
 

 

~Another Look at the Lessons~ 

Read: Isaiah 42:1-7 

In these verses the LORD is speaking to and about the Messiah. How would the Messiah be dependent 

on God?  

[The Messiah would be God’s servant.  He would be sustained by God. He would be filled with the Spirit, called by God 

and taken by the hand.] 

List what would the Spirit-filled Messiah accomplish.  How did Jesus fulfill these qualifications?   

[God would delight in him… a big accomplishment in itself, something that hadn’t happened since sinless Adam and 

Eve. He would bring justice (that is all sin would be punished and paid for and the powerless would be saved) to the 

nations. He would deal gently with the weak in faith. The islands (Gentiles) would put their hope in him.  He would 

bring light to the spiritually and physically blind. Free captives from sin-slavery.] 

Read: Acts 16:16-34 

Where do you see the transforming work of the Holy Spirit in the words, actions, and attitudes of Paul 

and Silas and the jailer during their stay in Philippi? 

[Paul and Silas were doing mission work, proclaiming the gospel… prompted by H.S. Paul mercifully drives out the 

demon. Endured severe beating graciously, even singing hymns and praying to God in middle of night. Speak to 

preserve life of jailer.  Tell him the gospel to save him. // The jailor showed his changed heart by cleaning Paul and 

Silas up, feeding them; his whole family was baptized, and filled with joy.] 

Read: Matthew 3:13-17 (EHV Version Used in Bulletin)  

Imagine you were in John’s sandals.  What reasons could/would you have given for hesitating to baptize Jesus?   

[Jesus didn’t have any sins to be sorry/repent of/need forgiveness for. Jesus was greater, the Son of God himself (he was the boss, 

John the servant so to speak), HE should be baptizing sinners, not a fellow-sinner like John was. All this would rightly make John 

feel unworthy of such an honor.  But this showed that the power of baptism isn’t in the baptizer but in the words and work of 

God.] 

What happened to/for Jesus upon his baptism?  How has God done similar for you?  

[Heaven was opened for him: through baptism heaven is opened to us! The Spirit was imparted to Christ to empower his ministry: 

God gives us his H.S. and faith and spiritual gift(s) at our baptism.  The Father declared Jesus his beloved and pleasing Son; through 

baptism we are adopted into God’s family and clothed in Jesus’ holiness so we can be called forgiven sons and daughters of God.] 

How can you remember and celebrate your baptism this week?  

[Answers will vary.  Perhaps when you wash/shower. Return to baptism every time you sin and need reassurance 

of your forgiveness and being God’s loved child. Ask the Spirit’s help to transform your life into the likeness of 

Christ’s life in his love and proclamation and fighting against sin and temptation etc.]  


