


TRAINING OUR HANDS FOR 
WAR



ENCOURAGEMENT

• Again, I want to stress that this is not a political fight
• It is not a fight where our side wins or where we win an 

argument
• It is a fight where the Truth of Jesus Christ is released to 

combat the darkness
• Our focus is not on issues, people, platforms, or wants
• Our focus must always remain on Jesus Christ and His 

Word
• When we go into the world to address the strongholds, 

the darkness, the deceptions, the manipulations, the 
Word of God is to be our starting and ending point



ENCOURAGEMENT

•Revelation 21:6-7 (NASB) 6 Then He said to me, “It 
is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. I will give to the one who 
thirsts from the spring of the water of life without 
cost.  7 He who overcomes will inherit these 
things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.
•Revelation 22:13 (NIV) I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End.



WHO IS QUALIFIED?

•Jesus sees us not as we are but as who He means 
us to be
–Gideon saw himself as the worst possible 

choice to free Israel from the Midianites
–God, however, saw him as the best choice
–What made the difference?  Gideon’s 

willingness to believe and obey
–There are those in the church who believe 

they know who God can and cannot use



WHO IS QUALIFIED?

•God used each of these men because they were not 
defined by their mistakes or faults
•God uses each of us because He is more powerful, loving, 
and forgiving than our faults IF we humble ourselves and 
repent
•Romans 8:1-2 (NIV) Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives 
life has set you free from the law of sin and death.
•We may see ourselves as insignificant in the Kingdom of 
God, but God sees us His ambassadors, as those who will 
fight to advance the Kingdom of God



FOOLISHNESS OR POWER

•1 Corinthians 1:17-18 (NIV) 17 For Christ did 
not send me to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, 
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 
power.  18 For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God.



FOOLISHNESS OR POWER

•Foolishness/Power
–Folly; Absurd; Insanity
–Contrast with power: intrinsic power; 

physical & moral
•Perishing and being saved
–Present progressive verbs indicating the 

action is on-going
–People are perishing; we are still being 

saved



FOOLISHNESS OR POWER
•Just as Paul was sent to preach the gospel, so are we
•Preach
– Proclaim. Evangelize. Declare. 
– Good News – that which is found in the Bible, Word of the 

Lord
•Not with man’s wisdom or eloquence or cleverness
•With the truth, a truth we have all experienced.
•We know the power of the cross because it took each of us 
from death to life, from darkness to light, from slavery to 
freedom, from lies to truth
•When we go into the world to war, we take the Gospel that is 
infused with the power of the risen Lord with us



FOOLISHNESS OR POWER
•Romans 1:16-17 (NIV) 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 
the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to 
the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God 
is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is 
written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 

– We are not to be ashamed or embarrassed to hope, to pray, to 
proclaim the Bible is God’s Word

– There is no person, no political party, no government that can bring 
salvation to this nation, to our cities, to our families

– The world proclaims a righteousness similar to that of the 
Pharisees, a righteousness that comes through good works and 
man’s definition of righteousness

– The Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is our weapon, brings true 
righteousness that is by faith, a faith that does not end but equips 
to fight the good fight and not grow weary



FOOLISHNESS OR POWER

•Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NKJV) Blessed is the man who trusts 
in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord. For he shall be 
like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its 
roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; 
But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the 
year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.
•This is our battle.  
•We fight the good fight of faith by beginning and 
ending with Jesus Christ and His Word
•We remain planted in the Word and produce good fruit 
of the Spirit


