


TRAINING OUR HANDS FOR 
WAR



ENCOURAGEMENT

Daniel 10:11-14 (NIV) 12 Then he continued, “Do not 
be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your 
mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself 
before your God, your words were heard, and I have 
come in response to them. 13 But the prince of the 
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 
because I was detained there with the king of 
Persia. 14 Now I have come to explain to you what will 
happen to your people in the future, for the vision 
concerns a time yet to come.”



ENCOURAGEMENT

Romans 8:38-39 (NIV) 38 For I am convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



ENCOURAGEMENT

John 17:3, 25–26 (NIV84) [Jesus prayed,] 3
“This is eternal life, that they may know You, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
You have sent. 25 “Righteous Father, though 
the world does not know you, I know you, 
and they know that you have sent me. 26 I 
have made you known to them and will 
continue to make you known in order that 
the love you have for me may be in them 
and that I myself may be in them.” 



JESUS’ WORD FOR US
• Joshua 1:9 (NIV) 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

• For 13 weeks, Jesus has had us look in depth at His prayer for us
• Why now?  Because we needed to hear and understand and 

believe that prayer
• Our world may change drastically
• However, as those for whom Jesus prayed, we must remember 

that Jesus and His Word will never change
• The call on our lives will never change
• Who we are in Christ will never change
• Our presentation of the Gospel may change, but the gospel 

itself will never, ever change



JESUS’ WORD FOR US

• Galatians 6:9–10 (NIV84) 9 Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers.

• Discouragement and fear go together
• While courageous and strong go together
• Discouragement leads to fear - of what might happen,  

that God will not be with us,  that we may be ridiculed 
for our faith in Jesus

• Discouragement causes us to remove ourselves from 
the fight often before the true battle begins



JESUS’ WORD FOR US
• Courageous means we do not give up.  
• It means that even though it may look like we are 

surrounded, we do not falter or grow weary
• Courageous means that we know in our minds and believe in 

our hearts that trusting in Jesus will never fail us
• Courageous means we put our faith in Jesus, in His prayer for 

us, and in His Truth
• Courage born of faith in Jesus means we will not give up the 

race until the end
• We are going to have many, many opportunities to do good 

to all people
• James 4:17 (NIV) So whoever knows the right thing to do and 

fails to do it, for him it is sin.



TRAINING OUR HANDS FOR WAR

• Psalm 144:1 (NIV84) 1 Praise be to the Lord my 
Rock, who trains my hands for war, my fingers for 
battle. 

• God is the One Who trains us for war
• Remember, we war not against flesh and blood but 

against the power behind the darkness
• The church needs to learn to fight and not give up
• In the past, we have fought battles but not the war
• We pray but then move on to something else
• When we go into a world that does not know the 

Lord, we will have to battle for that truth to be told



TRAINING OUR HANDS FOR WAR

• 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 (NIV) 18 For the message 
of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. 

• Romans 12:2 (GNT) Do not conform yourselves 
to the standards of this world, but let God 
transform you inwardly by a complete change 
of your mind. Then you will be able to know the 
will of God--what is good and is pleasing to him 
and is perfect.


