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Hello everyone! I’m really glad that you’re with us today as we conclude our series, entitled 
“Under God.” We’ve spent the last 5 weeks learning about the relationship between God and 
government and what place politics has in the church. Then we’ve drilled down on 3 issues that 
Christians should think about every election cycle: Religious Liberty, The family, and protecting 
the vulnerable. So today was we wrap this series up, I want to think a bit about how we as  

Christ followers should live in the world in which we find ourselves. How do we move forward 
when our culture seems to value things we don’t value and seems to disregard things that we 
embrace? What do we do if our government takes a more hostile stance toward the church? It’s 
one thing for our constitution to extend protections to religion, but that can be interpreted a lot 
of different ways. How should Christians respond if that begins to move in an unfavorable 
direction?  

To pull all of this off, we’re going to take a look in the book of 1st Peter chapter 2. You’ll find that 
passage near the back of your Bible, so if you would like, you can go ahead and find 1st Peter 
now. Grab a Bible if you have one with you, or open up 1st Peter on the Bible section of our 
church app. Before we begin, let’s take a moment and pray.  

For much of my life, presidential elections have been pretty routine. There’s campaigning and 
debates, commercials, yard signs and bumper stickers. Then you go to the polls, cast your vote 
and turn on your TV set to see who one.  

For a lot of years, you knew the result of the election by 9:00 in the evening. There was a 
concession speech, then a victory speech which was followed by pundits on TV talking about 
what would change because of the winner.  

Honestly, when you woke up the day after an election it was pretty much like waking up the day 
before an election. Nothing was noticeably different, except the airways were crammed with 
post-election analysis.  

That all changed 20 years ago right here in Tallahassee! That year Al Gore faced off against 
George Bush in what would go on to be the second closest presidential election in History and 
only the 4th time a president would lose the popular vote but win the electoral college.   

That evening, NBC news as well as other networks, projected Florida would be won by Al Gore 
which effectively made him the winner of the whole election. But hours later, the networks had 
to retract their projection and they declared Florida too close to call. It was a huge 
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embarrassment for the networks. Tom Brokaw, an NBC news anchorman at the time, said, “We 
don’t just have egg on our faces, we have omelet all over our suits.” 

For weeks news pundits ground on about the results, Tim Russert, a well-respected journalist, 
made a little sign that summarized the entire election. It read, “Florida, Florida, Florida!” 

For five weeks, Tallahassee seemed like the center of the world. There was some serious drama 
surrounding Florida’s 25 electoral votes and the story was told about hanging chads and 
butterfly ballots. 

Some of you were right in the middle of the whole thing. You worked for the state and you’ve 
got plenty of memories to share. Many more of you were here in Tallahassee in those days and 
you remember it all well. I was living in Cincinnati Ohio at the time of the election and if you’d 
told me that just a few years later I would be living in Tallahassee, I would have never believed 
it!  

Anyway, from 2000 on there seems like there has been nothing but drama during a presidential 
election. When Donald Trump defeated Hillary Clinton in 2016 there was some seriously high 
drama.  

It started before election day. A number of celebrities promised to leave the country if Donald 
Trump won. Amy Schumer said she’d move to Spain. Barbara Streisand said she’d move to 
Australia if they’d take her. George Lopez promised to move back to Mexico. Samuel Jackson 
announced he would be headed to South Africa if Trump won. Miley Cyrus didn’t give a 
location, she just promised she’d take off. Jon Stewart said he’d get a rocket and move to 
another planet. Maybe he could hitch a ride with Cher. She said she would move to Jupiter! To 
the best of my knowledge they all stayed in the U.S., and their careers have prospered. 

When all these stars announced their intentions on relocating after the election there were lots 
of jokes flying around about it all. One realtor got in on the act. He rented a billboard sign 
offering to help anyone who was ready to leave the country sell their house!   

You’ve probably heard the same kind of thing as this election draws close. Not long ago Motley 
Crue Drummer Tommy Lee vowed to relocate to Greece. He told Big Issue magazine that if 
Trump is reelected, "I'm out of here. I'll go back to my motherland, go back to Greece and get a 
house on one of the islands." 

What about Bruce Springsteen? He wrote and performed “Born in the USA, but he says that if 
Trump wins he’ll be on the next plane to Australia.  

All this reaction isn’t just reserved for a Trump victory. If Joe Biden wins the election Donald 
Trump indicated he might leave the country. At a campaign rally not long ago he said, “Could 
you imagine if I lose?” he said. “I’m not going to feel so good. Maybe I’ll have to leave the 
country.” 

Some people have already gotten a jump on moving overseas and they don’t plan to come back. 
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The number of people renouncing their citizenship is spiking this year. For a lot of people, the 
whole thing is just too much. They don’t want anything to do with America anymore.  

And for those who plan to stick around, there’s all kinds of pessimism about what will happen in 
the aftermath of this election regardless of who wins.  

Fox journalist Greg Gutfeld said that because the nation is so divided, the reelection of 
President Trump will send Joe Biden supporters into the streets looking for revenge against 
conservatives like himself. He said his fear is based on what he’s seeing in this election and how 
unlike it is when compared to any other election in memory. “This isn’t Gore versus Bush or 
Clinton versus Bush or Mondale versus Reagan,” he said, “We have to understand, and we have 
to predict these consequences. And in reality, I’m not joking.” 

He’s genuinely afraid of the violence that may take place after this election isn’t he?  

He’s not alone in his fear. According to USA Today, recent polls show about half of all Americans 
are stockpiling food, or planning to stockpile, because of the election and concerns about a new 
wave of coronavirus infections. Freeze-dried food processors are experiencing record demand.  

Democrats are worried that if Biden wins, Trump supporters will see a stolen election and 
launch riots across the country. Republicans are worried that if Trump wins, Democrats will take 
to the streets and there will be violence across the country.  

It seems that no matter who wins this election, people are going to be unhappy. People are 
going to be disenfranchised. People are going to be angry and the outcome is going to be bad.  

There is so much fear out there. So much fear that people are talking about relocating to other 
countries. People are talking about renouncing their citizenship. People long to be under the 
authority of a government that they see as just and righteous and fair.  

And as we think about the election coming up in just a few days, I want to speak to us as Christ 
followers. I want us to think through our reaction to the election regardless of who wins. I want 
us to think about how we will behave to whatever we see happening around us. Because unlike 
so many around us, we are not hopeless. We’re not at all unconfident about the future because 
as Christ Followers, we’re already citizens of a different country.  

Philippians 3:20 but our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Here Paul says that as Christ followers, our citizenship is in heaven. If you’ve accepted Christ’s 
offer of grace and mercy, you’re already citizens of that place. We’re not going to become 
citizens of heaven later. We’re citizens of heaven right now.  

So as we think about the future, we have to recognized that our hope transcends November 3rd. 
It is based on someone far better than Joe Biden or Donald Trump.  
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Now I want just capable leadership in this lifetime. I want a country that treats everyone with 
dignity and respect in this lifetime. But my hope is not pinned to the character or lack of 
character of the President.  

As a citizen of heaven, I’m awaiting a savior, the lord Jesus Christ. His character is known. His 
role is fixed. He is my savior, he is my deliverer. My hope is in Him. And my hope in Jesus isn’t 
pie in the sky. Jesus is alive and well right now, today. I’m confident of it. So much so that I can 
pin my hope on his kingdom and on the fact that one day, he will return and securely establish 
that kingdom here on earth.  

So as a Christ Follower, my hope isn’t in the Republican or Democratic parties. My hope isn’t in 
the constitution of the United States. My hope is in Jesus Christ and in Him alone. 

What does this hope look like? How does someone who is a citizen of Heaven, a person with a 
totally different hope, live and act in this country in the year 2020?  

This is an incredibly important discussion because for some inside the church, the fear of the 
future isn’t just about the volatility of the election. A lot of people inside the church are afraid 
that if the election doesn’t go the way they would like that we’re going to enter into a season 
that will become ever more hostile to the Christian faith.  

They already are convinced that society is against them. They feel a real hostility from the media 
and just an overall antichristian bias in culture.  

So they’re afraid that if the election doesn’t go as they hope, all will be lost. There are a lot of 
people who are wondering, How do I respond to that? How do I live in a world that I perceive to 
be against me? How does a citizen of Heaven live in a place where it seems that everything he or 
she believes is true is opposed? 

Peter was the leader of Jesus’ disciples. He was a part of Jesus’ inner circle, one of his closest 
friends and probably knew Jesus better than anyone. He goes on to become the first leader of 
the early church and he leads with tremendous boldness through some incredibly difficult 
times.  

As the church grows, it faces opposition from religious and government leaders alike. The 
situation is serious. Christians are forced to relocate from one town to another. Other Christians 
are imprisoned or executed all because they claim to believe in Jesus.  

Fast forward a few years after the church has been established. Peter writes a couple of letters 
to those Christians who are scattered across the Roman Empire, fleeing for their lives. They 
know first-hand what it is like to have both culture and government turn completely against 
them. Peter knows they’re discouraged and tired of being displaced. So he’s going to tell them 
how to handle the pressure that comes with opposition.  

First he’s going to tell them how to respond when culture is against them, then he’s going to tell 
them how to respond if government is against them.  
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Here’s what he says to do if they face pressure from friends, family, coworkers and society in 
general: 1 Peter 2:11–12 11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to 
abstain from fleshly desires that war against you. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the 
Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, 
by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. 

Peter says Hey, you all are living among the gentiles, meaning, you’re living among people 
who have a very different value set than you have. So here’s what you need to do: Just 
embrace the weirdness! He says, He’s telling them, Just go for it! Be different! It’s OK!  

Everybody around you may be a hot mess, but that doesn’t mean you should be too! He says, 
Christians abstain from fleshly desires. It’s part of who we are.  Now whenever we see that kind 
of statement in the Bible our minds immediately go to moral does & don’ts. And this statement 
certainly includes that idea.  

Christ Followers are to recognize that the code of conduct for citizens of Heaven is not the same 
as the code of conduct for those who’ve chosen not to follow Christ. It’s a good thing too. The 
moral construct of biblical living offers a lifestyle that is so less complicated than other ways of 
living. Handle your sexuality in a way that is biblical and you’ll save yourself a world of hurt.  

It’s also true that whenever someone claims to be a Christian but then handles sexual intimacy 
like everyone else, the entire church takes a hit. Peter knows this and so he just takes this 
problem on from the top of the discussion. He says, You all need to make sure that if you claim 
to be a citizen of Heaven, you embrace it. don’t claim the cross and then live like everyone else.  

If you claim to be a Christian, it’s only right to ask yourself if the way you conduct your moral life 
reflects your claim. If it doesn’t, then that’s something you need to own.  

The biblical term is repentance. You need to own the fact that you say you’re one thing but live 
like another. You need to confess that to God and to others it may have harmed and then you 
need to turn from it and walk the other direction.  

There is no reason for someone who claims to be a Christ Follower to persist in an immoral 
relationship. So you may need to spend some time in prayer about this. You may need to have a 
frank conversation about this with your boyfriend or girlfriend. But if you’re a citizen of Heaven, 
you don’t need to tolerate something like that in your life.  

I don’t want to spend too much time on that because sexual purity isn’t the whole story of what 
Peter is talking about. Here Peter is talking about moral AND relational holiness.  

He pushes on in to the idea of relational holiness when he says we should conduct ourselves 
honorably when someone speaks against us.  

Remember, Peter is speaking to a group of people who have been driven from their homes 
because of the relentless persecution they’ve faced. Many would have relatives who are in 
prison or who have been martyred for the faith. So there were plenty of reasons for them to be 
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embittered and resentful.  

Instead, Peter tells them to be holy in their relationships and to always conduct themselves 
honorably.  

This is a critical lesson for us because so many Christians in America are concerned about 
getting pushback for their faith and they aren’t sure how to handle it.  

Let’s say for a moment that a coworker has a very different political view than you have. Every 
time the discussion of politics comes up, that coworker leaves you feeling ridiculed. Maybe 
they’re a better debater than you are. Maybe they know that most of the office agrees with 
their point of view. Regardless, if you know that there are so many conversations you just can’t 
have because you know you’ll just look terrible.  

Peter says that the right way to handle that moment is to conduct yourself honorably.  

The word for honor means “sound” or “powerful.” Think “hero” or “strong man.”  

Peter says, If culture is pressing against you because of your religious convictions, behave in a 
way that is honorable. Be strong in that moment and conduct yourself as a citizen of heaven. 
You don’t retaliate, you don’t withdraw. Instead, you show that person what a citizen of heaven 
looks like so that everyone who watches the interaction, is drawn toward the gospel, not 
repelled from it. 

When you’re under the microscope, you want to make sure that your moral conduct, your 
ethical conduct and your relational conduct are strong enough to handle the scrutiny. You want 
to make sure that anyone who might come against you is left saying, I don’t like the way this 
person believes, but I can’t fault their behavior. I can’t fault their character. I can’t even fault the 
way they treat me. They’re always gracious, they’re always treating me with kindness.  

Next Peter expands on the idea of behaving honorably and he extends it into the realm of 
government. He’s going to acknowledge that as citizens of heaven, we have to also live as 
citizens of a worldly government and sometimes that isn’t easy.  

It really wasn’t easy in the days Peter wrote this letter. In the days of the Roman Empire, the 
government was embodied by a single person, the emperor. When Peter wrote this letter, the 
Emperor was a man named Nero. Nero was a terrible person and a terrible leader. Nero burned 
the city of Rome for entertainment. He killed his own mother, wife and second wife. So this man 
was ruthless. He also hated Christians. He persecuted them terribly. He the sentenced them to 
death and executed them in some of the most terrible ways imaginable. This was a very dark 
season of history in which to be a citizen of heaven!  

So in light of all of that opposition from culture and from government, this is what Peter has to 
say to Christ Followers: 1 Peter 2:13–14 13 Submit to every human authority because of the 
Lord, whether to the Emperor as the supreme authority 14 or to governors as those sent out by 
him to punish those who do what is evil and to praise those who do what is good.  
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So to a group of people who’ve been pummeled by their government and who have lived under 
incredible oppression from the state and their culture, Peter lays down a series action steps on 
living as a citizen of heaven in the face of tremendous opposition.  

First Peter says that we should submit to every human authority from the emperor, to the 
governor. By extension, we’re to submit to everyone that is acting on their behalf. This is an 
explosive idea in our current political climate because the idea of submitting to police authority 
is such a hot button issue for us in our country today. Peter says, regardless of what you may 
think about your governing officials, as a citizen of Heaven, you are to submit to their 
leadership.   

The whole idea of submitting to authority creates a couple of problems here as modern 
Americans.  

First, We don’t like to submit to anyone! By nature, humans get a little cranky when we’re being 
told what to do. If you don’t believe me, just watch most 2-year-olds when they’re being told 
it’s time to take a nap! It’s instant rebellion! 

There are reasons we don’t like to submit. Sometimes pride is a big factor. A lot of us have 
problems taking orders from our boss. If our boss is younger than we are, then our pride kicks in 
and we wonder why she got the promotion instead of us. That’s nothing but our pride talking.  

Then there’s the whole idea of our American individualism. Rebellion is in our nature as a 
country! Just ask your British friends! Our nation got its start by saying, No king on the other 
side of the world is going to tell us what to do!  

We don’t like to submit to anybody!  

That leads us to our second problem with submission. We tend to forget Romans 13:1 Let 
everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority except from God, and 
the authorities that exist are instituted by God. We see a government making decisions we 
don’t approve of and we assume that it’s game over. Life as we know it is grinding to a halt. So 
we rebel against it.  

We’ve seen this attitude a lot lately. It’s in the news every day and It’s a reality of our daily lives 
too. Just ask any of our Leon County Commissioners how it went for them when they issued the 
mask mandate as a means to curb the pandemic! Maybe you agree with the ordinance, maybe 
you don’t, but do you think any of them received any negative feedback over it? Do you think 
anybody said to them, I’m not wearing a mask for you! You know it! I’m pretty sure they 
knew how people felt!  

For a lot of people here in town, the idea of being forced to wear a mask is an example of 
tyranny. It’s an example of government excess and it’s something that we should rebel against.  

My point is this: rebellion is in our nature. Demanding our rights is in our nature. But as citizens 
of the Kingdom, we can’t forget that God is in control, not government. The kingdom of heaven 
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is bigger than the kingdoms of people. He raises governments up and he tears them down.  

I look to Him to sustain me. I look to him to protect me. I can trust him completely. So I don’t 
need to be rebellious against authority. I need to trust that God is at work in government even 
if government is doing something with which I don’t agree. Because my life isn’t in the hands of 
government authority, it’s in the hands of God.  

You may be thinking, David, that’s fatalism! No, that’s faith! As a citizen of heaven, I know that 
the King of that Kingdom holds my future and my future is eternal, not temporal. He is my 
savior and he can be trusted completely.  

Now if I see my earthly government doing something that is not good government I can speak 
out against it. We learned a couple of weeks ago that as a church we can use our voice to call 
for good or we can use our voice to call for change. It’s perfectly fine for me to disagree with my 
earthly leaders. But I do that respectfully. I do that honorably and I do that while submitting to 
their authority.  

If a government calls on me to do something against God, then I must decline. But even then, I 
do so respectfully. Even then, I submit to the authority of government that God has granted 
them.  

Remember Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego? We looked at their story during the first week of 
our Under God series. They were three teenagers who were exiled from Judah to Babylon under 
the rule of a king named Nebuchadnezzar. Can you imagine being ripped from your home after 
your country has lost a war when you were just a teenager? That’s what happened to these 3.  

But God is good to them. He’s blessed them with skill and intelligence and soon, they’re serving 
inside the court of the king. Their success skyrockets. Eventually these three men find 
themselves at the top of the organizational chart. But then one day Nebuchadnezzar builds a 
90-foot tall golden statue and commanded his key leadership to come worship it. They were 
told that they had 2 choices: They could worship the statue, or they could be thrown into a fiery 
furnace. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego chose the second option. They chose the furnace 
over bowing to the idol. But do you notice what they don’t do? They don’t rebel. They still 
recognized the authority of the state. Do you remember what they said as they were about to 
be thrown into the fiery furnace. DAN 3:16–18 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to 
the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we don’t need to give you an answer to this question. 17 If the God 
we serve exists, then He can rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and He can rescue us 
from the power of you, the king. 18 But even if He does not rescue us, we want you as king to 
know that we will not serve your gods or worship the gold statue you set up.” 

Even facing death these three men recognized that the king could execute them if he wanted 
to. He had the power. They submitted to the king’s power without argument, because for 
them, death in the furnace was a better option than renouncing their citizenship in heaven.  

How could they do that? They believed God’s power was greater than the power of their king. 
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They knew they were citizens of heaven. They were citizens of a more powerful king. So they 
could submit to the demands of a tyrant with the confidence that God was in control, even if it 
meant that would cost them their lives.  

Submitting to government doesn’t mean we always agree with it. it doesn’t always mean that 
we always go along to get along. It means that if we must disagree with government because it 
places us in conflict with God then that’s what we do. We disagree. But we still submit to 
government. We just pay the cost.  

That’s Peter’s instruction to citizens of heaven who were being opposed by both culture and by 
the government. You submit to the authority that is placed over you, but you do this because of 
the Lord. You do this because the king of heaven has a greater authority and your confidence is 
in Him. So you submit to authority all the while doing what the king of heaven commands. You 
consistently do what is right all the while living humbly, even if that means it costs you 
everything.  

We see this modeled over and over again in scripture. Look at the Bible and you see that the 
people of God were truth tellers, but they also submitted to authority even at great cost. Daniel 
was a great example. He was a follower of God who found himself high up in a pagan 
government. He boldly told the king to repent, but on another occasion when the king ordered 
him into the lions’ den, he went. That’s the model for us. In the face of a government that we 
may not agree with, we submit and follow and if we must disagree, we bear the cost.  

So instead of being rebellious people, we’re to do what is good, we tell the truth, but we tell the 
truth in winsome ways, and then use that good conduct as a currency against continued 
pushback and persecution:  1st Peter 2:15-6 For it is God’s will that you silence the ignorance of 
foolish people by doing good. 16 As God’s slaves, live as free people, but don’t use your 
freedom as a way to conceal evil. 

The best way to counter opposition is to live such a transparently good and honest life that no 
one will be able to mount a credible case against you. Your friends and neighbors may have a lot 
of negative ideas of what Christians must be like. There are a lot of people who think that 
Christians are hateful and narrow minded. The church is seen as constantly against people.  

The best way to deal with that is to model the very best of what it means to be in Christ. We 
show that as Christ followers we love and respect all people. We work toward solving the great 
social problems of our day like racial inequality or poverty or abortion in intentional and 
winsome ways. We live as free people in this world that we live in and in our freedom, we point 
others toward the greatness of God.  

Then Peter wraps up his advice to his friends, the citizens of heaven, who are living in this 
hostile place by giving 4 quick commands, 1st Peter 2:17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the Emperor. 

First he says: Honor everyone. No matter who you’re dealing with, no matter how they behave 
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toward you, treat people with respect. They’re made in the image of God, so be good to them 
and honor them. Not just the people you agree with! Honor everyone.  

Can you imagine a time in our history that we’ve needed that instruction any more than we 
need it today? In a season where people are speaking and behaving so dishonorably, we need 
to go the other direction and honor everyone.   

Next, Peter says when you’re hard pressed on every side, be sure to love the church. Love the 
brotherhood. Why? Because your church family is your lifeline. It’s the one group of people who 
you can hang around with who won’t think you’re weird or strange because you seek to live by 
a different code of conduct. They’re the people from whom you can draw solace and support. 
Love the church.  

Then he says, Fear God, honor the emperor. Notice I put this two together. Because Peter 
doesn’t say fear the emperor. He doesn’t say fear this bloodthirsty guy named Nero. Bring that 
into today. He doesn’t say fear Donald Trump and the Republicans or fear Joe Biden and the 
Democrats. He says Fear God. Why fear God? Because He’s the one in control. He’s the one who 
ultimately speaks life and death. Don’t fear the president or a political party. Fear God. 

So what do you do with the emperor? What do you do if the president is someone you can’t 
respect or who doesn’t hold the values that you stand for? What do you do then? You honor 
him.  

You don’t fear the president. It doesn’t matter if it is a democrat or a republican. You don’t fear 
him. You honor him. You fear God. You continue to live boldly under God’s command no matter 
who is in the white house. You continue to point others to Christ in winsome ways. You 
continue to live as a truth teller and you continue to stand firmly on Christ.  

None of that changes regardless of who wins on November 3rd. Because when we wake up on 
November 4th, regardless of how many states are red or blue, regardless how long it takes for 
us to figure out who won or lost, regardless of what’s happening in the streets, our citizenship 
in Heaven is secure and our God is still on his throne.  

And no matter what happens, I’m going to seek to live as a citizen of heaven. I’m going to show 
Christ and point people toward him.  

That’s the confidence that we have if we’re following Christ. And for some of you today, this 
election is the source of a lot of fear and anxiety. You’re worried and concerned because your 
hope is sewn up in what’s happening here in this kingdom. And I would say to you that if that is 
where you are there’s a better way to live. There is a hope and a future that can be yours and it 
is secured by God himself. And God invites you to join him in His kingdom and not as a nobody, 
but as His child. He offers to adopt you in to his family. It’s the whole reason he sent Jesus into 
this world. He came to make a way for you. And I would encourage you today to take God up on 
his gracious offer citizenship. You can begin that journey by simply praying, God, I want to be a 
citizen of Heaven. I want a hope that is found on more than what this life has to offer. Please 
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accept me in to your kingdom. A prayer like that is just a starting point of a lifelong commitment 
to live with Christ as the king of your life. It’s not how the story ends, but it is how the story 
begins. So as I pray I’d like to invite you to pray along with me. Then I’d like to invite you to 
connect with us at celebrationbaptist.church. go there and then select “Fresh start” and let us 
hear from you so we can walk with you as you begin your life as a citizen of heaven. Let’s Pray.  

 


