
 

~Another Look at the Lessons~ 

Read: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 5-8 

What laws did God give his people? (cf. Exodus 20:1-17; 23:1-19)  What as the purpose of all these laws?  

[God had give his people the 10 Commandments, which summarize the moral law for all people for all time. But the law given to 
Israel included much more, including what we would call civil laws (crime and punishment, legal proceedings) and ceremonial 
laws about how and when to worship (for example the Sabbath and the three annual feasts).]  

What was God’s purpose for giving them all these laws?  

[His intent was not that they would earn God’s favor or salvation by obeying them, rather so that by obeying them they would 

stand out as a righteous and holy people, reflecting the grace, goodness, and righteousness of their holy God. He set his people in 

the middle of the nations, at the cross-roads of the ancient world so that they might be a light to draw the Gentiles to faith. He 

wanted them to let their light shine!] 

Read: Matthew 5:13-16  

How are believers like salt? (Hint: think of the different uses of salt.) (cf. Genesis 18:22-26) 

[Salt is used to enhance flavor and to preserve food (think sausage or jerky). The presence of believers in this world makes this 

sinful wicked place worth preserving a little longer for God. He holds back his wrath against the unbelieving because the prayers 

and good deeds (that his Spirit works in us) all this place to still be “palatable” to him.] 

How are believers like a lamp light?   

[As I said in my children’s devotion we believers are like a lamp in that we don’t come pre-lit.  Instead God must create faith in our 

hearts through baptism and the gospel.  And once that faith is begun he fuels it by the same message. Like a lamp, faith naturally 

shines with love and good deeds.  God wants us to shine for Christ in this dark world so unbelievers see our good deeds and praise 

our heavenly Father and God-willing be drawn to him (that is to prepare their hearts to welcome the proclamation of the gospel).  

But should someone cover up their faith and refuse to submit to its godly impulses, eventually that faith in them will be snuffed 

out.] 

Read: James 2:14-26 (EHV printed in bulletin) 

How would you say to someone who claims to be a Christian but refuses to live a good or godly life?  

[We need to approach them with humility and love, but also serious concern. This is not the time to be timid, especially because 

this person knows better.  Such a person needs to be warned that they are deceiving themselves and their faith is dead. They 

cannot claim to love God and live however their sinful nature pleases—that is no true Christian. Until they repent of their 

lovelessness they are not saved.]   

 

Review the account of God testing Abraham in Genesis 22. Record as many instances as possible of 

Abraham’s faith showing itself in action. When your faith in Jesus prompts you to act in love and faith 

this week, follow and you will be blessed.   

 [Abraham got up early the VERY NEXT DAY and got things ready. (He didn’t say, “I better think about this.”) He got the altar and 

everything ready.  He tied up his son.  He got out the knife and intended to kill his son.] 


