforting these children. These initial days are 
full of learning about the expectations and routines of school. Finding their name tags on 
their cubbies and backpack hooks, jump starts the learning process as soon as they walk 
into school. It’s always amazing to me how much these children are absorbing and learn-
ing.   
   We began our year with both classes exploring the theme “All About Me”. We have dis-
cussed how God has made us all different, but also alike in so many ways. All the children 
drew a self-portrait after talking about our different body parts. The Pre-K class made a 
graph to depict the number of boys vs. girls in our class.   
   The Bible stories taught at the beginning of the year include God Made Me and God 
Made the World. The children understand that God made the world through only speak-
ing the words. They learn from the beginning that the Bible is God’s word and we believe 
what it tells us. Most importantly it tells us, that we are loved by Him.   
   I’m looking forward to a wonderful year, sharing the grace and love that God gives us 
with these children and their families! 



The Church of Scientology teaches that people are basically good, that their 
capabilities are unlimited, and those capabilities can be realized. People 
can also achieve new, higher states of awareness and ability. Scientology 
claims that the secrets to this higher knowledge can only be found in their 
church through a process they call “auditing.” 
 

Seems strange? But honestly, a cultic religion that encourages you to look 
within yourself for more knowledge can really satisfy an itch. Who doesn’t 
feel they need more knowledge? And how about being able to pat yourself 
on the back for pursuing it and supposedly finding that knowledge within 
yourself? That’s pretty appealing to the human heart. 
 

But God’s Word sounds much different than L. Ron Hubbard, who au-
thored the book that has become Scientology’s bible. God says people are 
not basically good, that people’s natural capabilities are limited to sinning 
and rebelling against God. As a result, God says all people are the same: 
“There is no one who understands, no one who seeks God…The way of 
peace they do not know” (Romans 3:11,17). 
 

God is right! Not L. Ron Hubbard! Need proof? Think about Adam and Eve 
when they pursued more knowledge on their own apart from God. They 
rejected God’s Word and sinned. Look at what their own inner pursuit of 
knowledge got them and us! A world infected by sin so badly that every-
one eventually dies. 
 

Jesus knows we all lack knowledge, and he wants to fill that void. He does 
so not by telling us to find it inside ourselves, but by telling us to look out-
side ourselves. We find knowledge in the Bible. Through his Word, God 
makes us wise; he gives us insight and understanding. (See Psalm 119:98-
100.) That’s because God’s Word gives us knowledge that we can’t find or 
discover anywhere else. 
 

The Bible tells about Jesus. It tells how wide, long, high, and deep Jesus’ 
love is for people. That love drove Jesus to come to this world, bear the sin 
of every person, die on a cross, and suffer the eternal punishment for all 
sins. That’s love—love so amazing that God declares that your sins are for-
given because of Jesus. That’s love—love so beyond understanding that 
Jesus, the righteous one, should die for the unrighteous. But he did! That’s 
why the apostle Paul says that “this love surpasses knowledge” (Ephesians 
3:19). In Jesus’ love for you, you have everything you truly need to know, 
both now and forever. 

I NEED MORE … 
I Need More… KNOWLEDGE 
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