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God’s Word to You
A Summary of the Bible
In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe. This God
created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, in humble
submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled against God
and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our rebellion: physical death
and the wrath of God.
Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and then
giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to rightly
reflect the glory of God.
Then, in the fullness of time, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself came to
renew the world and to restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the law given
to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human rebellion by
His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from the dead.
Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for our
forgiveness. Repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and results
in a life of ongoing transformation.
The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the conquering
King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will escape God’s
judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. God’s message is
the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late. Confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, and you will be saved.
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If you’ve been using The Gospel Project
for any length of time, you know that
every session comes with a “missional
application.” This is our way of asking,
“How does this passage we are studying equip us to live on
mission for God’s kingdom?” Gospel-centeredness is tightly
tied to mission because the gospel is the story of a God with a
missionary heart, a God who loves this world He has created
and desires all to come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). To be
gospel-centered isn’t just about getting the gospel right; it’s
about getting the gospel out. We are to show and share the love
of God.
This volume of The Gospel Project focuses heavily on the
mission efforts of the early Christians. They were filled with
and empowered by the Holy Spirit to go out into the world
and make disciples. We see in these sessions a church on fire
for God and His mission. We meet apostles who grow and
learn how God’s embrace reaches across cultural dividing lines.
We see how the apostles were broken over the lostness they
saw in the world around them but also how they engaged and
confronted with boldness the world’s idolatry by showing the
power and beauty of Jesus. Our prayer is that this volume of
The Gospel Project will increase your confidence and passion in
sharing the gospel. We are sent by God to the world around us.
Let’s not miss one single moment to live on mission and bring
glory to God our Savior!

We believe that the Bible has God for its author;
salvation for its end; and truth, without any
mixture of error, for its matter and that all
Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. To
review LifeWay’s doctrinal guideline, please visit
www.lifeway.com/doctrinalguideline.
All Scripture quotations are taken from the
Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright 2017 by
Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.
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Jesus Comes into the World (Luke)
Jesus Begins His Ministry (Gospels)
Jesus Among the People (Gospels)

Summer 2020 Jesus the Servant

Jesus the Healer (Gospels)
Jesus the Teacher (Gospels)
Jesus the Miracle-Worker (Gospels)

Fall 2020

Jesus the Savior

Jesus and the Kingdom (Gospels)
Jesus the Savior (Gospels)
Jesus the Risen King (Gospels)

Winter 2020-21 The Mission Begins

The Holy Spirit Comes (Acts; Epistles)
Fundamentals of the Faith (Acts; Epistles)
New Life in Christ (Acts; Epistles)

Spring 2021

The Church United

Living Like Jesus (Acts; Hebrews)
The Sent Church (Acts; Epistles)
Don’t Forget (Acts; Epistles)

Summer 2021

All Things New

Paul in Prison (Acts; Epistles)
Facing Adversity (Acts; Epistles)
Jesus Will Come Again (Revelation)
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How to Use The Gospel Project Daily Discipleship Guide

Unit 28, Session 2

Unit 28, Session

2

Empowered by the Holy Spirit
SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Peter and John offered a man who was lame
something better than money—healing and salvation in Jesus.

BACKGROUND PASSAGE: Acts 3:1–4:31

A man was hired to work the overnight shift for a parcel company. In the early morning
hours, he unloaded 18-wheelers full of packages. The location where he trained was
outfitted with electric belts that would send the packages out of the trailer and up to
the next belt to be sorted. Little did he realize how helpful that electric belt was. After
training, he was transferred to his permanent location that was not outfitted with
electric belts. Instead, he and his fellow workers had to haul the boxes out of the trailer
by hand before passing them off to be sorted. Many days he longed to be back at the
state-of-the-art training warehouse, where electric belts made the work so much easier.
When was a time you didn’t realize how helpful something was until it
was gone?

Group Time
Point 1: God’s people have something better to offer the
world (Acts 3:1-7).
1
Now Peter and John were going up to the temple for the time of prayer at three
in the afternoon.
2
A man who was lame from birth was being carried there. He was placed each
day at the temple gate called Beautiful, so that he could beg from those entering the
temple. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter the temple, he asked for money.
4
Peter, along with John, looked straight at him and said, “Look at us.” 5 So he turned
to them, expecting to get something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I don’t have silver
or gold, but what I do have, I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get
up and walk!” 7 Then, taking him by the right hand he raised him up, and at once his
feet and ankles became strong.

Imagine being this man, unable to walk from birth and forced to beg for money from
those who walked by. Would you wonder if God were punishing you? Would you have
any hope of improving your circumstances? Day after day, you would expect ridicule
and pity and hope only for someone’s generosity with silver and gold. But Peter and
John encountered the man with something far better to give—healing in Jesus’ name.
What are some ways the condition of the man who was lame compares
with our sinful state apart from Jesus?

Now put yourself in the shoes of Peter and John
and be encouraged by the power of Jesus working
through His disciples. We probably should not
expect to walk around town healing people, but
we have other Spirit-empowered ways to minister
to the world. And just like Peter and John, we are
all called to minister to the world in the name of
Jesus, watching Him do amazing things through
us as we share His gospel with the world.

Voices from
Church History
“The Spirit-filled life is not
a special, deluxe edition of
Christianity. It is part and
parcel of the total plan of
God for His people.” 1
–A. W. Tozer (1897-1963)

Why should we consider the gospel of Jesus a better gift than silver and
gold, or even a healing?

20

1

Date of My Bible Study:

Unit 28, Session 2

______________________________
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Gather with your group for Bible study and fellowship. Use the
Group Time in your Daily Discipleship Guide to follow along
and participate in the session. Mark up the Scripture passages,
answer the questions, fill in the blanks, do the activities, write out
questions and thoughts—Make this guide yours!

Point 3: God’s people pursue godly living to confirm their
calling (2 Pet. 1:8-11).
8
For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from
being useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 The person
who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and has forgotten the cleansing from
his past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your
calling and election, because if you do these things you will never stumble. 11 For in
this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be
richly provided for you.

When the qualities of God are not reflected in the way someone lives, that person is
sailing through life in a self-inflicted fog of denial. Sailing blind or shortsighted leads to
wrong destinations or even shipwreck. Such is the state of the professing Christian who
has forgotten his or her past forgiveness of sins and now chooses to dive back into them
instead of striving to look like Jesus in every facet of his or her life.
Sanctification: After we are justified by faith, declared to be in right standing
with God through the righteousness of Christ, we undergo a _____________________

My Mission
Because Christ’s righteousness has been credited
to us, we strive to live in heartfelt obedience to
God in order to demonstrate to those around us
the reality of our changed lives in Christ.
• What steps will you take to pursue a
godly life through faith in Jesus Christ?
• What are some ways your group can
seek to hold each other in loving
accountability as you strive to look
more like Jesus together?
• How will you extend the call of Christ
to unbelievers in your life so they can
know and believe in Jesus for salvation
from sin?

Voices from
the Church
“If Christ is the basis of our
salvation, and faith is the
only means for receiving
salvation, then how do our
works fit into the equation?
Instead of seeing our works
as earning salvation, as
other world religions teach,
the Bible teaches that good
works are the evidence
of salvation. Biblical faith
necessarily leads to good
works. In other words,
faith works.” 2
–David Platt

of sanctification where we are continually made more like ____________________
through the work of the _____________ __________________. Sanctification affects the
whole of a person, transforming one’s heart, mind, and _________________________

Notes

to reflect that of Jesus.

God is gracious to allow fruitfulness in our lives to confirm the work that He has
already done in our hearts. Though we may not witness immediate progress (since
growth can be slow), others will be able to attest to God’s imprint on our lives. We can
obtain assurance about our salvation through our desire and efforts toward godliness,
yet we cannot forget that this is made possible by our past forgiveness of sin in Christ. It
is imperative that we still examine ourselves under the light of God’s Word, making sure
our lives match our profession of faith and guarding ourselves from self-deception.
What is the relationship between our salvation and our works?

50
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At the conclusion of the session, use My Mission to respond to
the truths from God’s Word. Choose at least one of the questions
on the page to drive your response in faith, in community, and
in mission for Jesus Christ, the center of God’s Word and our
purpose in life.
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Daily Study

Day 2: Read 2 Peter 1:5-7

Day 1: Read 2 Peter 1:1-4
When a man and woman mutually agree to date for the purpose of getting to know one
another, for a season it could appear that the two are inseparable. Their days are
probably filled with text messages, phone calls, and many dates in between—some
planned, others spontaneous. Whether they like it or not, the two of them occupy one
another’s thoughts for the majority of the day.
Our desire to know more about Jesus should be
similar to this, but greater. Christ is infinitely
glorious—far more radiant, far more gracious,
and far more grand than anything or anyone we
could ever imagine. Thus, we should desire to
search the Scriptures and to pray and commune
with God in order to discover more about Him.
After all, how can we possibly get bored with the
One who is more captivating than anything or
anyone we could every lay our eyes upon? It is by
God’s power that we have this knowledge that
enables a life of godliness. God’s people should
value this knowledge and seek to gain more and
more of it, not just on an intellectual level, which
is certainly important, but on a heart level as well.

Voices from
Church History
“Realize your dignity,
O Christian! Once you have
been made a partaker of the
divine nature, do not return
to your former baseness by a
life unworthy of that dignity.
Remember whose head it
is and whose body of which
you constitute a member!” 3
–Leo the Great (d. 461)

What are some habits or routines you can establish that will help you
seek to know God even when your flesh may not desire Him?

It’s very easy to look past the four small words in verse 5 of this passage—“For this very
reason…” For what reason should the Christian make every effort to supplement their
faith? It’s precisely because God has given us everything we need for life and godliness.
Therefore, we should pursue goodness, knowledge, self-control, endurance, godliness,
brotherly affection, and love.
If someone were to hand you a million dollars, you wouldn’t just leave it on the dining
table without paying your bills. You would use that money gladly in order to fulfill the
rightful purpose money was designed for. How much more should we press into godly
virtues by honoring God with our entire lives? Our godly lives are not just for ourselves
but to show a dying world that God isn’t far off but near to us in Christ.
What godly characteristic do you need to be pursuing, and how will you
do so?

Day 3: Read 2 Peter 1:8-11
Two runners assume their positions for a track race. Both athletes run initially with all
of their might in order to win the race. But one runner gets distracted by the audience
and loses intensity in her stride. Losing focus and momentum, she soon trips over a
shoelace. Because of this series of events, the other runner wins without experiencing
any doubts in her mind.
Peter spoke about a similar scenario in verse 10. As we run the race of the Christian
life, it can become easy to get distracted with various elements of our lives. As a result
of succumbing to distraction, we lose confidence in our race. A lack of assurance about
our standing with God can cause us to retreat from living godly lives. Thankfully,
we can have confidence in our victory if we keep our eyes on Jesus and the salvation
He provided.
How can you strive to live in a godly manner in order to fight doubt and
pursue the assurance the Holy Spirit gives?

52
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During the week following the session, use the five Daily Study
devotions to build on the foundation laid during the “Group Time.”
These devotions will help you get into God’s Word for yourself
and take initiative in your own discipleship. Read the Scriptures,
respond to the questions, and grow in the faith.

Encourage One Another

Day 4: Read 2 Peter 1:12-15
Children often need quite a few reminders: “Don’t forget to clean your room!” “Please
remember to say please and thank you!”
Repetition is invaluable to parents because children easily forget. They become
distracted. They take in so much that they may lose track of what was said to them even
moments prior.
God’s children also need reminders because we easily forget. Similar to Eve, we often
hear what God said but are prone to regurgitate His Word improperly (Gen. 3:2-3)—
sometimes due to ignorance, other times due to rebellion. Peter made it a point in his
letter to remind his readers of the things he mentioned previously, as they are integral to
the Christian’s vitality. Therefore, we also should recognize our own propensity to forget
and thereby respond accordingly by soaking up God’s Word over and over for the rest of
our days.
How can you be intentional about reminding yourself of God’s truth on a
daily basis?

Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
• God’s people pursue godly living through what Jesus has done
(2 Pet. 1:3-4).
• God’s people pursue godly living with effort (2 Pet. 1:5-7).
• God’s people pursue godly living to confirm their calling (2 Pet. 1:8-11).
How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
What is the role of the church in helping believers obtain assurance of
their salvation?
Why should we see the local church as the normal and primary context
for learning what it means to lead a godly life?

Day 5: Read 2 Peter 1:16-21
Peter testified by his very own experience that the prophecies about the Messiah written
all throughout Scripture were fulfilled in Jesus’ life, proving the legitimacy of the gospel.
Peter bore witness in this passage that he, James, and John literally saw the majesty of
Christ firsthand in hearing God the Father affirm the identity of His Son (Matt. 17:1-8;
Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36). Jesus was the Messiah to come who had now come!

Notes

Jesus is Lord, the incarnate Son of God. None of these facts are cleverly contrived
myths. As God the Father instructed the disciples to listen to His Son in the flesh, we
too should listen to the testimony of His Son presented through the divine revelation we
have in the Scriptures.
Why is the eyewitness testimony of the apostles and the early disciples
useful for fighting the doubts we might have about the truthfulness of
the gospel?

54
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Finally, Encourage One Another provides a brief guide for small
groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect
on the session and to share how God is working and they are
responding. Meet up with a group once a week for fellowship,
encouragement in the faith, and mutual accountability.

9
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

Unit 28

The Holy
Spirit Comes
Acts; Epistles

Memory Verse

“His divine power has given us everything required for life and
godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness.”
–2 Peter 1:3
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Unit 28, Session

1

Transformed by the Holy Spirit
SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit to
the disciples, and when He arrived, the Spirit filled them and empowered
them to be Jesus’ witnesses.

BACKGROUND PASSAGE: Acts 2

Imagine a family member who is never grateful for his or her gifts. Perhaps at Christmas
each year this person lets you know it. Sometimes it’s just a shrug—“Hmm. Thanks.”
Other times it’s a direct comment—“You should’ve gotten me such-and-such instead.”
Then, in an effort to finally win this person’s approval, you offer a sentimental gift
based on a shared experience, and the person’s first response is “I don’t understand this.”
Needless to say, such a person’s ungrateful attitude would make Christmas, birthdays,
and similar occasions difficult.
Have you ever given a gift that was not appreciated? How did it make
you feel?

Date of My Bible Study:
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

______________________________
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Group Time
Point 1: T
 he Holy Spirit indwells and fills God’s people
(Acts 2:1-4).
When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all together in one place.
Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled
the whole house where they were staying. 3 They saw tongues like flames of fire that
separated and rested on each one of them. 4 Then they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them.
1

2

When we read Acts 2:1-4, our minds should be drawn immediately to the glorious
truth that God Himself has come to live inside of us in God the Holy Spirit. The
coming of the Spirit is a foretaste of the age to come, what theologians often call the
“already/not yet” expression of God’s kingdom. The Spirit’s dwelling inside believers
marks them as God’s temple, a preview to the world of what new creation life will
be like. Thus, we celebrate the Holy Spirit because He is God living in us, leading us
toward a new eternal city where there is no death, pain, tears, or division (Rev. 21–22).
What are some reasons we might overlook the presence and work of
the Holy Spirit in our lives?
Personality of the Holy Spirit: The Bible not only affirms the full
______________________ of the Holy Spirit but also His ______________________________.
Many people have mistakenly believed that the Spirit is a force or power, not a
person. However, Scripture affirms His personhood by acknowledging that He
is treated as a person, acts like a person, has ______________________ of a person,
and acts in personal ways. In addition to these, the Bible also affirms that
Christians __________________ to Him personally.

So, the Holy Spirit is a gift, but is He optional? Why should we obey the Holy Spirit?
• First, we obey the Holy Spirit because He is God.
• Second, we obey the Holy Spirit because He reminds us of the gospel.
• Third, we obey the Holy Spirit because He has sealed our salvation.
12
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Point 2: The Holy Spirit empowers and emboldens God’s
people (Acts 2:22-24,36-40).
“Fellow Israelites, listen to these words: This Jesus of Nazareth was a man
attested to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you
through him, just as you yourselves know. 23 Though he was delivered up according
to God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless people to nail him to
a cross and kill him. 24 God raised him up, ending the pains of death, because it was
not possible for him to be held by death.
……………………………
36
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”
37
When they heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For
the promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many as
the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other words he testified and strongly urged
them, saying, “Be saved from this corrupt generation!”
22

The gift of the Holy Spirit is the power for our Christian living and our proclamation of
the gospel. Just a few weeks prior to this event, the disciples had abandoned Jesus, and
Peter had denied he ever knew Him (Matt. 26:56,69-74). Now, with the Holy Spirit,
they were boldly proclaiming Jesus as the crucified and resurrected Messiah and Lord.
Why does proclaiming the gospel require boldness from the Holy Spirit?

We know we ought to listen to the Holy Spirit for direction and encouragement, but how?
Many spiritual disciplines could be discussed here, but the primary way the Holy Spirit
speaks to us is through the Scriptures, through which He reminds us of the gospel.
Bible reading is not a “fix-all” for sin and doubt, but the Bible is God’s primary means of
communication through the Holy Spirit so we resist sin and conquer doubt.
Inspiration of Scripture: The inspiration of Scripture was achieved most
often through the supernatural influence of the _______________ __________________
through the personalities of the authors so that their writings can be
considered the very words of _______________.

Unit 28, Session 1
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Point 3: T
 he Holy Spirit works through God’s people to
grow the church (Acts 2:41-47).
So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about three
thousand people were added to them.
42
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread, and to prayer.
43
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and signs were being
performed through the apostles. 44 Now all the believers were together and held all
things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and property and distributed the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting
together in the temple, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food
with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. Every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
41

This new community of faith participated in the
epic story of Jesus in seemingly mundane
ways—a bunch of normal folks, like you and me,
praying, eating, and worshiping together. The
implications of being one body united in Christ
weren’t merely ethereal and otherworldly for the
early Christians—they were visible and tangible
in the Spirit-filled church community. And the
result was the growth of the church.
How does numerical growth in the
church relate to growth in spiritual
health and vitality?

Voices from
the Church
“The Christian’s life in all
its aspects—intellectual
and ethical, devotional
and relational, upsurging
in worship and outgoing in
witness—is supernatural;
only the Spirit can initiate
and sustain it. So apart from
him, not only will there be
no lively believers and no
lively congregations, there
will be no believers and no
congregations at all.” 1
–J. I. Packer

We live in a different context than did the
newly forming church in Jerusalem. But the
key ingredients to church growth haven’t changed; our calling is the same. Like the
early church, we are to love one another (John 13:35), sharing our lives together, and
we are to go make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:18-20), inviting others to join us in the
faith and in our calling to live by and keep in step with the Spirit (Gal. 5:25).
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My Mission
Because the Holy Spirit is changing us to be more like Christ each day, we rely on the
Holy Spirit as we share the gospel, call people to repentance and faith, and live
in community.
• W hat is the Holy Spirit leading you to
believe, confess, or do?
• H
 ow can your group/church embody
the Spirit-directed characteristics of the
early church?
• W here and with whom is the Spirit
leading you to share the message of the
gospel of Jesus Christ?

Voices from
Church History
“For we are not … made
righteous by the doing of
righteous deeds, unless
we deceive ourselves; but
rather—if I may say so—
in becoming and being
righteous people we do
righteous deeds.” 2
–Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Notes
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Daily Study
Day 1: Read Acts 2:1-13
As mentioned in the session, sometimes Christians argue over the role of the Holy
Spirit, particularly in elements of Christian worship such as speaking in tongues.
Interestingly, this “debate” was going on immediately after the Holy Spirit was poured
out on the first Christians. Some onlookers even accused them of being drunk!
While we cannot examine the various views of
spiritual gifts here, it is worth reflecting generally
on our attitude toward those with whom we
disagree, including our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Because none of us are perfect or infallible,
we may disagree about certain interpretations of
Scripture. However, we should all agree that when
the gift of the Holy Spirit is poured out on people,
we should rejoice at God’s work in the world.

Voices from
Church History
“Light cannot be separated
from what it makes visible,
and it is impossible for you to
recognize Christ, the Image
of the invisible God, unless
the Spirit enlightens you.” 3
–Basil of Caesarea
(c. 330-379)

Instead of scoffing at others, like those in the
crowd in this passage, we can rejoice any time
when someone is rejoicing in God for His work in his or her life. We are all prone
toward skepticism and doubt at times, but unlike the scoffers, we should stand ready to
rejoice when the Holy Spirit works in us and in the world.
In what circumstances do you tend toward skepticism when people
praise God for something?
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Day 2: Read Acts 2:14-21
In this passage, Peter somewhat hilariously rebuked the crowd for accusing the new
believers of being drunk—“It’s only 9 a.m.,” he reminded them. However, Peter’s larger
point is clear: This was not some sort of lunacy—this was the work of God.
Quoting Joel 2, Peter told the Jewish onlookers that what they were witnessing was
actually a promise that their God had made long before. If they had ears to hear, they
would know that these languages being spoken served as a sign of God’s promises.
The Jews should’ve been the people most ready to receive this news. After all, this was
a direct prophecy from their Scriptures. But instead, some of them doubted the work
of God in the lives of these early Christians. Peter reminded them that God is always
at work, among every nation, tribe, and tongue, and this is evident if they will only
remember God’s promise through the prophet Joel.
In what ways do you see God at work around you, and how can you join
in His mission?

Day 3: Read Acts 2:22-28
Peter told the crowd here that Jesus was crucified as part of the plan of God, of course,
but that His crucifixion happened at the hands of those who rejected Him. In Scripture,
there is an apparent tension between the sovereignty of God—the fact that He is
all-powerful and in full control over history—and humanity’s responsibility for sin—
the fact that human beings genuinely choose to sin. Ultimately, God is never blamed for
sin and humankind is always responsible for the sin committed.
Peter quoted Psalm 16:8-11 as a way of wisdom: rejoice in Christ and put your hope
in Him. Jesus’ resurrection is the ultimate proof that God kept His promises to save
His people. This was directed at the Jewish scoffers, but it is applicable to all of us. We
should never join those who turn their backs on Christ by “recrucifying the Son of God
and holding him up to contempt” (Heb. 6:6). Rather, we should place our hope in His
promises, receiving the Holy Spirit and listening to His voice.
Christ can’t literally be crucified twice, of course, but how do our sin and
doubt figuratively “recrucify” Him?
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Day 4: Read Acts 2:29-40
This sermon by Peter was the first proclamation of the gospel after Christ’s ascension
into heaven. Peter broke it down for the crowd: Unlike David or any other biblical hero,
Christ died, was buried, resurrected, and ascended to the Father’s right hand. Whatever
or whomever you see as a hero or exalted figure, only Christ is Lord. Therefore,
allegiance to Him, submission to His authority, and the acts of repentance and baptism
are the logical conclusions.
The gift of the Holy Spirit is God’s promise to seal us for salvation and empower us to
live out the gospel. From these first-century Jewish scoffers to your next-door neighbor,
all are called to respond to this proclamation. Indeed, even Christians with the Holy
Spirit’s help are called to remember and live in light of the gospel (John 14:26).
How will you introduce the gospel to someone in your life?

Day 5: Read Acts 2:41-47
After all we’ve read in this session, the culmination of the story is God’s people
believing, embodying, and sharing the gospel. While God did a miraculous work at
Pentecost, He still saves multitudes of people every day all over the globe. We often
pray for “revival,” and rightly so, but sometimes this prayer can downplay the everyday,
seemingly mundane aspects of gospel living.
These people were living, breathing miracles—every one of them transformed by
the power of the Holy Spirit. They had received a gift and rejoiced in it daily. They
worshiped together through believing and proclaiming right doctrine, hanging out
and eating together, serving one another and their neighbors, and joyfully and humbly
walking through the day-to-day grind of life. There was nothing special about these
people other than they had been given the Holy Spirit and were willing to listen to
Him. As each of us receives the Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus, may we do the same.
What are 2-3 aspects of this description of the early church that you can
grow in?
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Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
• The Holy Spirit indwells and fills God’s people (Acts 2:1-4).
• The Holy Spirit empowers and emboldens God’s people
(Acts 2:22-24,36-40).
• The Holy Spirit works through God’s people to grow the church
(Acts 2:41-47).
How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
When do you typically possess your greatest sense of belonging
to a community?
What should it look like to live in the community of the church in the
power of the Holy Spirit?

Notes
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