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The Week of November 8, 2020
Titus 1

Conversation Guide

Intro Questions
• Who are some great leaders that have influenced you?

Who Was Titus?
• Read Galatians 2:1

Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 
taking Titus along also.

• What was Titus’s first role with Paul?

• Read Galatians 2:3 -5

But not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, 
even though he was a Greek.

• What was Titus’s cultural and religious background?

• Read 2 Corinthians 8:16-24

Thanks be to God who put the same concern for you into the heart of 
Titus. For he accepted our urging and, being very diligent, went out to 
you by his own choice. We have sent with him the brother who is praised 
throughout the churches for his gospel ministry. And not only that, but 
he was also appointed by the churches to accompany us with this gift 
that is being administered by us for the glory of the Lord Himself and to 
show our eagerness to help. We are taking this precaution so no one can 
criticize us about this large sum administered by us. For we are making 
provision for what is right, not only before the Lord but also before men. 
We have also sent with them our brother. We have often tested him 
in many circumstances and found him to be diligent — and now even 
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more diligent because of his great confidence in you. As for Titus, he is 
my partner and coworker serving you; as for our brothers, they are the 
messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ. Therefore, show them 
proof before the churches of your love and of our boasting about you.

• What traits do we see that made Titus a great leader?

• The “gift” referenced was a large financial collection that had been taken up to help the 
church in Jerusalem as they faced a famine.

The Right Kind of Leadership
• Read Titus 1:5

The reason I left you in Crete was to set right what was left undone and, 
as I directed you, to appoint elders in every town:

• What is the difference between an elder, a leader, and an overseer? (Pastor David 
discussed this in the sermon).

• Read Titus 1:10-16

For there are also many rebellious people, full of empty talk and 
deception, especially those from Judaism. It is necessary to silence 
them; they overthrow whole households by teaching what they shouldn’t 
in order to get money dishonestly. One of their very own prophets said,

Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons. 

This testimony is true. So, rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in 
the faith and may not pay attention to Jewish myths and the commands 
of men who reject the truth. 

To the pure, everything is pure, but to those who are defiled and 
unbelieving nothing is pure; in fact, both their mind and conscience are 
defiled. They profess to know God, but they deny Him by their works. 
They are detestable, disobedient, and disqualified for any good work.

• Titus was sent to replace dysfunctional leaders with godly leaders. Have you seen 
examples of bad leadership?
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What Does a Shepherd Do?
• Read Titus 1:5-9

‘The reason I left you in Crete was to set right what was left undone and, 
as I directed you, to appoint elders in every town: one who is blameless, 
the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of wildness 
or rebellion. For an overseer, as God’s administrator, must be blameless, 
not arrogant, not hot-tempered, not addicted to wine, not a bully, not 
greedy for money, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, righteous, 
holy, self-controlled, holding to the faithful message as taught, so that he 
will be able both to encourage with sound teaching and to refute those 
who contradict it.’

• List the characteristics that an elder is supposed to show?

• Take a moment to reflect on your character. Which of these areas do you excel in? 
Where do you struggle?

• Read Galatians 5:22-23

‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faith, gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law. ‘

• The Bible lists self-control as a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Self-control allows us to 
always be ready to lead. Have the conversation with two people: your spouse and a 
close friend you consider to be solid spiritually. Let them hold up the mirror for you. 

• Are you reflecting Christ? Are you absorbing and being transformed? 

• Are you a conduit to those not in the community? 

• It’s a good thing to do a real gut check.

• As you look at these verses, how can you encourage others in your group? Share 
how you see them excelling in these leadership qualities.

• How can you use your gifts to serve in the Church?

Going Deeper
Visit icelebration.org/compassion to learn about ways to serve our community 

through Season of Compassion.

Check out “Team Celebration” on the church app to learn about how you 
can serve at Celebration and beyond!


