
How to Lead a Child to Christ at every phase 

A phase is a timeframe in a kid's life when you can leverage distinctive opportunities to 
influence their future.  
We want to maximize the impact of the phase we have influence in.  
That means that we will learn about kids in their specific phase and how to make a 
difference in their lives and connect with them in how they think and relate to God and 
the world around them.   

“Asking Jesus to be your Forever Friend” is the language we use in Kid’sWay to explain 
SALVATION. Salvation is believing that Jesus died on the cross in your place and that 
He rose from the dead, defeating sin and death, and now He is in heaven preparing a 
place for you (all those who believe).  

Here are a few logistics for praying with kids:  
Explain what asking Jesus to be your Forever Friend means-  
1) believing Jesus is who He says He is  
2) Jesus is the Son of God; He died on the cross for our sins, rose from the dead on the 
third day, and is in heaven waiting for us  
3) if we confess with our mouth and believe in our hearts, we will be saved from sin 
(salvation)  

-the prayer does not save them; believing in Jesus saves them from sin  
-we want to always respond to Jesus, whether it is for the first time or not, we can 
respond to Jesus  
-we are saved when we first believe!  

Sample prayer in your manual:  
Dear Jesus, 
I believe in You. 
I believe You died on the cross for my sins. 
I believe You rose from the dead on the third day. 
And I believe You are in heaven waiting for me.  
I want to live life Your way. 
In Your Name, 
Amen 



Here is a little more info about kids in each of the Elementary ages within the 
Elementary Phase of life.  

In the Elementary phase, or ENGAGE phase, the best way to resolve their relational 
questions is to engage. We do this through hands on activities, discussion and 
conversation, presentation of the gospel in a variety of ways, and multiple opportunities 
for the kids to respond.  Through this phase kids are shifting from wanting to be seen by 
adults to wanting to be seen by adults AND peers. We want to ENGAGE them at this 
unique opportunity to influence their future.  

In Kindergarten and first grade, a child craves adult attention and approval. When 
adults demonstrate interest in a kid's progress, kids improve abilities. They are highly 
influenced by adults rather than their peers. Use this distinct opportunity to influence 
their future, by sharing Jesus and what He has done for them, allowing them the 
opportunity to ask Jesus to be their Forever Friend.  

In second and third grade, a kid wants to know how their abilities compare with peers. 
When adults praise a kid's persistence and efforts, kids broaden competence. This 
gives you the the unique opportunity to encourage and develop kids in their relationship 
with Jesus and their ability to pursue God. Your feedback will influence their future 
willingness to relate with God.  

In fourth and fifth grade, a kid begins to prioritize friends in a new way. When adults 
make introductions and include peers, kids develop friendships. This is the transition 
time from wanting to please only adults to wanting to please adults AND their peers. 
Connecting kids with others who know Jesus and want to follow Him is a way to engage 
kids at this phase. Point them towards each other and help them make connections with 
other kids not only with you and the other leaders. This is a way they will continue in 
their relationship with God.  

Kids connect with God through stories in the ENGAGE phase.  
Using stories helps them connect with God.  

Tell (1) story. Connect each story to the story of salvation or the story of Jesus. This will 
help them to connect what is true. Use real illustrations from their lives to give concrete 
evidence and support their concrete-thinking.  

Then, make it fun. This is how they learn; this is their main objective in this phase- to 
have fun. As you tell the story of Jesus and use stories (like referring to the skits and the 
Bible story) you will engage the kids in this phase. Using real life illustrations and 
examples helps them to concretely see how they can follow Jesus. And lastly,  make it 
fun. We use games and activities to constantly teach through having fun.  

It is my firm belief that every child who is presented with the good news of Jesus wants 
to respond to Him. You have the distinct opportunity to pray with your kids for the first 
time to ask Jesus to be their Forever Friend.  



Kindergarten- engage their imagination- use creativity in presenting the gospel. I will 
be leading the response time which gives you an example of how to pray with the kids. 
This is not the only way, it is just a way that we can all use the same, simple language. 
We want to be consistent in our presentations.   

1st/2nd Grade-   
These kids are the mostly likely to respond to asking Jesus to be their Forever Friend. It 
is new to them, they may not have heard this before, and they are wanting to please 
adults. So using clear, simple communication will give them an opportunity to respond. If 
they happen to respond every night, that is ok! Encourage them that they have asked 
Jesus to be their Forever Friend and He is still with them. Encourage them that we want 
to constantly respond to Jesus.   

3rd/4th Grade-   
These kids will respond to specific questions. This is why we present this very 
concretely. When praying with them, use very clear and simple language. Not watered 
down language, but clear, consistent, and simple. They will respond to the gospel.  

5th/6th Grade-  
These kids are now thinking more of their friends and how those around them are 
responding. At this phase, it may be helpful to engage the group with prayer and have 
more group prayers and activities rather than singling a child out. Give them group 
responses and group prayers/activities will be helpful.   


