
 

~Another Look at the Lessons~ 

Read: Matthew 2:1-12 

There are so many “unknowns” in this account, details that we wish we knew. At best the student of 

Scripture can only make educated guesses, but even these may not be totally accurate.  How might we 

answer the following:  

 Who were the magi and where did they come from? (cf. Daniel 1:18-20) [The term may refer to 

the class of royal advisors of the Babylonian and later Persian kings, who were wise men, diviners, 

astrologers, etc.). So they may have come from Babylon or Persia or beyond. Not sure.] 

 How might these men have come to know the true God (cf. Daniel 1:18-20; Esther 10) or that this 

special star signified the birth of the King of the Jews (cf. Numbers 24:17)?  [It’s possible that God 

used the witness of Daniel and his friends, and even people like Esther and Mordecai during time 

of Persia to bring high officials to faith in the God of Israel.  The Numbers passage is the only 

prophecy that connects a star to the coming King, but other prophecies from Isaiah speak of the 

Messiah being a light for the nations, etc. ] 

 How many wise men were there? [Bible doesn’t give us a number… uses plural… more than one.]   

Despite all these unknowns, what is meant to be the focus of our attention in this account?  

[That Gentiles (those outside of God’s covenant people) journeyed to worship the King of the Jews, 

thereby showing their faith and that this boy was meant to be the Savior of ALL PEOPLE.] 

Read: Ephesians 3:2-12 

Everyone likes a good mystery.  What is the mystery that Paul is describing here?  

[God had chosen to revealed himself and his will to the Israelites, through whom the Savior/Messiah would come.  For 

this reason he graciously set them apart as his special people.  But as time went on God dropped hints that the Messiah 

was meant to be the Savior of ALL nations/people.] 

Who is responsible for making this mystery known? How is this carried out? 

[God revealed it to the Apostles and NT prophets.  We have their writings, but ultimately it is the blessed responsibility 

of the church = all believers to make this known.  We accomplish this corporate in our congregations/synod by mission 

work, evangelists, new missions, weekly worship, Sunday School, Preschool, VBS, new mover visits; individually 

through our witness to family and coworkers and friends and neighbors.] 

Read: Psalm 72 (EHV Version Used in Bulletin)  

Solomon is cataloging the greatness of the coming King, Jesus Christ.  How does our Savior show himself superior 

to every worldly ruler?  

[He is perfectly righteous and just. He came to save his subjects by offering up himself for our forgiveness and life.  He rules purely 

for the benefit of his subjects—with peace and gentleness through his love and promises and word.  His reign will last forever and 

over all the earth.  NO ONE is excluded from his kingdom based on birth, nationality, location, culture, etc. Now ascended Jesus 

rules over ALL THINGS (all wealth and dominion are his) and when he returns ALL people (those who believe and those who rejected 

him) will bow and worship before him.] 

How do the King’s subjects respond to his benevolent rule?  

[First and foremost with faith in his salvation, with thankfulness, with service and devotion and giving our whole lives (hearts, will, 

possessions, decisions, etc.) into his service. Praying to him. Blessing/praising him. Making his glory known.]  


