
Family Devotional 
 

Israel’s Unfaithfulness 
 

Scripture Reading 
(Judges 2:1-5, 11-15) 
 
The life of Joshua was over, and the people of Israel began to disobey God. He sent his angel 
to warn the people what happens when they disobey and he is no longer with them. The people 
wept for what they had done and sacrificed so that their sin could be forgiven and they wouldn’t 
be separated from God. 
 
After Joshua’s death, though, we see the people of Israel enter into a cycle when they disobey 
God and their sin separates them from him. They began to worship and serve other gods, fake 
ones. They turned away from God and did what they wanted to. Their separation cost them 
dearly. God promised the people of Israel they would know that they walked with them because 
he would drive out all the inhabitants in the Promised Land. 
 
God warned them what would happen if they were separated from him: they would have to fight 
their battles alone. Walking without God left them “in terrible distress.” 
 
 
Discussion 
 

1) In 2:2, God tells the people, “But you have not obeyed my voice,” and then asks, “What 
is this you have done?” Read 1 John 1:9. How do these two verses work together to tell 
the importance of confessing your sin to God? How does confession help us? 

 
 

2) Consider again 1 John 1:9. The people of Israel “sacrificed to the Lord” when they turned 
away from their sin and asked forgiveness. How did Jesus make a way for us to be 
forgiven when we repent? 

 
 

3) The people of Israel were “in terrible distress” when they turned away from the Lord and 
felt the consequences of walking without him. How are we similar to the Israelites in this 
way? When is a time when you have experienced the destruction of sin? How did God 
redeem you after you repented? 

 
Pray 
Pray 1 John 1:9 with your family. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any unconfessed sin in your life, 
repent and thank God for being faithful to forgive.  


