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1 Samuel 16:1-14 
 
Context: In 1 Samuel 15, Saul has just been rejected as king by God through Samuel because of his pride and 
disobedience. Saul thought he could satisfy his own desires and fulfill God's commands by only obeying halfway. Partial 
obedience is complete disobedience. God demands complete obedience, and as a result God regrets that he had made 
Saul king over Israel, and he is rejected as the king for God's people. This is a severe blow for Israel and Samuel. Samuel 
takes it so hard that he heads home to Ramah and closes himself off in mourning and grieving the sin of Saul and the loss 
of the king, the 1st king of Israel, that was at the beginning of his ministry as a prophet.  
 
16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? 
 
Have you ever felt the way that Samuel felt? 
 
Elijah [1 Kings 19]  
 
Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons.” 
 
As Christians, these first three verses of this passage give some amazing insight into the mind and heart of God.  
 
-- God cares.  
 
 
-- God is faithful.  
 
 
-- God is sovereign (Micah 5:2).  
 
 
-- God is good.  
 
 
How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” 
 
 
 
And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I declare to you.” 
 
 
 
4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and 
said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves, and 
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  
 
 
 
 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before him.” 
 



7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. 
For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
 
For God, the physical features, looks, skills and abilities matter very little even though that's what matters most to men and 
the world, but what matters most is their heart...do they love the Lord their God with all of their heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. This has always been God's desire from Adam, to Israel, to the new king, to God's reason for our existence.  
 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 
9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 And Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all 
your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy 
and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day 
forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.  
 
 
Anointing— 
 
 
Acts 13:13-25 -- 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I 
have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart [1Samuel 13:14], who will do all my will.’ 23 Of this man’s 
offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of 
repentance to all the people of Israel.  
 
 
Because David loved God with his whole heart, God was able to use him to set in motion the greatest, most loving and 
miraculous thing that the world has ever seen or will see. Through the line of David, the great Messiah would come to 
crush Satan and defeat sin, graciously and miraculously providing forgiveness, rescue, and new purpose and life to all that 
would believe and accept it. God used David because he committed his whole heart to God in love.  
 

 
What is God looking for in people that can be used for His great and glorious plans?  
 
 
 
What God doesn't need:  
 
 
 
 
What God wants:  
 


