
 

      WORDS MATTER – p. 5                                                            

             “Affirming Grace”                                 Pastor Duke Crawford 

                Ephesians 4:29                                                              10.17.21                                          

 

 

“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, 

that it may give grace to those who hear.”  Ephesians 4:29 

 

Because Words Matter –  

1 – Don’t speak words that corrupt 

-Notice it’s not saying “Don’t speak corrupt words” but “Don’t speak words that corrupt or that are  

 corrupting.” 

-So there isn’t a list of words not to say (although there are words we shouldn’t say!) 

 but it is a prohibition against speaking words that have a corrupting effect on the hearer. 

 -Not the word as much as the effect of the word. 

-So sometimes the issue isn’t what is said but how it is said and why it is said. 

 

 -This is not to justify the use of “swear words” –  

-To speak words that minimize massive realities or that slander what is sacred is sinful 

 – and corrupting to those who hear –  

  

-But the bigger point is that anything we say could be corrupting to the hearer –  

 -So, it’s not just carrying around a list of prohibited words –  

-It’s more a matter of filtering your words through the question filter “Is this corrupting?” 

 

 -Corrupting words –  

  -The word means “rotten” or “worthless” or “decaying” 

  -Corrupting words can be –  

   -Slanderous 

   -Profane 

   -Demeaning 

   -Manipulative 

   -Abusive 

   -Boastful 

   -Hurtful 

   -Untrue 

   -Unloving 

  - Ask yourself: 

   -Is it true; Is it kind; Is it necessary? 

 

 

2 – Speak words that build up 

 -“but only such as is good for building up” 

  -To build up is to edify –  

 

 -Every person in your life (including you) is a building project –  

  -Therefore everyone is under construction. 

  -And the words you speak are either corrupting words which tear down –  

   -Or they are edifying words that build up. 

  -This takes us straight back to the wisdom of that Proverb –  

   -18:21 – “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.” 



 

 

3 – Speak words that fit the occasion 

 -“as fits the occasion” 

  -Or “what meets the need” 

-And don’t miss the word “the” (we call it a “definite article”) becomes “the” makes the need 

specific. 

 

 -Edifying words fill needs –  

  -The need may be knowledge, encouragement, or correction –  

  -But the word is fitting in that it is meeting the need. 

  

  -What you are saying is true, but is it the right time and place? 

  -Proverbs 25:11 – “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.” 

   -That sounds like a costly centerpiece for your table! 

-Proverbs 25:12 – “Like a gold ring or ornament of gold is a wise reprove to a listening ear.” 

 

4 – Speak words that give grace to those who hear  
  -So, the words you speak that are edifying and fitting give grace to those who hear! 

 

 -What is “grace?” 

  -Grace is the unmerited (undeserved) favor of God. 

   -Jesus Himself is called God’s grace –  

-Titus 2:11 – “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 

people…” 

  -Grace is God doing for us what we can’t do for ourselves –  

-We are saved by grace through faith – “And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God…” Eph. 2:8, 9 

  -Grace is also the spiritual power of God that causes life and growth –  

   -It strengthens, enables and preserves –  

-1 Cor. 15:10 – “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and this grace toward me was 

not in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, thought it was not I, but 

the grace of God that is with me.” 

  -Grace of God’s spiritual “gluon” –  

   -Gluon to the physicist is the invisible force than holds the atom together –  

    -More specifically the force that holds the quarks of a proton together. 

    -It is invisible yet real – and needed for all matter to consist! 

   -The grace of God is spiritual gluon! 

 

 -Words that edify and that are fitting also minister grace to those who hear –  

-That includes the one you’re talking to but could also include anyone who happens to hear. 

 -The way you talk to one child could be grace to another. 

 -The way you talk to your spouse could be grace to your children. 

 

 

 

 


