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James 5:13-18 (NIV)  
13  Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs 

of praise.  
14  Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and 

anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.  
15  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him 

up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  
16  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may 

be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  
17  Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did 

not rain on the land for three and a half years.  
18  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  

 

Timothy Keller “When life is going smoothly, and our truest heart treasures seem 

safe, it does not occur to us to pray.” 

Corrie Ten Boom “Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”  

 

The book of James is about putting our faith into action.   

James 5:13 “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.”    

*Praying by yourself. Suffering. How do I define suffering? What is suffering in my 

life? The original text here for suffering would be “one doing badly”.  

It’s not just persecution but negative life experience, such as sorrow, ill health, family 

situation or economic situation  

*Pray – irregardless of your circumstances. Do you practice praying?  

Is it a discipline of your daily life?  

John 15:5  

Colossians 3:16-17   

James 4:2,3   

Acts 1:14 

Ephesians 3:12 

Psalm 66:18   
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*Praying with others – personal prayer & corporate prayer    

Matthew 18:19-20 

Luke 10, 1 Sam 16 - the oil has no supernatural powers. Any power is found “in the 

name of the Lord.”     

Elijah – 1 Kings 17,18,19 

What’s stopping you from praying like Elijah? 

  Lack of faith. James 1:6-8  

  Sin.  Mark 11:24-25. 

  We’re not of Christ.    

   Have I surrendered my life to him?  

   Have I accepted His gift of salvation?   

Romans 8:26      

Have you been social distancing from God? 

Consider Daniel, he was made ruler over the whole province of Babylon in Daniel 2, 

then the 3rd ruler of the entire kingdom in chapter 5, and distinguished over the other 2 

in chapter 6. Think Daniel was a busy guy?  

Yet he made time to pray 3 times a day.  

  

Martin Luther  “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive 

without breathing.” 

James 4:14 (NIV)  
14  Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a 

mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

 

 Philippians 4:4-7 (NIV)  
4  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  
5  Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  
6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  
7  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 


