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In Scripture, periods of forty often represent times of repentance and
testing. The forty days of Lent, from Ash Wednesday to Easter, are days of
repentance and humility during which we remember what our Lord Jesus
endured to win our salvation.
Scripture is full of images and descriptions of our Savior Jesus as the
warrior who fights and defeats sin, death, and Satan for us. Each of our six
Lenten services will focus on an aspect of our Savior-warrior as he is
promised to us, fights our enemies for us, and triumphs over them for
us. We will worship at 7:00 pm each Wednesday evening with light refreshments following the service.
March 13 – Skirmishes
March 20 – Hidden Warrior
March 27 – Reconnaissance Report: Know Your Enemy
April 3 – The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally—The World
April 10 – The Warrior Rejected by Many Followers

Ascension App Is Here! The app will help us stay connected and up to date on congregational happening and
events. We plan on having more interactive sermons, podcasts, and more! Go to the app stores and download it today! We’ll have “experts” available to answer any questions
or to walk you through the basics and set up of the app.
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Last Month in Review...
THE TALK: Thanks to Patti Reagles, from Christian Family Solutions. We have some resources and fliers available for you on
the welcome table if you were not able to make to this event.

Lenten Meal & Snacks: This Lenten season, members can
sign up in the Fellowship Hall to bring a dessert or snack to
share following Lenten services. There is a signup on our app
in the Volunteer button. Signup anytime, anywhere!

PRESCHOOL & SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION OFFERING
This year our offerings will be supporting Costa Maya Ministries.
You can also check out our mission board in the entrywa. So far
we’ve raised $634.75!
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Treasurer’s Report
.. $ (930)
Offerings ............ $ 185,437
Other Receipts ... $ 85,209
Expenses ............ $ 243,658
.. $ 26,058
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This Month’s Preview...
Food Shelf: From now through Sunday, April 12th, we will gather food items to be donated to Interfaith Food Shelf. Some of their most needed items include:
 Cooking Oil
 Baby wipes
 Canned meat or fish
 Canned fruits
 Paper towels
 Diapers size 5 & 6
& vegetables
 Feminine hygiene
 Pull-ups
 Health snacks
products
 Toilet paper/facial tissue
And as always, they also welcome gifts of dried fruit and beans, canned soups, coffee, toiletries,
dish/laundry soap, cereal, rice and pasta. A table for your gift is set up near the coat area. If you prefer,
you may also contribute to our benevolence fund.

Easter Flower Orders: Easter will soon be here and it's time to place the order for flowers
to decorate Ascension for Easter Sunday. Lynde Greenhouse & Nursery from Maple Grove is
offering the following plants for purchase this year:
Easter Lilies = $8.00 each
Tulips (Purple or Yellow) = $7.50 each
Mums (Purple, Yellow or White) = $8.00 each Hydrangeas (Pink) = $15.00
Pansy Bowl – assorted colors (10”) = $10.00
Pansy Bowl – assorted colors (12”) = $15.00
Please consider ordering plants for Easter - either for yourself or in memory of someone. A sign-up sheet
has been posted in the Fellowship Hall. Please place your money in the envelope provided with the signup sheet when you order. Note the last day to sign-up is Sunday, March 29th. Contact Beth Svendsen if
you have any questions. Thank you.

EASTER Easter Volunteer Sign-up/Breakfast: On Easter Sunday, April 12th, the men of Ascension will again host our annual Easter breakfast. The menu includes blueberry or plain pancakes, breakfast sausages, hard boiled eggs, fresh fruit and beverages. The meal will be
BREAKFAST served from 10 - 11:00 am. Be sure to join us for this time of fellowship. A sign-up sheet volunteers posted in the fellowship hall. There is a signup on our app in the Volunteer button. Signup anytime, anywhere!
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ascensionplymouth/.
Get updates on our building progress!

Special Thanks for the gifts to the
Piano and Chancel Furnishings Funds!
Classic Grand Piano:
Total Donations:

Chancel Furnishings
Fund: Total Donations:

$2,175 of $4,900!

$250 of $13,000!

Initial artistic renderings of the new altar, baptismal font, and lectern have been posted by the building
plans. The design committee has since refined some details and is awaiting updated information.
If you would like to give to either the piano/chancel furnishings fund, please indicate it on the
“other” box of your offering envelope or select “other” and write a note for online giving.
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It’s hard to believe we’re talking about summer already! We are in the process of surveying our preschool families
to see if there is interest in an 8 week summer preschool program. We would like to open this up to 3-5 year olds
in our congregation as well. We are offering a T/TH session from 9 AM – 12 PM OR a T/W/TH session from 9 AM
– 12 PM. If this is something that you would be interested in, you can talk to either Jennifer Tripp or me.

From Mrs. Melott...
This month we have been focusing on Jesus’ miracles. We talked about how Jesus fed
5,000 people, healed ten men with leprosy and raised Jairus’ daughter. Through these
miracles we are reminded of God’s almighty power. We know that God uses his almighty power to help us with our troubles, and because of this we want to thank and
praise him every day. The children are reminded that they show their thanks through their
kind thoughts, words, actions and prayers. I see a lot of this happening in my classroom, which
makes me thankful to be teaching in a Christian preschool!
We have been doing a variety of activities to work on our math skills by using dice. This is a simple way to work
on basic addition. The highlight of the month was the 100th day of school! On that day we worked on grouping
items in sets of 10, and learned that 10 sets of 10 equal 100. We also learned that 100 pieces of snack food wasn’t
very much to feed 17 children. We had fun taking 100 steps, and being quiet for 100 seconds. We also saw how
many times we could write our names in 100 seconds. The day ended with a 100th day cake.
On February 11th & 12th we enjoyed breakfast and chapel with the parents. Pastor reminded everyone of the
importance of prayer. Afterward, the parents helped their children decorate their valentine bags. We have parent
chapel days three times during the school year. We also did our valentine exchange on the same day.
I would like to thank the preschool families and the congregation for their donations to our pajama collection. We received 82 pajama’s in a good variety of sizes, and many children will be very happy! What a wonderful
way to show our love to those in need!
We would like to invite you to hear the 4 & 5 year olds sing at the 8:30 AM service on March 22nd.

From Mrs. Tripp...
Fairytales, Transportation and Rhyming along with Jesus Loves Me were the themes
this February. Jesus Loves Me, is one of my favorite themes to teach. How comforting it
is to know that Jesus loves me all the time, even when I do bad things! We hosted a parent chapel the week of Valentine’s Day. Parents and their children enjoyed breakfast
treats and then Pastor Roloff shared God’s word with the families.
The Three Billy Goats and Goldilocks fairytales had the students thinking about small, medium
and large. During our transportation unit, while exploring the use of a ramp, the students concluded that things
will roll down the ramp if they have wheels or are round. Creating tinfoil boats brought all kinds of theories on
why a boat sinks. Learning through play, makes learning so much fun!
The children listened to the Bible stories: Only One Man Says Thank You, The Parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus Rides into Jerusalem, Jesus’ Last Supper with his Disciples, and Zacchaeus. In the story of Jesus’ last supper
with his disciples the children learned how Jesus washed his disciples’ feet to show them he loved them, and then
instructed them to go and do as he did. We talked about how this was a custom back then, and then had a wonderful discussion on how we can show love to people today. The students had ideas like: give hugs, pick up toys, give
kisses etc. One student however, went home and told his parents about what Jesus did. The next week his mom
sent pictures of him washing the feet of his parents, and then his brother washing his feet! It touched my heart so
much that I just had to share it with the other parents. I think we should all think about how we can show more
love to each other!
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FAVORITE
Bible Verses
The Great Exchange
This year in our monthly articles we are considering favorite verses from
the Bible.
This month’s favorite Bible verse is: Isaiah 53:5
“He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his
wounds we are healed.”
Life is filled with exchanges. Employees exchange forty hours for a
paycheck. Fans exchange forty dollars for a seat at the game (and then exchange another ten dollars for a hotdog and drink)! Every day we exchange time, money, effort, and emotion for what we hope brings us joy,
peace, and satisfaction.
The Bible speaks about exchanges, too. It says that God does not want us to
have any sin. In fact, he says that if we do sin, we cannot live with him because he is a sinless, holy God. Sin is so serious to God that he pronounces
the death penalty for anyone who sins. He says, “The wages of sin is
death” (Romans 6:23) and “The soul who sins is the one who will
die” (Ezekiel 18:20). So, who can ever hope to stand in God’s presence and
enjoy his favor? For try as we might, we are not perfect. Sinful thoughts,
words, and acts clutter our lives.
There is good news, however. In love for us, God made an exchange. Instead of holding us under his judgment for all our wrongdoing, he placed
his Son under judgment instead of us. The Bible is speaking about Jesus
when it says, “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and
by his wounds we are healed.”
That is a great exchange! Jesus came and exchanged his life for ours. Our
transgressions (times when we fail to live according to God’s holy will)
were taken away when Jesus was pierced on the cross. Our iniquities (all
the things we think or do that don’t measure up to God’s perfect will) were
taken away when Jesus was crushed in death. Our punishment was paid
for by Jesus.
Through Jesus you have peace with God. Through his wounds you are given life with God. Through Jesus you are forgiven and loved by God. Yes,
you! God chose to make that exchange for you.
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