
 

~Another Look at the Lessons~ 

Read: Isaiah 9:1-4 

List and describe the ways that sin has darkened life in this world. 

[Answers will vary. Although the things that most immediately come to mind might be physical/material things (i.e. sickness, 
pain, need/want, violence, broken relationships, death), don’t neglect the spiritual darkness that sin brings (unbelief, ignorance 
of God, selfishness, pride, idolatry, etc.)] 

How does God, through Jesus, the Light he has sent into this world, provide us with joy and freedom in 

the midst of the darkness? 

[We have the joy of sins forgiven and peace with God. Being forgiven, our sins can no longer (eternally) harm or control us. We 

are free to live for the Lord.] 

Read: Matthew 4:12-17 

Evaluate: Jesus came to bring light into this world by making it a better place.  

 [Jesus certainly did all that he could to help those in need—healing the sick, comforting the downtrodden and despairing, but our 

reading today shows us that his primary mission was to preach/proclaim the message of law (repent = turn around, turn away 

from your sins) and gospel (which provided the motivation to repent = the kingdom of heaven is near = Jesus was about to fulfill 

all of God’s promises of defeating sin and Satan and crushing death under his feet).] 

Read: 1 John 1:5-10 

What do you think John means when he says that God is light?  How is God’s being light good, and how 

is it a problem for us?  

[That God is light means that he is: pure, glorious, holy, beautiful, true, and life-giving. That is good because we need to share in 

his light—God is what each one of us needs!  That’s a problem for us because God is altogether holy (there is NO darkness in him) 

but we were born sinful, in darkness and unbelief, and even as believers we still have a sinful nature that loves and feels most 

comfortable in the darkness. Thus, by nature we are separated from God.] 

Respond to the following: because have a sinful nature, it’s OK for a Christian to keep on sinning.  

[Nowhere in his Word does God ever condone sin, or give sin a pass. In short sin is never OK with God. The statement above seems 

to be giving up the fight against the sinful nature.  To be sure believers sin often and daily—Luther once said that we are like dull 

axes that can’t help but chop badly—but Jesus has paid the penalty that our sins deserve, so by his grace we will no longer be 

punished by God for them. Yet, God’s forgiveness is never an excuse to sin.  Rather it empowers us to fight against sin in our lives 

so that we don’t (always) obey its desires.] 

According to John what is all included in “walking in the light”?  

[In his description he includes both sanctification and justification (but not in their typical order of justification first, then 

sanctification). Walking in the light includes: (negatively) avoiding the darkness—all things/people/situations that would lead us 

into sin/evil, lies/error, unbelief, etc. and (positively) staying in the light of God’s commands, striving to put to death the sinful 

nature by repentantly obeying his will. Walking in the light also includes confession of sin (acknowledgement of our guilt) and 

receiving God’s repeated washing and forgiving over and over again through the blood of Jesus. This makes us pure and holy in 

God’s sight, so we can be in his light without fear.] 


