
 
First United Methodist Church of Gadsden          November 4, 2021 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 

One of the beautiful images from Psalm 23 is found at the end of verse 5.  David writes, 
“my cup overflows.” This comes after David remembers how the Lord has been his 
shepherd – provided his every need, restored his soul, comforted him, anointed his 
head with oil… No wonder David’s cup overflowed with thankfulness! 
 

Grateful hearts overflowing are found again and again in the New Testament.  In his 
letter to the Colossians, the Apostle Paul tells them, “In our prayers for you we always 
thank God…” Paul encourages them to continue to live their lives in Christ Jesus, rooted 
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith…overflowing with thankfulness.  
 

It reminds me of an old song, written by Michael Combs…. “Drinking From the Saucer” 
 

I've never made a fortune 
It's probably too late now 

Oh but I don't worry about that much 
'Cause I'm happy anyhow 
As I go along life's journey 

I'm reaping better than I sow 
I'm drinking from my saucer 

'Cause my cup has overflowed 
 

This is what I felt when we celebrated out 175th Anniversary this year on September 26 – like I was drinking from my 
saucer! We asked for members to give reasons why Gadsden FUMC was special to them. Your hearts overflowed about 
your church! I can’t share them all with you, but here are a few snippets:  
 

• “Every significant event of my life has involved the church and reminds me of my life…” 

• “When I lost my son, I was comforted by my church family…” 

• “GFUMC has been my church home for my entire adult life. It molded my children, who are both very active in 
their own church in other cities now…” 

• “When I moved to Gadsden, GFUMC felt like home. Surely the Lord is in this place!”  

• “My family is deeply rooted in FUMC Gadsden as we are now 5 generations as members…what a cherished 
blessing FUMC is for us!”  

• “The spiritual growth, love and friendships I have experienced at GFUMC during my lifetime mean the world to 
me. This is a special place.” 

• “Gadsden FUMC is a place of solitude and tranquility in a chaotic world.” 

• “Gadsden FUMC is an affirming faith community.” 
 

My own heart overflows with gratitude at how this church continues to grow disciples, grow community, and how it 
continues to reach out locally and abroad in mission and ministry. I love how Gadsden FUMC continues to provide 
vibrant worship experiences both in person and online.  I’m just so very thankful! 
 

If your heart is also thankful, would you please prayerfully consider expressing your overflowing gratitude by giving your 
service, and by praying for your church, and by supporting its ministries financially in 2022? A card is enclosed for you to 
estimate your giving for 2022 and for you to say how you’d like to serve. This helps our church plan for the coming year!  
We will collect these cards throughout November, and announce our total received on the first Sunday of December. 
Let’s make it a celebration of our overflowing hearts! 
 
Your fellow “saucer sippers,”  
 
 
Pastor Sam Hayes     Jay Hedgspeth, Generosity Team Chair 


