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We all have our preconceived ideas of what the Bible is and isn’t.  
For some of us we see it as this old book that was written so long 
ago that it’s lost any relevance for today. For others it’s a book 
full of  rules that only get in the way of enjoying life. 

But what if the Bible wasn’t what you though it was?  You see the 
bible is more than a book. It’s not just a catalogue of stories or a 
history of a certain people group. The Bible is the very Word of 
God.  It’s the primary way in which He continues to speak to us! 
The bible was written over the span of 3000 years, by shepherds, 
fisherman, kings, and tax collectors. 

The amazing thing is that even though it was written over so 
many years by so many different voices, it is perfectly cohesive 
the entire way through. It never contradicts itself and the whole 
way through, it’s pointing to one person; Jesus! This entire book 
is about Him! It’s about His love for the world and His plan to 
redeem us! 

As you journey through God’s word, it’s our prayer that it would 
come alive! That it would penetrate the deepest part of your 
heart, and would mold you and shape you to be more and more 
like Jesus! Enjoy His word as you apprentice with Him!

On the next few pages you’ll find just a few tips to help you get 
started as you read the Bible. A book this thick can seem intimi-
dating, so we just wanted to give you a few tips that should make 
reading your Bible more accessible and engaging. 

For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 

marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12



1. Where do I start?
The Bible is made up of all kinds of writing styles. As you read through you’ll 
find narrative, prophetic, poetic, letters to churches and specific people, and 
even books dedicated to worship! But with so much to choose from, it can 
be difficult to know where to jump in.  

For an overview of how the Bible is laid out visit:   
overviewbible.com/books-of-the-bible/

Start in the New Testament: Our suggestion is starting with the books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John - the Gospel accounts. They are first-hand 
accounts of the life of Jesus. Start there and get to know the heart of God 
and just how deep His love really is. 

From there you’ll come to the book of Acts which is a story of how the 
church got started, followed by various letters from a few different authors 
written to the church. 

We want you to be grounded in Jesus. By starting in the New Testament we 
pray that you’ll see just how amazing Jesus is and will deepen your walk with 
Him in fresh new ways. We think it often makes sense to start by reading one 
chapter a day, and because this is God’s word to us, we encourage you to 
always pause before you start reading and simply pray: 

“Holy Spirit, help me to understand and apply what you want to say to me 
today. “ 

2. Context is king.
As you’re reading through the bible, keep in mind that you weren’t the 
original audience. This book was written to a predominately Middle Eastern 
culture many years ago. How we read it now may seem foreign and at times 
confusing but keep just a few of these things in mind.

• The Bible was originally written in 3 different languages; Hebrew, Greek 
and Aramaic  (Aramaic is now a dead language).

• There were different world events and governments in power when 
each book of the Bible was written. For instance slavery existed and was 
normal throughout the Old and New Testament.  Remember, this was a 
different time. 

• These books were all written in a different part of the world where cer-
tain locations, cities and countries have deep significance. Take time to 
understand cultural implications of where the bible takes place.  

We recommend Halley’s Bible Handbook as a companion guide to help you. 
You can also buy bible commentary that help explain the context and what 
the original authors meant. The NIV Application Commentary series is a very 
helpful and accessible tool. 



3. But how does it apply to me?
With all the contextual hurdles it seems like we have to jump over, at the end 
of the day what we really want to know is “How does this 
apply to me?” For that we want you to keep just two questions in mind as 
read the Bible. 

• “What did it mean then?” (again, consider using the bible handbook)
In each book, God is not only revealing more of Himself, but He’s giving in-
struction on how we ought to live in light of who He is.  This is going to look 
different for a first century Christian.  Try to see what they would have seen. 
How did this book affect their life? What was God asking them to do? What 
about Himself did He want them to know?

• “What does it mean now?” (in other words: How would my life be   
different if I applied what I’m learning?)

Just like God spoke then through His word, He still speaks today! 
The words that shaped the lives of others in years past have the power 
to shape you now.  How does what Jesus said then impact the 
technology driven, post-Christian culture of today? What is God asking 
me to do? What about Himself does He want me to know?

We are so blessed to be able just to pass on a few tips that we believe 
will be helpful as you press into the Word of God. May you grow in 
your faith as you let Jesus’ words take root in your heart!

• Although the Bible is inspired by God and is His Word, it was 
written through the eyes of each author and how they saw the world.  
Try to imagine what they must have seen and felt as you read through 
each book. 

Context is king continued... 


