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Last Month in Review...
The Annual Ladies’ Christmas gathering Thanks: is to all
those who came together on the 17th. It was a wonderful night
with food, songs, and praise. Thanks to those who donated money
to help one of our families. Praise to God of the blessings of
friendship and generosity.
Baptism of Levin Dapra Schrader: We rejoice with the
family of Roger and Lyn Schrader at the baptism of their son,
Levin. May the Lord keep Levin in his baptismal grace his
whole life through.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!
DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE FAITH, In 2018,
God’s grace opened the door to an unprecedented mission opportunity for
our synod. The communist Vietnamese government invited WELS to build
a theological education facility in the capital city of Hanoi. WELS members
and congregations quickly responded with their prayers and financial
gifts. God blessed this opportunity and moved hearts to contribute more
than $2 million to cover the land purchase, construction expenses, and
two years of operational costs. And this is just the beginning. There are
more than 120,000 members of the Hmong Fellowship Church and 2 million Hmong people throughout Southeast Asia. Imagine what the Holy
Spirit can accomplish through the 2,800+ pastors and leaders who will be
equipped to share the truth of God’s grace with their Hmong brothers and
sisters. Rejoice with us as we watch the Holy Spirit change earthly lives
and open the door to eternal life for our Hmong brothers and sisters on
the other side of the world! - WELS WORLD MISSIONS

PRESCHOOL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION OFFERING
This year our offerings will be supporting Costa Maya Ministries in Mahahual, Mexico. We will be receiving regular updates
throughout the year. You can also check out our mission board
in the entryway or go to costamayaministries.org for more information. So far we’ve raised $446.11!
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This Month’s Preview...
Stay

NEW Sunday Morning Bible Study for 2020 – Christian Decision Making: Eve-

ry day we are forced to make countless decisions. Some of them are seemingly insignificant (e.g. should I order the pepperoni pizza or the supreme?). Others can change the
Word
course of our whole lives (e.g. should I go ahead with this business merger or not?). As
children of God we exist to glorify him in every area of our life, including our decisions. Sometimes
God’s will for us is obvious, sometimes it isn’t, sometimes he gives us freedom, but true wisdom is
found in being able to tell the difference. Join us in the New Year as we go to God’s Word for guidance
on how to make god-pleasing decisions.
in the

New Member Welcome! Corey is from Newfolden, MN. He enjoys sports, video games,
music and movies. Check out the slides to learn more about him in the fellowship hall. Please
introduce yourself to him if you haven’t meet him.

Preschool Registration: Registration opens to our members and current preschool families starting Monday, January 6th. Information can be found on our website at:
http://www.ascensionplymouth.com/preschool-home. If you have any further questions you
may contact our preschool director Tammy Melott at tmelott@ascensionplymouth.com or
talk to her at church. Our Preschool Open House is on January 12th, from 1:00-2:30 pm and that is
when we will begin accepting public registrations.

Let’s Go Tubing! Group Life Ministry invites you to participate in snow tubing on Saturday, January 25th at 1:00 PM at the Elm Creek Park Reserve (12400 James
Deane Pkwy, Maple Grove, MN). The cost is $15 per person for two hours and $3
for each additional hour. Riders must be at least 4 years old or 36 inches
tall to participate. A sign up sheet has been posted if you are interested in participating.

Building Expansion Progress: The building is coming along
inside and out. Neither snow, rain or cold will slow them down.
Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ascensionplymouth/.
Wall came down to double our sanctuary size on December 26th

WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership: WELS Congregational Services will host the first WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership at the Sheraton Grand in Chicago, Ill., Jan. 21-23. Learn more or register at lutheranleadership.com.
WELS Special Ministries: Are here to help equip churches and individuals to
serve in love. The Special Ministries umbrella covers eight specialized areas, but the
opportunities to put love in action are countless. Learn about the many ways WELS
Special Ministries can help you serve those around you at wels.net/special-ministries.
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From Mrs. Melott...
It certainly has been a busy month in the Pre-K classroom! The highlight of the month was
performing our Christmas program for our family and friends. The children did such a wonderful job sharing the news of Jesus’ birth through word and song. For me personally, that is
the highlight of my year as well! I am so blessed to be teaching at a Lutheran preschool where I
get the privilege of sharing God’s Word with little children and their families every day, and watching their faith grow as the year goes on.
Another highlight of the month was our gingerbread theme. We had fun playing with gingerbread
playdough and cloud dough. We also did an experiment where we predicted how long it would
take for a gingerbread cookie to dissolve in water. Three children predicted correctly, it only took
two minutes! We reviewed our numbers by looking at the number on a gingerbread house and putting that many candies on it. We also did some gingerbread graphing, rhyming and beginning sounds
activities. We ended the theme with two very exciting activities. First we got to make gingerbread houses with our parents
using milk cartons, graham crackers, frosting and various candies. Each one turned out super cute! Finally, we got to decorate and eat a real gingerbread cookie. We thought they were spicy but super yummy! To see pictures of our gingerbread
activities and our Christmas program, you can go to our Face book page. Be sure to like us and share with your friends so we
can get the word out to the community about our preschool.
On January 12th we will be having an Open House from 1 – 2:30 PM. This is when registration will open up to the community
for the 2020-2021 school year. If members of the congregation are interested in registering for our preschool, you can do so
starting January 6th. Our class offerings are as follows: T/TH 3 year old class 9 AM – 12 PM and 12:30 PM – 3:30 PM, M/W/
F 4 year old class 9 AM– 12 PM, M-TH 9 AM – 1 PM and M-F 9 AM – 1 PM. We also offer before school care from 8 – 9 AM, and
after school care from 12 – 5 PM. If you have any questions please feel free to talk to me at church or email me at
tmelott@ascensionplymouth.com.
May God grant you a blessed Christmas and New Year!

From Mrs. Tripp...
The season of Advent helps prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of our Savior. We have
been preparing our hearts with Bible stories and decking the halls with handmade Christmas
decorations. The children helped decorate our Christmas tree and our Christmas craft projects
adorn the halls and classroom.
This month the preschool students have listened to Bible stories including, Mary’s visit from an
angel, the birth of Jesus, the angels bring good news to the shepherds, and the wise men find Jesus. They know the story well. The students were able to “read” the pictures of my children’s Bible to me, telling me the story of God’s love for us. Sending his son to be born into this world to be
our Savior is the true meaning of Christmas and the best Christmas gift.
Of course in December, we couldn’t go without exploring gingerbread. We did so many things with gingerbread. We did math with gingerbread board games, counted candies to put on a gingerbread house and made our very
own gingerbread house out of paper and stickers. Our literacy focus had us thinking about the different versions of The Gingerbread Man. Of course, we had to eat gingerbread men. One student said, “this is the best cookie I’ve ever eaten!”
Both classes presented programs to their parents and grandparents. The preschoolers presented a program with scripture
passages and songs. The pre-k class presented: Let’s Get Our Tree Ready, Let’s Get Our Heart Ready. The final days before
break we celebrated with a Happy Birthday Jesus party! It brings me so much joy to be a part of these programs and to watch
these students share the good news of our Savior’s birth with their parents and grandparents.
Merry Christmas and God’s blessings to all!
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FAVORITE
Bible Verses
Unchanging Hope for an Ever-changing World
This year in our monthly articles we are considering favorite verses from the Bible.
This month’s favorite Bible verse is: Hebrews 13:8

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

As one year ends and another begins, columnists and commentators look
back at the previous year. What changed? What stayed the same? Whose
passing did we mourn? Whose new arrival did we celebrate?
At the same time, we make predictions about the coming year. What will the
new year hold? What will change? What will stay the same?
As fun and exciting as it may be to reminisce about the past and dream about
the future, it can also be a little sad and scary. Things will likely never be what
they used to be. Loved ones who have passed away don’t come back. Jobs
that are lost seldom reappear quickly. Even when broken dreams and broken
relationships are repaired, they rarely return to their former glory. Many
times our experiences in an ever-changing world are difficult.
Yet we sometimes look at our lives and see a need for change. Many of us
make New Year’s resolutions: “I’m going to exercise more and eat less.” “I’m
going to save more and spend less.” “I’m going to love more and hate less.”
But too often, our good intentions disappear, and only poor excuses remain.
No matter what (or who) changes from one year to the next, there is one who
never changes—Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He always exists, from before
time, throughout the course of time, and at the end of time for eternity. Jesus
loved you before you were born. He loves you today, and he will always love
you.
That’s what Christmas is all about. Jesus loved you so much that he wanted
you to experience his unchanging love forever. So he came into the world to
live up to God’s perfect demands in your place. He took the punishment for
your imperfection and gave you the reward for his perfection. That reward is
an eternity far away from this world’s sorrows and disappointments—the unchanging peace and joy of a place called heaven.
Jesus—the same yesterday, today, and forever—promises to be with us, love
us, care for us, and give perfect peace with God to all who trust in him. Only
Jesus offers unchanging hope to an ever-changing world.
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