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PRESCHOOL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION OFFERING 
This year our offerings will be supporting Costa Maya Ministries 
in Mahahual, Mexico. You can also check out our mission board 
in the entryway or go to costamayaministries.org for more infor-
mation.  So far we’ve raised $499.26!  

Family Literacy Night Thanks: Was on Thurs., Jan 30th. 
Thanks to all who came and enjoyed the afternoon. If you haven’t 
done so we would appreciated any feed back you have on this 
event so that we can improve the our services. 

Sunday Worship Survey - God-willing we will be mov-
ing into our new sanctuary in March. One of the original 
goals of this expansion was grow in unity by enabling our 
whole congregation to worship together in one ser-

vice. Thus, the worship committee is gathering congregational input as to 
what our new Sunday schedule should be. This survey will remain open 
until February 9th. We welcome your feedback!    --Worship Committee 

   In Scripture, periods of forty often represent times of repentance and 
testing.  The forty days of Lent, from Ash Wednesday to Easter, are days of 
repentance and humility during which we remember what our Lord Jesus 
endured to win our salvation. 
   Scripture is full of images and descriptions of our Savior Jesus as the 
warrior who fights and defeats sin, death, and Satan for us. Each of our six 
Lenten services will focus on an aspect of our Savior-warrior as he is 
promised to us, fights our enemies for us, and triumphs over them for 
us. We will worship at 7:00 pm each Wednesday evening with light refresh-
ments following the service.   

Ash Wednesday, February 26 – The Promised Warrior 
March 13 – Skirmishes 
March 20 – Hidden Warrior 
March 27 – Reconnaissance Report: Know Your Enemy 
April 3 – The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally—The World 
April 10 – The Warrior Rejected by Many Followers 

https://costamayaministries.org/
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This Month’s Preview... 

Volunteer at Second Harvest: We will meet to package food for our com-
munity on Tuesday, February 4th from 6:00-8:00pm. This is a great oppor-

tunity so serve as a family, or invite a group of friends to join you. Only 2 more spots are available on 
the sign up sheet. Please plan to meet at Second Harvest Heartland. 

Youth Dodgeball: All Ascension youth grades 6 - 12 are invited to join us for a 
fun-filled afternoon of dodgeball action at St. Croix Lutheran Academy on February 
23rd. We'll enjoy pizza & pop before heading out.  See Pastor with any questions. 

THE TALK: We will hosting a Community Health presentation on Thursday, 
Feb. 20th 6:30-7:30. Patti Reagles, a Licensed Independent Clinical Social 
Worker with Christian Family Solutions, will be presenting on the difficulties 

of talking with ageing parents about the realities of the future. This seminar will addresses how to ap-
proach adult parents and present them with options for handling their future health care, lifestyle and 
financial decisions. Refreshments will be served and free childcare provided upon request. 

Choir Practice Change Ash Wednesday through Lent: With Lent fast approaching 
choir will be moving practices to 6:15 - 6:45pm starting February 26th. Please note that the 
changes are updated on our calendar. 

Ice Skating: Group Life Ministry invites you to enjoy ice skating on Saturday, February 22nd 
at 6:00 PM at the Central Park of Maple Grove (12000 Central Park Way, Maple Grove, MN).  
The LED lit refrigerated ice loop is 20 feet wide and 810 feet long, designed for leisure skat-
ing (no hockey sticks or pucks). Skating is free and skate rental is available for $6.00 or feel 

free to bring your own skates. A sign up sheet has been posted on the Group Life bulletin board if you 
are interested in participating.   

Special Gifts Needed for Piano Fund or Chancel Furnishings:  
Because our current piano is starting to show its age and is becoming less effective in ac-
companying choir and worship. The worship committee investigated several different 
options (new/used, electric/acoustic) and decided that a new classic grand piano would 
best suit our needs. We have a piano fund established, but approximately $4900  more is 
needed to cover the purchase of the piano.  
 

Initial rendering of the new altar, baptismal font, and lectern have been posted. The de-
sign committee hopes these will beautify the sanctuary and communicate the centrality of 
Word and Sacrament in our worship. We will be finalizing the details of these pieces in  
the coming weeks. The estimated cost of construction and shipping is $13,000.  
 

If you would like to give to either the piano or chancel furnishings fund, please indicate it on 
the “other” box of your offering envelope or select “other” and write a note for online giving.  

Quarterly Voters’ Update: A meeting is scheduled for February 9th between worship ser-
vices which will include an update on the building project and ministry updates from our el-
ders. Please mark your calendars. 
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From Mrs. Melott... 

From Mrs. Tripp... 

   Happy New Year! Mrs. Melott’s class is back into the swing of it after a two week 
Christmas vacation. We started this month talking about how Jesus showed us the 
importance of baptism by being baptized himself. We learned how a pastor baptizes 
infants-adults, and what happens when someone is baptized. I told the children that 
it’s an important day to remember every year, just like their birthday. After discussing the 
baptism of Jesus, we saw how Jesus called his 12 disciples to preach and teach with 
him. The children learned that they are not too young to be Jesus’ disciples as well. They 
have the good news that Jesus died and rose again, and they can share that news with 
others. Finally, we started talking about some of the miracles Jesus performed. Through 
these miracles Jesus showed that he was not just an ordinary man, but he was the Son of 
God. How thankful we are to know that Jesus is the Son of God who died and rose again for us! 
   The children have also been working on counting by 10’s using dimes. We count by 5’s and 10’s eve-
ry morning using a chart that we are filling out until the 100th day of school. Once we reach the 100th day, we have 
a celebration day. We have also been playing store and using dimes to buy items from our friends, this is a great 
hands-on way to learn how to count by 10’s as well. In our literacy activities we have been focusing on our left 
and right. We have also done an activity called write the room to review our letters. I place cards around the 
room with the upper and lower case letters on them, and the children go around and write them on their sheet of 
paper. The children love to practice writing their letters in this way. 
   Our theme for this month has been winter. We made melting snowmen with shaving cream and glue, colored 
snowflakes with coffee filters and colored ice cubes, a Snowmen at Night class book and snowmen pictures with 
crayons, glue and Epsom salt. The children really liked how their pictures sparkled from the salt.   

   January is a month filled with goal setting and great intentions of starting and keep-
ing new habits. For me as a teacher, I want to provide more opportunities to learn 
and through different ways. I want to keep a loving, Christ-centered classroom, where 
my students love to come and learn. Most importantly, to learn about the love their Sav-
ior has for them.   
   The students have had an opportunity to learn math and literacy through the themes of 
Winter, Snowmen, Hot Chocolate and Nursery Rhymes. With the winter theme we deco-
rated our room with icy blue paper chains and snowflakes. The students practiced a varie-
ty of different patterns with pattern strips and snap cubes. When exploring snowmen we 
thought about small, medium and large. We enjoyed hot chocolate with our favorite toppings 
and graphed them.  The students painted with hot chocolate and made their own paper hot chocolate mugs.  
Nursery rhymes encouraged us to sing, and have many different occasions to practice rhyming. Rhyming is an im-
portant part of early childhood literacy. When children learn to rhyme they are learning an important pre-reading 
skill that provides steps to learning the sounds that make up words. 
   Along with the math and literacy skills the students were learning, they learned about the love their Savior has 
for them and how he showed this love by helping others.  They learned about the boy Jesus learning in the temple, 
Jesus’ baptism.  The stories of the Good Samaritan, and the Prodigal son.  We began the stories of Jesus’ miracles 
including Jesus healing the ten lepers, Jesus raising Jairus’ daughter from the dead and Jesus feeding the 5,000.   
   I look forward to another year of sharing God’s love and peace with my students and their families.   
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More Than Mere Roses 

This year in our monthly articles we are considering favorite verses from the Bible.  
This month’s favorite Bible verse is:  John 3:16. 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” 

“What can I give to prove my love?” 
 
With Valentine’s Day approaching you may want to consider this question. 
Maybe you will give a card—perhaps one that plays a song about love. May-
be you will give flowers—red roses still seem like a good way to say I love 
you. If you’re a romantic, you might plan something special—maybe a can-
dle-lit dinner without the kids or a surprise get-away. 
 
In the Bible, we hear about what God gave to prove his love for us. In the 
book of John it says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” 
 
God didn’t just pick out a cute card or buy some roses for us. To prove his 
love, he gave his Son for us. And the greatness of God’s love is seen in what 
he gave his Son to. When Jesus came to earth, he was given to a world that 
hated him; he was given to humiliation and torture, and ultimately, to death 
on a cross. As a parent, to give my child to suffer all of this is unimaginable. 
It would be nearly impossible to give so much for someone else. Can you re-
late? Yet God willingly gave his one and only, dearly loved Son for us. 
 
So why did God do it? Because in the suffering of God’s Son we see the pen-
alty for our sins. God chose to punish his Son instead of us. 
 
God did this to prove his love for you. He loves you so much that he gave his 
Son to die your death. He loves you so much that he will give eternal life to 
you and all who believe. 
 
This Valentine’s Day please reflect on the One who proved his love by giving 
more than mere roses; he gave his Son. 


