
 

~Another Look at the Lessons~ 

Read: 2 Samuel 11:1-17, 26-27  

Evaluate the following statement: sin often starts small but grows like a snowball rolling downhill.   

[This sorry episode in David’s life is a prime example of this truth. When lust sprang up in David’s heart he gave into it and it took 
control of him. Soon he not only lusted he also brought others (servants) into his awful plan. He raped Bathsheba and got her 
pregnant. Then he tried to deceive Uriah into covering up his sin. But because Uriah was too godly a man David had him killed 
(bringing the whole army in on his murderous plot). The same is often true in our lives. David did nothing wrong in going for a 
walk when he couldn’t sleep, but when he saw Bathsheba, he should have turned away and gone back inside and prayed for 
God’s help against the lust that had sprung up in his heart. He could have confessed his sin to Uriah 1 on 1 when he had the 
chance. Etc  David did none of these and his sin nearly cost him his faith and ruined and shamed many lives and the whole nation.]  

David is often portrayed in Scripture as an ideal believer, who was faithful and zealous for the Lord.  

What does this sordid series of events in David’s life teach us about ourselves?  

[We all have a sinful nature that has no shame, knows no limits, is capable of anything. In short we should never imagine that any 

sin, no matter how vile is too far out of our grasp. We need to be always on our guard and repentant when the inclination to sin 

rises in our hearts… because if not that inclination will manifest itself and turn into worse and worse actions.] 

Read: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8  

Explain the following: God is never satisfied with our current level of sanctification (that is holiness and 

good works in our lives).  

[Here we need to be aware that our justification (God’s grace and love towards us and his declaring us innocent by faith) and our 

sanctification are closely related yet distinct.  Because of what Jesus has done God declares all sins forgiven and the perfection of 

Christ is given to all who believe.  Therefore as viewed in God’s grace we are already totally perfect in God’s sight. However God’s 

grace is never a license for us to become complacent and self-satisfied in our sanctification. (Instead God’s mercy and goodness 

towards us should propel us to strive towards greater holiness out of thanks to the glory of our God.) So we strive towards ever 

increasing holiness, not to make God love us more, but to show that we are already loved.] 

Our sinful world says that sexual immorality is harmless fun. I can do what I want to with my own body. 

How does Paul respond?    

[Sexual immorality shows a lack of self-control. In that case sin and lust are in control in the heart. That is not the way of a believer, 

but an unbeliever (pagans). Sexual immorality inevitably ends up destroying lives and relationships and demeaning/degrading 

others (wronging and taking advantage as Paul says). Lastly, God will punish all such sin and impurity in this life or (if unrepentant) 

certainly in the life to come (see the example of David above or the Israelites who wandered into idol worship and sexual 

immorality). Anyone who claims to be a believer, yet live an unchaste life is rejecting God, who gives the Holy Spirit (and faith), 

and have therefore rejected the true saving faith.] 

Read: Matthew 5:21-37 

How does Jesus exposition of the commandments show that God is equally concerned with the unseen 

attitudes in our hearts as he is with our outward words and actions?  

[The Lord equates anger and ridicule to murder and worthy of hell. He equates lust and masturbation with adultery and if 

unrepentant leading to hell.  He equates an unscriptural divorce with adultery and any kind of unnecessary/headless swearing 

as coming straight from the devil himself. To one degree or another we have all fallen into these sins.  We need a perfect a perfect 

Savior who takes away our sins and washes our hearts clean!]  


