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 ONE HEART TO YOURS      PARSON RANDY DILTS
“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it
was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered.” 
Luke2:4-6 Dake KJV

The days were accomplished; such a simple phrase for the
centuries of waiting for the Son of God, Jesus, Yeshua, to be born.
Prophecy fulfilled, signs made true in their directing.  And yet here
He was, coming not when it was at all the best time for Mary and
Joseph but when and where the Scriptures said it would be.  So we
remember and renew our hope when the majority of the year “is
accomplished” and we get to December and Christmas time.  

 It has been a difficult year, I realize that is an understatement for
some.  It has been a sobering time when everything around us
seems to have been shaken.  Our traditions, our faith, our lives,
our families themselves have been challenged.  Yet here we are
with some things accomplished and much yet to go.  It is not a
Christmas song but I think the words speak to where we are:  “Turn
your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, and the
things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and
grace.”

 Jesus came to save, heal, and deliver.  He will enter into our very
souls and renew our hope, rebuild our hearts.  Issue the invitation
this Christmas, make sure Jesus is invited to your home and
hearts.  Remember Him, honor Him, rejoice in Him!  Have a very
Merry Christmas! 

Thank You 
 Thanks a bunch to all the folks who came and helped at the church

cleanup day!  A lot was accomplished by a good group of people.  As that
was happening someone left a couple of wrapped pieces of fruitcake on
my desk and they were really good!  Thank you.  For the Sunday in and

Sunday out support in the church, sound, checking altar candles, helping
with the hymns, counting the offering, checking to make sure everything

is wiped down, helping with livestream, thanks to all!

       Merry Christmas To You All!     
Be sure to extend a 
“Merry Christmas” 

to servers, check out people,
friends and family.  Seems like you

hear it less and less, as
there are those who would like 
the Christian voice to be muted. 
 Just refuse to buy into that void

and fill it with honest well wishes
for a blessing filled Christmas. 

 Jesus truly is the reason for the
season.  Let your world know that.  

We will soon be able to put this
year 2020 behind us, 

none too soon for many!
  I hope you will send this year on

its way by remembering the
church and its mission works with 

abundant gifts!



Letters from Lily
United Methodist Global Mission Fellow

 in Portrush Northern Ireland

 And I fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you

persecuting me?’  And I answered, ‘Who are
you, Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of

Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’
Acts 22: 7-8

Along with her work with the Surf Project, Lily also writes devotionals for
the local Methodist Churches on the North Coast of Northern Ireland.

This devotional is the 3rd of a 3 part series on Paul.
Read: Acts 22:17-30
At the end of this chapter Paul finishes retelling of his story and we return to the drama of his
arrest and interrogation. Paul went to Jerusalem knowing that this was a likely possibility, just
like Jesus before his arrest and crucifixion. But Paul was called to Jerusalem just like he was
called to go to preach to the non-Jews all over Greece. So, Paul went and was arrested, but he
used even that unfortunate experience to share the Gospel. He told the entire court his whole
life story and how he became a Christian. If I was arrested, I’m not sure my testimony would be
my first choice to try and get off the hook, but Paul doesn’t waste a moment, he asks to speak
to the crowd, knowing that this an audience that he typically wouldn’t get to speak to. Paul
was very good at noticing God at work in every moment and he never missed an opportunity to
share the Gospel throughout the book of Acts. 
About a year and a half ago my mother and I traveled around much of the UK, Ireland and Italy.
The two of us traveled for about three weeks staying in Airbnb’s in most places. Often there
was a host where we were staying and it seemed that every night when we were chatting with
our host somehow my mother would end up revealing our whole family story, telling everyone
of our journey with my brother’s cancer and how that impacted her walk with God. It kept
coming up over and over again, personally I was a little uncomfortable sometimes, because we
were sharing all this information with practical strangers, but it kept naturally happening as
we exchanged what was supposed to be casual conversation with our hosts. Sometime into the
third week I realized that my mother had just been paying attention to the opportunities God
was giving her to share her testimony and to listen to other people talk about life and faith.
Just like Paul my mom wasn’t passing up any opportunity to share her faith, she even often
started conversations with Uber drivers and tour guides. It never seemed forced or awkward
but rather like by just sharing who she was, she was revealing what God had done in her life
and could then easily point back to Him and his Glory. I think there are a couple of things that
we can learn from both Paul and funnily enough my mother, one that we are always being
given opportunities to share our life and faith with people, we just have to open to who God
puts in our path and secondly that just our plain honest selves are enough to share the Gospel.
We don’t need fancy wording or a rehearsed sermon, by just telling others what God has done
in our lives we can reveal His love to them. 
Prayer:
Dear God. Thank you for persevering your Holy Word so that we can still learn from it 2000
years later. We are grateful that you still use it to speak into our lives today. Help us to
remember that like Paul we are all called to spread Your Gospel and to tell others about Your
love. Remind us that you will use no matter how insignificant we may think our story is, and
that You are always placing people in our lives that need to hear from You, Lord. Give us the
courage and strength to share with others the love that You have given us. 



*Worship Service Sundays at 10:00 am                                  
 Sanctuary and on Facebook Live
*Karen Baptist Church at 1:00 pm
*Simon Says Mission @ Completely KIDS 12/21 at 5:30 pm
*Simon Says Mission @ Ronald McDonald House 12/22 at 5:30 pm
*Christmas Eve Service  12/24 at 6:00 pm

Contact Information:

Olive Crest United Methodist Church
7180 N. 60th St. Omaha, Ne. 68152

email: olivecrestumc.omaha@gmail.com
office: 402-571-7468

*Parson Randy Dilts: 531-200-3051
email: mendingspirit@juno.com

*Outreach/Building Manager Brenda Jones: 402-740-6550
email: simonsays.foundation@gmail.com

Fridge Friendly INFO

Office Hours:
Tuesdays from 1-4

Thursdays 10-4

Worship Service has returned to the Sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings. Mask required, every other pew 

and 6 ft social distancing guidelines in place.
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Newsletter / calendar submissions due by 3rd Friday of each month.

Christmas
Eve Service
Dec. 24th
 @ 6 PM



Christmas Is Just Around The Corner!!!

          The Advent season and Christmas is at hand!  This year we are adding a very
special way to celebrate the “Reason for the Season”, the birth of our Lord Jesus.  We
will have our Christmas tree set up for pinning on mittens and gloves as has been
done in the past but under the tree! – We are having a “Christmas Shower” for Assure
Women’s Center here in Omaha?  There are a number of items they need as they
minister to families from diapers to bottles to baby clothes, a list is available as an
example in the newsletter.  Perhaps you are more familiar with the old title, Crisis
Pregnancy Center but they have used the Assure name for several years now.  They do
a tremendous ministry providing counseling, ultrasounds, parenting classes.  They
visit schools to reach out to our young people.  They also have a boutique that “moms
to be” can shop at to meet the needs of a baby on the way.  By keeping doctor
appointments, attending counseling and parenting classes, they acquire “points” that
they use to shop with.  Assure is so well thought of it has become a model that
pregnancy centers have come to from across the nation to receive training and model
after.  Special is a key word indeed for this, what a wonderful way to generate life in
the church by supporting life!  For anyone who would like go ahead and send gifts we
will gladly shop for you and/or bring your shower gifts to church!  Let us know if you
have any questions!  Assure will be coming to church shortly after Christmas to share
with us about their work and we look forward to that as well.  Thank you in advance
for your abundant support of this wonderful mission project!

Most needed items:
Swings 
Car Seat Covers 
Backpack Diaper Bags                                  
Pants- (low on 12-2T) 
Outfits – (low on sizes 18M-2T)  
Sleepers – (Low on 12M-2T)
Bottles
High chairs
Baby Monitors
Burp Cloths
Wash Cloths / Towels
Bouncers
Bibs
Diaper Pail
Underwear (2T/3T)
Convertible Style Car Seats
Toys -for 2 Year olds

Other items needed:
Pull-Ups (2T/3T)      
Diapers- Disposable
Wipes
Booties/Shoes/Socks
Safety items – 
plug covers, baby gates, etc
Pacifiers
Digital Thermometers
Winter Coats/Mittens/etc
Heavy/Receiving Blankets 
Crib Sheets
Teething
Toddler Utensils/Cups
Exersaucers
Baby Care Items: Lotion, Shampoo,
Powder, Vaseline, 
Diaper Rash Cream, Baby Oil

Thank you for your support of Moms and Babies!!,  
These above items are made available to our moms (& dads) who attend our Parenting Classes.  They come and

learn about parenting and also “purchase” items needed for their babies with the points they earn. For questions,
email leanna@assureomaha.com.

No Cost, Professional
Women's Center in 

Omaha, Nebraska and
Council Bluffs, Iowa

...you are beautiful
and stronger than

you know.


