
First United Methodist Church 
Gainesville, FL 

2023 will be a special year of music at First United Methodist Church. 
Activities and concerts are being planned to celebrate all that we have 
endured, those we have lost, and hope for our future.  We are inviting 
the congregation, friends, and the greater community to join us in the 
celebration. 
 
SING23 has 3 parts: 

 

PART 1 

THE COMMISSION 

Requiem by Heather Sorenson 

Premiere, Spring 2023 

All are welcome to join in the premiere performance 
at First UMC. 

 

PART 2 

THE TOUR 

UK Tour with Choir 

taking the Requiem from Bath to London 

July 9-17, 2023 

Minimum of 30 singers are needed and 
non-singers are also encouraged to join the tour 

 

PART 3 

THE CONCERT SERIES 
a variety of choral and  vocal concerts at First UMC throughout 2023 



PART 1: THE COMMISSION 

Requiem by Heather Sorenson 
Premiere: Spring 2023 

 
 

‘What is’ and ‘Why’ a Requiem? 
 

For many, the term requiem means a “Mass for the Dead.”  A requiem is also an act or token of 
remembrance.  Each year we light candles and ring bells for All Saints Day, Veterans Day, 
Memorial Day, and many other significant moments of remembrance.  Each of these is a 
requiem. 
 

At times it’s difficult to believe we will ever be out of this pandemic.  Just as things start to turn 
the corner, our best plans are dashed.  Yet, as we progress, we discover ways to adapt.  We find 
hope in times to come when we will sing together again.  As we emerge, we need to reflect and 
heal from the collective trauma of this pandemic.  Out of this need to heal was born the idea of 
a Requiem.  The overall concept for this work is that it is not a typical Requiem, but something 
reflective of our current times and how we emerge from it stronger; a Requiem mourning the 
life we left behind, those we have lost, and hope for the new life to come. 
 
 

Who is Heather Sorenson? 
 

 

www.heathersorenson.com (click the link to visit Heather’s website) 
 

Diversity is the characteristic that makes Heather somewhat of an anomaly in the industry, she 
easily maneuvers both the traditional and contemporary genres of Christian music, often 
combining the two for a unique blend that has become her artistic fingerprint. Initially 
recognized for her skill as a pianist, Heather is now known for her compositions in choral 
anthems, solo piano collections, and orchestrations. Her works are performed regularly at 
competitions, concerts, recitals, and churches worldwide.  Over the past several years, Heather 
has appeared multiple times at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, and Constitution Hall in the roles 
of pianist and composer.  
 

http://www.heathersorenson.com/


 
 
Why we chose Heather Sorenson to compose the Requiem.  In brief, her perspective and 
empathy.  Here, in her own words: 
 

“Sometimes the path we’ve been given in life slowly shapes us into a different person - each 
individual step bringing us more into the image of Christ. But then sometimes our path takes 
steep turns- its marks causing us to be almost unrecognizable from the person we were before. 
Like so many of God’s own, I have been deeply etched. I am not the same person I was a few 
years ago. When I see all the marks on my life - places where God deeply cut things out, 
shattered things that I hung onto unwisely, stitched up wounds inflicted by my own error - 
sometimes my "disfigurations" overwhelm me. 
 

I am learning to embrace my marks; you see, every time God’s chisel chips away a part of me, it 
exposes a piece of Christ underneath. The scars that seemed to strip me of my own beauty are 
changing me into a picture of God’s Beautiful Son. And in this light, I am honored to bear God’s 
marks. They have changed my image of God, my relationship with God, and they have changed 
my worship of God.” 
 
 

Total Commission: $15,000 (divided over 4 payments of $3,750.00) 
  



PART 2: THE TRIP 
 

 
 

Michael Ekbladh # 60798  
Wesley Heritage Choral Tour 2023 

July 9 - 17, 2023 
Orlando 

 
Day 1 (SU) July 9 Depart USA 
Your Wesley Heritage Choral program begins as you depart the United States on 
your international flight to London. 

 
Day 2 (MO) July 10 Stonehenge & Bath 
Arrive at the airport where you will be met by your guide who will escort you to your motor 
coach. Depart London for Bath, en route visit the historic Stonehenge. Magnificent and 
mysterious, 5,000 yea -old Stonehenge is Europe’s most famous prehistoric site. Following 
your visit, continue onto Bath, a spa town of Roman origin. Since the first century, the warm 
waters have refreshed and healed. You’ll see the unique Roman baths and enjoy this 
beautiful city of 18th century streets and quaint shops. Visit the preserved Baths and the 
Pump Room, once the social hub of the 18th-century spa. Continue on to your Bristol hotel to 
check in and enjoy dinner and overnight (Bristol area). 

 
Day 3 (TU) July 11 Bristol & Gloucester 
In the ancient port city of Bristol, you’ll have a lecture in one of Wesley’s early centres of 
ministry, the “New Room”. This oldest Methodist building in the world is unusually attractive 
in its basic simplicity. Then visit the home of Charles Wesley, the famous hymn writer. 
Continue on to Gloucester, the city that boasts a small church that changed the world! You’ll 
learn about George Whitefield, who grew up in the congregation of St. Mary de Crypt. He 
was at Oxford with the Wesley brothers and became an ardent member of their Holy Club. 
St. Mary de Crypt also produced Robert Raikes, founder of the Sunday School movement and 
the first Women’s Society was founded there. Return to your hotel for dinner and overnight 
(Bristol area). 

 
Day 4 (WE) July 12 Worcester & Birmingham 
Depart your hotel and travel to Worcester. Worcester was home to Frances Havergal, author 
of "Take My Life and Let it Be", whose father was a clergyman here. On arrival in 
Birmingham you will visit the boyhood home of Francis Asbury. Sent to America by Wesley, 
Asbury became the first elected bishop of the American Methodist Church. Following your 
visit, board your coach and continue to Coventry where you will check in to your hotel. Enjoy 
dinner at a local restaurant and overnight at your hotel (Coventry). 
 



Possible Performance at Coventry Cathedral, or performance or interaction with mission or 
special group in Coventry 

 
 
Day 5 (TH) July 13 Epworth 
This morning visit the small town of Epworth. Visit the Old Rectory where Samuel and 
Susanna Wesley brought up their sons while he served the Parish Church for 39 years. You’ll 
become familiar with the upbringing and early life of John and Charles Wesley when you visit 
their childhood home. You will also see the Memorial Church which was built from 
contributions around the world. Enjoy a guided tour of St Andrew's Church in Epworth. 
Following your visits, head to your hotel for an early dinner, before heading back into 
Epworth to prepare for your evening concert. Return to Coventry. Experience the pain and 
the triumph of the townspeople when you visit the beautiful cathedral. The charred ruins of 
the old cathedral sit next to the exciting architecture of the modern cathedral. They stand 
together as a tribute to the indomitable spirit of the British people. Return to your hotel for 
overnight (Coventry). 

 
Possible Afternoon concert at St Andrew's Church - Epworth or 
Possible Performance at Coventry Cathedral, or performance or interaction with mission or 
special group in Coventry 

 
Day 6 (FR) July 14 Stratford Upon Avon & Oxford 
Depart your hotel this morning and Travel to Stratford upon Avon. Upon arrival in Stratford, 
enjoy an independent lunch before heading to your next performance location. This 
afternoon you will be able to glimpse life as it was in the day of William Shakespeare when 
you visit his birthplace in Stratford-upon-Avon. Not far away, he courted his wife, Anne 
Hathaway, in the garden of her delightful thatched-roof cottage. Continue to your hotel to 
check in. This afternoon, enjoy a walking tour of Oxford. Here you will learn about the 
educational background of the Wesley brothers John, Charles and Samuel, Jr. when you 
view Christ Church               College at Oxford University. Dinner and overnight at your hotel (Oxford 
area). 

 
Day 7 (SA) July 15 London 
This morning you will travel to London through the Cotswolds. On arrival in London, enjoy a 
panoramic tour, taking in some of the key sights such as the Houses of Parliament, Trafalgar 
Square, Buckingham Palace, Piccadilly Circus, St Paul’s Cathedral and Tower Bridge. Later, 
enjoy a guided tour of the Methodist Central Hall Westminster, which opened in 1912 as a 
monument to mark the centenary of John Wesley's death. It is one of the largest Methodist 
churches in the UK and can seat 2350 people in the Great Hall, which is always used as a 
Church on Sunday mornings. This afternoon, visit the sights of Wesley's London, from his 
home next to the Chapel, to Bunhills Cemetery, where Susannah Wesley is buried, to 
Aldersgate. Your will visit will be to the magnificent St Paul's Cathedral (perhaps in time for 
evensong after your tour). Continue onto your hotel and check in. Dinner and overnight at 
your hotel (London). 

 
Day 8 (SU) July 16 London 



This morning visit Wesley's Chapel for a service. Following your performance, you are free to 
experience the lifestyle of our British cousins as you explore the vibrant town of London on 
your own. You can stop at Buckingham Palace, or see such places as Marble Arch, Speaker’s 
Corner of Hyde park, Trafalgar Square, and much more. Meet up for a pre theatre farewell 
dinner, before attending a West End show (subject to availability). Following the show, return 
to your hotel using your London Travelcards on public transport. Overnight at your hotel 
(London). 

Possible service participation at Wesley's Chapel - Sunday mornings at 11:00am 

Day 9 July 17 (MO) Return to USA 
This morning transfer from your London accommodation to the airport for your return flight 
home 

 
             

Gateway: Orlando Dates: 07/09/2023 to 07/17/2023 

  Trip Includes:  First Class Hotels | Breakfast and Dinner Daily (except one night in London)  
Deluxe Motor Coaches | Guides | Entrance Fees | Taxes, Tips and Fees 

Not Included: Lunches | Love Offering for Driver and Guide 

Hotels (or similar): 

Bath Mecure Bristol Grand 

Birmingham Windham Birmingham Solihill 

Oxford Mercure Oxford Eastgate 

London Copthorne Tara 

 

Selling Price with Air: $4,696.00 from Orlando, per person based on 30 passengers at a One for Seven 
Ratio* Ground Only Pricing: $3,098.00 per person based on 30 passengers at a One for Seven Ratio* 

* Please note that the price reflects a 4.00% cash discount.  
Those paying the full amount by credit card will pay an additional $188.00, based on $4,696.00 

The selling price is based on double occupancy and a minimum of 30 people travelling throughout. Single 
rooms are available for an additional $598.00. If the tour totals are less than 30 people, the selling price could 
increase depending on the final number of the group, and it will be the responsibility of the host to inform 
their people about this increase. Also, if the tour totals are less than 10 full paying people, EOT may not be 
able to secure group rates from the airlines and hotels and would have to combine the group with another 
tour or cancel the tour. 

Host Benefits: One Earned Tour for every Seven Full Paying Guests. This benefit is predicated on a minimum of 

30 people and may be modified if there are less than 30 travelling. 

 



Deposits: 

Those registering now until 106 days prior (March 25, 2023) will need to pay the full $600.00 deposit. No 
registration will be processed without a deposit. 

Second Deposit (required for those booking airfare through EO): 

A second deposit of $1,200.00 is required 105 days prior to departure (March 26, 2023). Airfare will not be 
processed without this second deposit. (Note: Ground Only Guests are not required to pay the second deposit at 
105 days) 

Final Payment: 

Final payment is due 75 days prior to departure (April 25, 2023). If payment is not received by this date, there 
will be an automatic $100.00 late fee assessed. 

Travel Protection Plan: 

The Travel Protection Plan premium is due by the second deposit date of 105 days prior to departure (March 
26, 2023). This amount must be paid in addition to the deposits. 

Late Registrations: 

Registrations received after the second deposit date are welcome, but please not the below late 
registration schedule: 

Registrations received 104 days (March 26, 2023) to 90 days prior (April 10, 2023) will incur a late fee of $100.00. 
Registrations received 89 days prior (April 11,2023) to 75 days prior (April 25, 2023) will incur a late fee of 
$200.00. Registrations received 74 days prior (April 26, 2023) to 60 days prior (May 10, 2023) will incur a late fee 
of $400.00. 

Registrations received 59 days (May 11, 2023) or closer to departure will incur additional air and land fees based 
on availability and cost. Additional fees will be advised prior to processing the registration. 

Passports must be valid for 6 months after the return date (January 16, 2024). 
Dietary & Seating requests must be submitted in writing and are not 
guaranteed. 

Final Documents are sent out 2 – 4 weeks prior to departure. 

  



PART 3: THE CONCERT SERIES 

To promote choral and vocal music in our community, from January to December of 2023 a variety of concerts will 
be scheduled to perform at First UMC in the Sanctuary or the Chapel.  If your group is interested in scheduling a 
concert, contact Michael Ekbladh, Director of Music Ministries. 
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