Hillcrest Baptist Church
3045 Deans Bridge Rd.
Augusta, GA 30906

There were only a few coins in the hat – spare
change from folks as they hurried past. A man was
walking by. He took a few coins from his pocket and
dropped them into the hat. He then took the sign,
turned it around, and wrote some words. Then he put
the sign back in the boy’s hand so that everyone who
walked by would see the new words.
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Today I have a short story for you about Thanksgiving.
I’m not quite sure of the origin of this story, but it is a
true story that can speak tremendously to our lives. A
blind boy sat on the steps of a building with a hat by
his feet. He held up a sign which read, “I am blind,
please help.”

Soon the hat began to fill up. A lot more people were
giving money to the blind boy. That afternoon, the
man who had changed the sign returned to see how
things were. The boy recognized his footsteps and
asked, “Were you the one who changed my sign this
morning? What did you write?”
The man said, “I only wrote the truth. I said what you
said but in a different way.” I wrote, “Today is a
beautiful day, but I cannot see it.” Both signs spoke
the truth. But the first sign simply said the boy was
blind, while the second sign conveyed to everyone
walking by how grateful they should be to see…

And the times when everything just seems to be
going smoothly? We often take these precious
moments for granted too, don’t we? Caught up in
the bliss, comfort, and familiarity of it all, we can
simply forget to be thankful.
So what, then, is gratitude? Simply put, gratitude is a
habit. It’s a way of looking at the world and all the
good things in it with a feeling of appreciation,
regardless of whether or not your current situation is
to your liking.
Gratitude is a heart-centered approach to being at
peace with yourself and with all you have. When you
practice this feeling of gratitude, it attracts even
MORE things into your life for which to be grateful.
Go ahead, try it out right now. What or who do you
have in your life to be thankful for?
Until next time, Keep Tapping!

Pastor Charles
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When your life seems full of troubles, it seems difficult
to maintain an attitude of gratitude, doesn’t it? All we
see are our problems, like a blackened storm cloud
casting a dark shadow over our lives.
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Sunday Morning Worship Services will
continue to be held at 11:00 a.m. in the
Sanctuary. We will continue to practice
social distancing and wear masks
according to the recommended
guidelines from the CDC and other
health and government agencies.
Sunday School will resume on
November 1 at 10:00 a.m. All Adults will
meet together in the Fellowship Hall, and
childcare will be provided. Social
distancing will be observed and masks
will be required for attendance.
Children’s Church will follow during the
morning worship service.
Wednesday evening Praise & Prayer
Service continues to meet at 6:30 p.m. in
the Sanctuary. We will practice social
distancing, wear masks, and no food will
be served. We will have a time of praise
and prayer as we meet on Wednesday
evenings. The Wednesday prayer sheet
with announcements will be distributed
at the prayer meeting.
If you are unable or uncomfortable
returning to the Church, you can still
worship with us online on our Website at
www.hillcrestbaptistaugusta.org/sermons
-and-bible-studies and on our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/
HillcrestBaptistChurchAugusta.

Children’s Church
has resumed and
meets every
Sunday in the WMU
room behind the
Sanctuary from 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Registration is required on our Website
at www.hillcrestbaptistaugusta.org/
children.
We look forward to seeing you and your
friends there!!
It’s that Time Again!
Operation Christmas
Child
Shoeboxes, labels for
Boy or Girl, and a gift
suggestion list with
Do’s and Don’ts are
on the table at the back of the
Sanctuary. Filled boxes should be
returned no later than November 15.
If you are unable to
attend our worship
services at the church,
please continue giving
your tithes and
offerings. You may mail your offering to
the church, drop it by the church office,
or donate online on our Website at
www.hillcrestbaptistaugusta.org/give.
Election Day
November 3
If you haven’t already
voted, don’t forget to
cast your ballot on
Tuesday, November 3.

Sunday School
Resumes
November 1, 2020
All Adults will meet together
in the Fellowship Hall; childcare will be
provided. Masks are required and social
distancing will be observed.
Hillcrest Family,
Our Praise Team continues
to grow in spite of all that has gone on around
us. To God Be the Glory! Kenny and Ronnie
have come on to give the male population a
boost! I appreciate all those who have been
so faithful - Connie, Gerry, Kathy, and Sheila over the past few months. They all have been
a real support in helping the Team have a
much fuller sound on stage. I am continuing to
need additional voices as we work towards a
full choir in the future. I completely understand
as some former choir members are not ready
to join us at this time; knowing God has a plan
for all of us in the future, I pray God will help
those who are working on a cure and
vaccine for the virus that has devastated
many around us.

Plan now to join us as we study God’s
Word together!

Procedures and Practices
for Church Safety
November 10, 7:00 p.m.
LT Terry Norman of the Marshal’s Office
will speak about safety at the church
during worship services and other
gatherings.

Since Sunday School is starting November 1st,
Sunday Praise Team will rehearse at 9:40 a.m.
so those desiring to attend Sunday School can
participate; Wednesday night rehearsal will
remain at 7:30 after prayer and praise time. I
know the Holidays are fast approaching and
we will be singing Christmas seasonal songs
very soon, so this would be a good time to join
if possible. God only knows when the next
phase of music teams will develop.
Thank you all for being so supportive of the
changes we have had to make this year. It’s
not the way we would have planned it. Please
continue to pray for God’s will and vision for
our church and the music program that it will
be honoring and uplifting to the Lord Jesus
Christ.
In His Steps,
Bill

There will be no Thanksgiving meal or
Wednesday service during the week of
Thanksgiving. The Church Offices will be
closed Thursday and Friday,
November 26-27.
Have a safe and blessed holiday
remembering to thank God for our many
blessings.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

3

4

Daylight-Saving Time Ends
9:40 AM Praise Choir Rehearsal
10:00 AM Sunday School Resumes
11:00 AM Children's Church
11:00 AM Morning Worship in the
Sanctuary

10:00 AM Food Pantry Is
Closed Until Further Notice

Election Day - Remember 6:30 PM Bible Study and
to Vote!
Prayer Meeting - no
supper
7:30 PM Praise Choir
Rehearsal

8

9

10

11

9:40 AM Praise Choir Rehearsal
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Children's Church
11:00 AM Morning Worship in the
Sanctuary

10:00 AM Food Pantry Is
Closed Until Further Notice

6:00 PM Budget &
Finance Committee
7:00 PM Deacons'
Meeting

Veterans Day
6:30 PM Bible Study and
Prayer Meeting - no
supper
7:30 PM Praise Choir
Rehearsal

15

16

17

18

9:40 AM Praise Choir Rehearsal
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Children's Church
11:00 AM Morning Worship in the
Sanctuary

10:00 AM Food Pantry Is
Closed Until Further Notice

22

23

9:40 AM Praise Choir Rehearsal
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Children's Church
11:00 AM Morning Worship in the
Sanctuary

10:00 AM Food Pantry Is
Closed Until Further Notice

29

30

1st Sunday of Advent
9:40 AM Praise Choir Rehearsal
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Children's Church
11:00 AM Morning Worship in the
Sanctuary

10:00 AM Food Pantry Is
Closed Until Further Notice

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

28

6:30 PM Bible Study and 12:00 PM Billie Jo
Prayer Meeting - no
Sullivent Class takes
supper
Lunch to the Burn Unit
7:30 PM Praise Choir
Rehearsal

24

1

25

26

27

No Wednesday Evening
Activities

Thanksgiving Day
Church Offices Closed Happy Thanksgiving!

Church Offices Closed Happy Thanksgiving!

2

3

4

5

6:30 PM Bible Study and
Prayer Meeting - no
supper
7:30 PM Praise Choir
Rehearsal

If you are not yet able to return to the Sanctuary for worship, please join us online for worship services on Sundays at
11:00 a.m. at this link – www.hillcrestbaptistaugusta.org/sermons-and-bible-studies or on our Facebook page at this link –
www.facebook.com/hillcrestbaptistaugusta.

