


TRAINING OUR HANDS FOR 
WAR

PART 3



SCRIPTURES

• Revelation 21:6-7 (NASB) 6 Then He said to me, “It is 
done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the 
spring of the water of life without cost.  7 He who 
overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his 
God and he will be My son.

• 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 (NIV) 17 For Christ did not send 
me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with 
wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power.  18 For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God.



SCRIPTURES

• Psalm 144:1 (NIV84) 1 Praise be to the Lord my 
Rock, who trains my hands for war, my fingers 
for battle.  

• Psalm 18:32–34 (NIV84) 32 It is God who arms 
me with strength and makes my way perfect. 33
He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he 
enables me to stand on the heights. 34 He trains 
my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of 
bronze.



THE WAR

•Matthew 11:12 (NASB) [Jesus said,] 12 And from 
the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven has been treated violently, and 
violent men take it by force.
•Matthew 11:12 (AMPC) [Jesus said,] And from the 
days of John the Baptist until the present time, the 
kingdom of heaven has endured violent assault, 
and violent men seize it by force [as a precious 
prize—a share in the heavenly kingdom is sought 
with most ardent zeal and intense exertion].



THE WAR
•Most agree that starting with John the Baptist, the Kingdom of 
God has endured, experienced, suffered violence
•That violence against Christ and His church has not stopped
•Other commentaries also add that the second part of Jesus’ 
statement that violent men take it by force can have two meanings
•Second, some state that Jesus is saying that those who desire to 
enter the Kingdom must do so with force, determination
•It is a force that results in zeal, passion, commitment, sacrifice, and 
intense action
•In other words, we do not enter into the Kingdom quietly with 
trepidation and doubt
•We run into the Kingdom; we run into the arms of Jesus
•When we do, we become passionate about telling others about 
Jesus and about furthering His Kingdom



WHY DO WE NEED TRAINING?

•Because we are in the world but not of the world
•When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior AND 
when we decide to follow Him AND when we decide 
to stand on His Word as the unchanging Truth, we 
stand in opposition to the world
•The world opposed Jesus, so it will oppose us
•However, we cannot fight the way the world fights 
because we are not of this world
•We are of the Kingdom of God and follow Jesus
•Thus, we need to be trained to fight the good fight of 
faith using the methods and weapons of our King



WHY DO WE NEED TRAINING?

•2 Corinthians 10:1-2 (NIV) 1 By the humility 
and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, 
Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with 
you, but “bold” toward you when away! 2 I 
beg you that when I come, I may not have to 
be as bold as I expect to be toward some 
people who think that we live by the 
standards of this world.



WHY DO WE NEED TRAINING?

•Some in the church at Corinth accused Paul of being bold 
only in his letters but timid when he was with them
•His boldness might look like arrogance to some, but it is 
a result of his passion for and belief in Jesus Christ
•We are to exhibit that same boldness, a boldness that 
results from humility, because we did not save ourselves; 
from confidence, because we know the Truth personally; 
from boldness, because we know Jesus and His Word will 
never change; and from love, because we know that Jesus 
is the only way to the Father
•In that boldness, we stand against the darkness that tries 
to obscure the truth



WHY DO WE NEED TRAINING?
•We are to have that same boldness, a boldness that does 
come from us but from the Holy Spirit Who lives in us
•A boldness that comes from the firm belief that God’s word is 
true and powerful and will never fall to the ground
•A boldness that results from our being new creations by the 
blood of Jesus Christ
•A boldness that results from never being ashamed of the 
Gospel
•A boldness that will never apologize for standing firm on the 
unchanging Word of God
•A boldness that knows God’s word will always prevail
•A boldness that desires all to be saved



WHY DO WE NEED TRAINING?

•1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (NIV) 19 Though I am free and 
belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to 
everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I 
became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the 
law I became like one under the law (though I myself am 
not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To 
those not having the law I became like one not having the 
law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under 
Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To 
the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become 
all things to all people so that by all possible means I 
might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, 
that I may share in its blessings.



WHY DO WE NEED TRAINING?
Romans 8:31-39 (NIV) 31 What, then, shall we say in response 
to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—
how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God 
has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one 
who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 
that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is 
also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your 
sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to 
be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.


