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Welcome to
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Welcome!
We are glad you have chosen to find out more about Pine Terrace Baptist
Church. This class is the basic introduction to our church family. The goal of this
class is three-fold. The first goal is that you will come to see the value of uniting
with the Pine Terrace family. The second goal is that you will choose to affirm
your relationship with Jesus. The third is to invite you to join us on mission as
we seek to “Transform Our Community for Christ.”
We are united by: 1. Our Salvation: We all have a personal relationship with God
through His Son, Jesus Christ. 2. Our Love: We are bound to each other by
love. We are a family. 3. Our Beliefs: We are bound by our agreement on the
core teachings of the Bible. 4. Our Structure: We agree on the way we will function as a church. 5. Our Strategy: We agree on the overall plan to “Guide People to Become Fully Devoted Followers of Jesus.” 6. Our Vision: We agree on
why we exist as a church.
At the conclusion of our time of study, we will share with you our “Membership
Covenant” and you will be given an opportunity to become a member of Pine
Terrace. Again, thank you for considering Pine Terrace as your church home.
If you have already made the decision to join the Pine Terrace family, we welcome you and are honored to serve our Lord along side you!
Blessings,

Mike Wiggins
Senior Pastor
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
In the book of John, we see Jesus conversing with a religious leader named
Nicodemus. Although Nicodemus lived a morally impeccable life, Jesus said to him,
“Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
(John 3:3)
You see, spiritual life demands a spiritual birth. No matter how well Nicodemus
followed the law and religious tradition, he would not enter the kingdom of heaven
without being born again. This means living a new life with a new status and a new
identity, all found in Christ. Because God loves us, He desires a relationship with us.
For that relationship to occur, we first must turn from our sin and receive Jesus as our
Savior.

In the Beginning...

Genesis tells of how God created the world in 6 days. On the 6th day God created man:
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed
them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.” Genesis 1:27-18

Unlike the other creatures God created, we were created to have a personal relationship with God and to manage the rest of His creation. This makes us special!
Scripture speaks of God’s great love for us time and time again. “I have loved
you with an everlasting love…” (Jeremiah 31:3) “Even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will…” (Ephesians 1:4-5)
When we know and love God, we are able to live in harmony with His purpose
for our lives. This produces tremendous benefits for those who do so: a clear conscience (Romans 8:1), life & peace (Romans 8:6), help with weaknesses (Romans 8:26),
purpose (Romans 8:28), confidence (Romans 8:31), security (Romans 8:39), power &
strength (Philippians 4:13), fulfillment (Philippians 4:19), and freedom (John 8:32, 36).
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What went wrong...

Although we are loved by God and were
created to have a relationship with Him, man
has a natural desire to be self-centered and
to ignore God’s principles for living. The Bible
calls this attitude sin. Because of our human
nature, we each struggle with sin as we focus on ourselves instead of God’s will for us
(Isaiah 53:6, 1 John 1:8). Sin breaks our close
relationship with God because we cannot
be unified with Him when we have sin in our
lives (Romans 3:23, Isaiah 59:2).
When our relationship with God is not right,
it causes problems in every area of our lives:
marriages, careers, relationships, finances,
etc. When we face these problems, we often
try many different ways of coping before turning to God (Proverbs 16:25). Even those who
recognize that their deepest need is God try
wrong ways of coming to know Him by simply doing good deeds, attending church, or
giving up bad habits.

But wait… There’s more…

Because of God’s great love for us, He made
a way for us to restore our relationship with
Him (Romans 5:8). God sent His only son to
earth as a human being to bring us back to
Himself (John 3:16, 1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus was
the perfect sacrifice for our sin and through
His death and resurrection it is now possible
for us to find true forgiveness from our sins.
God took the initiative to reclaim our relationship with Him, and He now waits for us to
individually accept what He has done for us
(John 14:6).
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What now…

Accepting God’s gift of salvation through Jesus is simple. These steps outline the examination of your heart and your response when choosing to believe in Jesus and make Him
Lord of your life.

Admit that God has not been your priority in life and ask Him to
forgive your sins.

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9

Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins, that He
rose again, and that He is alive today.

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12

Accept God’s free gift of salvation and acknowledge
that you can do nothing to earn it.

Our relationship with God is not restored by anything we do, but on the
basis of what Jesus already did for us.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
Ephesians 2: 8-9

Invite Jesus to come into your life and be the authority
(Lord) over your life.

“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God.” John 1:12
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.”
Revelation 3:20

You can take these steps by praying a simple prayer of commitment to God:
“Dear Jesus, thank you for making me and loving me even when I’ve ignored you and
gone my own way. I realize I need you in my life, and I’m sorry for my sins. I ask you to
forgive me. Thank you for dying on the cross. I believe that you died for me and that you
rose from the dead and you are alive today. As much as I know how, I want to follow you
from now on. Please come into my life and make me a new person inside. I accept your
gift of salvation. Please help me to grow now as a Christian.”
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BAPTISM

Why should I be baptized?

When Jesus was on earth, He set an example for us of Baptism. Although He was perfect and had no sin, He demonstrated His
commitment to God by being baptized (Mark
1:9). Following His death and resurrection,
Jesus commanded His followers to:
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20
By following Jesus’ example and command,
being obedient in baptism demonstrates that
you are truly a believer (Acts 18:8, 1 John 2:3).

What is the meaning of baptism?

Baptism illustrates Jesus’ burial and resurrection. By being baptized, you are identifying
yourself in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Just as Jesus was raised to new life, so does
baptism illustrate that you now have new life as a Christian. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6: 3-4
Baptism does not make you a believer, but it shows that you already believe. Only your
faith in Jesus Christ can save you. Therefore, we practice the ordinance of baptism simply
as an outward symbol of the commitment that you made in your heart.

Why does Pine Terrace baptize by immersion?

First and foremost, Pine Terrace baptizes by immersion because we see in scripture that
Jesus was baptized by immersion (Matthew 3:16). In an effort to follow His example, we do
the same.
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The disciples also continued this practice as they shared what they believed and saw others come to know Jesus as their Savior.
“And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the
water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.” Acts 8:38-39
The Greek word for baptism (baptizo) that is used in the Bible literally means “to immerse
or dip underwater.” This makes clear the intention of Biblical baptism. Physically, baptism by
immersion best symbolizes our identification in Jesus’ death as we are submerged in the
water and resurrection as we emerge from the water.

Who should be baptized?

Some churches practice a “baptism of confirmation” for children. This ceremony is intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on the behalf of the child. The parents
promise to raise their child in their faith until the child is old enough to make his own personal confession of Christ. This custom began about three hundred years after the Bible
was completed and therefore we do not practice this.
As the purpose of baptism is to publically confess your personal commitment to Christ,
every person who believes in Christ and has accepted Him as their Savior is eligible for
baptism.
“So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that
day about three thousand souls.” Acts 2:41

When should I be baptized?

Just as the Ethiopian Eunuch was immediately
baptized when he believed (Acts 8:35-38), you
should be baptized as soon as you believe!
There is no reason to delay. As soon as you
have decided to receive Christ into your life, you
can and should be baptized. If you wait until you
are ‘perfect’, you will never feel good enough.
At Pine Terrace, you can be baptized in any service as soon as possible!

How can I arrange to be baptized?

Let a pastor know that you are ready to be baptized by coming forward during our public invitation time, or by visiting the Next Steps booth. He
will talk with you personally, answer any questions you may have, and assist you in scheduling
your baptism.
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THE LORD’S SUPPER
What is the Lord’s Supper?

“For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

The Lord’s Supper is an object lesson that represents a great spiritual truth for believers. It is a time for remembrance of the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross as the bread
is a symbol of His body and the drink a symbol of His blood. It is a time for reflection as
each person examines their own heart (1 Corinthians 11:28). And, it is a time for repentance
as we confess our sins to the Lord (1 Corinthians 11:31).

How often do we observe the Lord’s Supper?

Jesus never said when or how often believers should observe the Lord’s Supper. At
Pine Terrace, we typically observe the Lord’s Supper every fifth Sunday during our morning
worship service. Often, we observe it in connection with special holidays with spiritual significance such as Thanksgiving, Christmas, or Easter. We must be careful not to allow the
Lord’s Supper to become a ritual or pious habit in which it no longer remembers Christ and
loses its significance.
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BIBLICAL DOCTRINES

God

God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three personalities: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one God.
Genesis 1:1,26,27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; I Peter 1:2; II Corinthians 13:14

Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ is Lord. He is the Son of God, meaning He is divine. He is co-equal with the
Father. Jesus lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the
sins of all people by dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His power over sin and death. He ascended to Heaven’s glory and will return again
someday to earth to reign as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.
Matthew 1:22,23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5,14; 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14,15; I Corinthians 15:3,4; Romans 1:3,4; Acts 1:9-11; I Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13

The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is present in the world
to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the
moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. He gives every believer a spiritual gift when
they are saved. As Christians we seek to live under his control daily.
II Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13; 14:16,17; Acts 1:8; I Corinthians 2:12; 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18

The Bible

The Bible is God’s Word to us. It is inspired of God. Human authors under the supernatural
guidance of the Holy Spirit wrote it. It is an accurate revelation of God and what He wants
us to know. It is inerrant and infallible. It is always true. It is the supreme source of truth and
the supreme authority for Christian beliefs and living.
II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:20, 21; II Timothy 1:13; Psalm 119:105; 160; 12:6; Proverbs 30:5

Humanity

People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character. People are the
supreme object of God’s creation. Although every person has tremendous potential for
good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called “sin.” This attitude separates people from God and causes many problems for life.
Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1, 2
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Salvation

Salvation is God’s free gift to us but we must accept it. We can never make up for our sin
by self-improvement or good works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God’s offer of forgiveness can anyone be saved from sin’s penalty. When we turn from our self-ruled life
and turn to Jesus in faith, we are saved. Eternal life begins the moment one receives Jesus
Christ into his life by faith.
Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8,9; John 14:6; 1:12; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1

Eternal Security

Because God gives us eternal life through Jesus Christ, the true believer is secure in that
salvation for eternity. If you have been genuinely saved, you cannot “lose” it. Salvation is
maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of the Christian. It is the
grace and keeping power of God that gives us this security.
John 10:29; II Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25; 10:10, 14; I Peter 1:3-5

Eternity

People were created to exist forever. We will either exist eternally separated from God by
sin in Hell or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation in Heaven. To be eternally separated from God is Hell. To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life. Heaven
and Hell are real places of existence.
John 3:16; 2:25; 5:11-13; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:15
If you are interested in reading further about these major doctrines, please
consult one of our pastors for a list of helpful reading material.

BAPTIST DISTINCTIVES
Based on what the Bible teaches, we, as Baptists, feel very strongly about the following
seven practices:

1. The Bible is our sole authority.

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17
Since God’s Word is the only completely reliable and truthful authority, we accept the Bible as our manual for living. Our first question when faced with a decision is “What does
the Bible say?” We practice daily Bible reading, Bible study, and Bible memorization. The
Bible is the basis for all we believe.
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2. Each local church is an autonomous.

“And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.” Colossians 1:18
Christ is the recognized head of our church, not any person, group, or religious organization.
While recognizing the value of associating and cooperating with other groups of Christians, we
believe every local church should be self-governing and independent from any denominational
control. We choose to cooperate with other Southern Baptist causes and churches in the Santa Rosa Baptist Association, Florida Baptist Convention, and Southern Baptist Convention as it
relates to our overall purpose as a church.

3. Every believer has access to God.

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9
The Bible teaches that every Christian is called to “full-time” Christian service regardless of his
or her vocation. We practice the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every
believer to find a place of service and ministry. Every believer has direct access to God through
prayer and Bible reading.

4. Every believer is called to tithe.

“Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is
the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord.” Leviticus 27:30
At Pine Terrace we encourage tithing for the support of Christ’s Body, the church, as God commands. We recognize that giving 10 percent is a Biblical standard of giving that we should be
attaining or striving in God’s power to attain.

5. Baptism by immersion

“…having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.”
Colossians 2:12
We practice baptism by immersion under water – the way Jesus was baptized and the way the
Bible commands.

6. The Holy Spirit must lead our lives.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
We believe the only way possible to live the Christian life is by God’s power within us. So we
seek to practice a daily dependence on God’s Spirit to enable us to do what is right. (Philippians 2:13; Ephesians 5:18)

7. Believers must tell others about Jesus.

“And I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.” Philemon 1:6
It is the responsibility of every Christian to share the Good News with those God brings us into
contact with. We practice personal sharing about Christ and inviting friends to church.
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OUR HISTORY

In 1972, Ferris Hill Baptist Church began a church plant to meet the need of a growing area northwest of Milton. Holding its first worship service in the garage of a willing family, Pine Terrace Baptist Church began. In August of 1973, Pine Terrace was declared a sovereign church with 48 charter members.
Between the years of 1973 and 2007, land was purchased and buildings were built
in order to meet the needs of this growing church. This was made possible by the faithful
and generous giving of church members who aligned themselves with the vision of Pine
Terrace. In 2009, our most recent addition to our beautiful church was completed. This
new worship center brought endless possibilities of community impact and church growth
as it seats approximately 1,200 people. We reap the benefits of this new building on a daily
basis as it houses our administrative offices, on a weekly basis as we gather together for
worship, and on an annual basis as we host showings of Christian films, school concerts,
and special programs all designed to transform our community for Christ.

OUR MOTIVATION

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9

Pine Terrace is called to do ministry for the sole purpose of bringing glory to
God. In everything we do, we seek to reflect the grace and love of Jesus as we proclaim what He has done for us.
With God’s glory as our motivation, we must never stop growing. God loves
people and wants to see all people come to a saving knowledge of Him by repenting of their sins (2 Peter 3:9). God commands us to invite and invest in the lives of
those who don’t know Him (Luke 14:23). It is God’s will for us to grow, both by expanding and edifying the church (Colossians 2:19).
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OurValues

OurMission

• Leading People to
Faith in Christ
• Experiencing Life
Together
• Teaching Biblical
Truth
• Leading people
to faith in Christ
• Worshipping God
• Experiencing
life together
• Demostrating
a
Heart for the World

Guiding People
to Become

Our Values

• Teaching biblical truth
• Worshipping God

• Demonstrating a heart for the world
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Fully
Our
Vision
Devoted
Followers
of Christ

OurVision

Our Mission
Guiding people to become
Fully Devoted Followers
of Christ.
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FULLY DEVOTED FOLLOWERS
Becoming a fully devoted follower of Christ is a process. No matter where you
are in your walk with the Lord, we want to see you grow and discover your next
steps in becoming a follower of Christ. The illustration below is simply an outline of
opportunities to help guide you as you join us in transforming our community for
Christ. For more information about any of these steps, feel free to contact Justin
Gambrell or visit the Next Steps booth in the atrium foyer.
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A FULLY DEVOTED PERSON IS...
A Worshipping Person
who is loving God out of a sense of
“not my will but Your will” obedience, surrender and adventure...
A Praying Person
who is learning to hear
the Father and respond to
His mission just like Jesus
modeled...
A Biblical Person
who is developing a healthy
biblical framework for knowing how to follow Jesus into
every area of life...

A Serving Person
who is continuously loving
their neighbor by blessing
them and hoping to cultivate
a heart open to seeing and
hearing the Gospel...

A Reproducing Person
who is engaging in the
evangelistic and
disciple making life of a
local missional
congregation...

A Generous Person
who is investing for the mission of Jesus as extravegant
levels...

A fully devoted follower of Christ is in the process of
disengaging from the American Dream in order to be led
by Jesus to grab hold of any advance God’s Kingdom at
any cost...
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CHURCH STRUCTURE
The church is a flock. Jesus describes this to us in John 10: 14-15 when He says:

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.”
As sheep, we are in need of someone to lead us. These leaders are our shepherds,
or pastors.
God calls pastors to lead His flock so that the body of Christ may be built up
(1 Peter 5: 1-2, Ephesians 4: 11-12). Pine Terrace’s Senior Pastor provides pastoral oversight for the entire church and is the lead teacher in the church. The pastoral team
consists of four ministerial staff who work under the Senior Pastor to provide direction for the ministry. These Ministerial staff pastors provide direction to specific areas
of ministry. Pine Terrace’s staff also consists of three ministry assistants and maintenance personnel.
Our pastors are assisted in leadership by the deacons. A deacon is not a pastor, but he is a member of the church who assists the pastors in ministering to and
providing leadership for the church body. He must be a person who meets specific
criteria
(I Timothy 3:8-13) concerning his spiritual maturity and character. Deacons are not a
board that administrates but a fellowship of servants. Deacons are elected to three
year terms in which they serve on one of the following five teams: hospital team, grief
recovery team, new member team, nursing home team, or benevolence team.
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AFFILIATION

Pine Terrace has chosen to cooperate with these 3 groups of churches:

The Santa Rosa
Baptist Association

Over 42 churches and missions that work
together to reach our county.

The Florida
Baptist Convention

Over 2900 churches that work together to
reach our state.

The Southern
Baptist Convention

Over forty-five thousand churches across
America that cooperate together in a world-wide effort of missions and support.

What is the Southern Baptist Convention?

It is the largest association of churches in America. With 16 million members and
churches in every state, it is larger than most other denominations combined. Though started in the South (hence the name), the SBC has churches in every state and sends missionaries to over 150 countries throughout the world.
SBC churches include every race, nationality, and ethnic group. Each Sunday, services are held in over a hundred languages in the United States. Southern Baptists are a
growing group of churches. Southern Baptists baptize over a thousand people and begin
nearly five new churches every day.
Working together, Southern Baptists support an Annuity Board (for church personnel),
six seminaries for training pastors and church workers (the largest in the world), an International Mission Board, a North American Mission Board, our own publishing house (Lifeway),
and much more.

Is Pine Terrace an Independent Church?

Yes! Every Southern Baptist Church is completely independent. There is no denominational control or hierarchy, as in other denominations. Each church is self-governed and
determines its own affairs by choosing their own pastor, owning their building and assets,
and determining their own programs.
By affiliating with the Southern Baptist Convention, we identify with other Christians
around the world who are known for their commitment to the Bible and we are able to
participate in the largest missionary organization in the world. Through the “Cooperative
Program” we help support over 5000 career missionaries in over 150 countries around the
world.
21

FINANCES

As believers, we commit to the Lordship of Christ in His finances by understanding lordship and
stewardship. He is the Lord, and we are the stewards. As Lord, God owns everything we have (Leviticus
27:30). All of it is to be committed to Him. We obey Him in everything. As a steward, we are responsible
to manage what God has given us wisely and according to His principles. The early church was able to
accomplish all that God wanted it to because its members were faithful to give. In the same way, Pine Terrace depends on the faithful giving of its members in order to accomplish the work that God calls us to do.
The basic principle of giving at least ten percent of one’s income to the Lord is called tithing. This
principle is practiced throughout scripture and is therefore implemented by the pastor, staff, and deacons
of Pine Terrace. Members are also expected to tithe in order to support our church financially (2 Corinthians 8:7). You can give to Pine Terrace in any worship servic, in the church office, or online at ptbc.org.

How do we manage church finances?

Our church receives offerings in every worship service. Some prefer to give their offering in their
Connection Group classes. All offerings are deposited by our church into the church account. Money is
administered by a thorough process of responsibility and accountability. Our pastoral leaders and other
ministry leaders request expenditures as they relate to ministries they are leading. We have financial staff
that manages the day-to-day financial activity of the church. The whole process is monitored by an elected
Finance Committee which reviews our finances every month. A monthly finance report is presented to the
church membership during our church business conference.

What is the church budget?

Every year our church adopts a financial plan for the coming fiscal year that is known as the church
budget. This is how ministries, maintenance, salaries, and missions are funded. This budget is prepared
through a cooperative effort between our Finance Committee and our pastoral leaders. It is approved by
the church body at large at the church conference in December. The church budget serves as a guide for
the expenditure of all funds during the financial year. Any expenditure exceeding a budget appropriation
allowed by our bylaws must be approved by the church body.

How does Pine Terrace give to missions?

A percentage of Pine Terrace’s budget is earmarked for missions primarily through the Cooperative
Program of the Southern Baptist Convention, and local efforts through the Santa Rosa Baptist Association.
The percentage earmarked for missions can vary year to year but it usually hovers around 12%. In addition
Pine Terrace receives a special offering for International Missions and North American Missions. We set
goals for each offering and 100% of the money goes to missions.

What about special offerings?

We try to limit the amount of special offerings received at Pine Terrace during a given year. This
is so our church will focus on giving through our church budget and to missions. Occasionally during the
year a need arises and our leaders will deem it necessary to receive a special offering. Sometimes these
are known as love offerings. This could be a special offering for a need or an opportunity that arises, or to
support a ministry in a strategic way. In every situation where a special offering is requested our pastoral
leaders have made sure that the ministries receiving the offering are worthwhile, scripturally based, and
full of integrity. We also make sure that when money is received for a special cause that it is designated
and used for that cause.
22

What is the Legacy capital campaign?

Throughout the history of Pine Terrace, God has worked in great ways to grow
our church, both in numbers and in physical size. In 2009, our most recent addition
to the church was completed. The new worship center, administration, and music
building is used on a daily basis as it houses our offices, on a weekly basis as we
gather together for worship, and on an annual basis as we host community impact
events.
Our church has been faithful in giving, reducing our 5.5 million dollar debt to a
current debt of $930,000 dollars. The purpose of our legacy campaign is to eliminate or greatly reduce this debt. By doing so, $20,000 will be available to further our
ministries each month and provide new opportunities to transform our community for
Christ.
As we move toward celebrating our fiftieth anniversary of ministry in just a little
over six years, the challenge before us is to continue the legacy that our original 48
charter members began. As we look to the next fifty years, what will be the legacy of
this generation?
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MEMBERSHIP

The difference between an attender and a member is simple: commitment. Committing to
membership is important as Christ is committed to the church, it is an antidote to our society, it defines who can be counted on, and it produces spiritual growth.

What is expected of me as a member?
Protect the unity of our church

“So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.” Romans 14:19
Christ calls us to be a unified body, and each member must assist in this by acting in love
toward other members (1 Peter 1:22), refusing to gossip (Ephesians 4:29), and by following
the leaders that God has appointed in our church (Hebrews 13:17).

Share the responsibility of our church

Our church cannot grow by the sole efforts of our staff, so we ask you to share in the responsibility of ministry within our church. You can do this by praying for our church (1 Thessalonians 1:2), inviting those who don’t know the Lord to attend (Luke 14:23), and by warmly
welcoming those who visit (Romans 15:7).

Serve the ministry of our
church

Each ministry in our church functions with
the help of our members. You can serve
alongside our church by discovering your
gifts and talents (1 Peter 4:10), by being
equipped to serve by our pastoral leaders
(Ephesians 4:11-12), and by developing a
servant’s heart (Philippians 2:3-4).

Support the testimony of our
church

Our church’s potential within our own community depends heavily on its members.
To protect the testimony of our church, you
should attend faithfully (Hebrews 10:25),
live a godly life (Philippians 1:27), and give
regularly (1 Corinthians 16:2, Malachi 3:10).

X

Please sign here as a commitment between you and
God to uphold these membership commitments.
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MEET OUR STAFF
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DR. MIKE WIGGINS
SENIOR PASTOR

Mike Wiggins is a native of Alabama. He attended the University of
Mobile, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Mid-America Baptist
Theological Seminary where he earned the Bachelors, Masters and Doctor
of Ministry degrees. Mike and Cindy have been married since 1975. Cindy is
also a graduate of the University of Mobile and a first grade teacher at Bagdad Elementary School. Mike and Cindy have two children. Michaela and her
husband, Michael Bush, have two sons, Gavin and Logan; they live in Bagdad, FL. Their son, Chayce, his wife Ashley, and son Finn live in Jacksonville,
NC where Chayce serves in the US Marine Corps as a helicopter pilot.
Mike has served churches in Louisiana and Alabama before coming
to serve as the Senior Pastor at Pine Terrace in 1987. He is an avid fan of college football, especially the University of Alabama.

JUSTIN GAMBRELL
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

A native of Alabama, Justin attended Samford University, earning a
Bachelor of Arts in Religion with a Concentration in Congregational Studies.
While serving in churches from Alabama to Florida, Justin continued his
education and received his Masters of Divinity from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. Since accepting the Lord’s call into ministry, Justin
has served in many areas of church leadership and continues to seek new
ways to reach those he has been called to serve. Justin is married to Amy
and they have three children; Jackson, Colson and Madison. Together,
Justin and Amy have committed their lives to helping people find and grow
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Reaching and serving the world
through ministries inside the church and outreach opportunities is a way of
life for Justin and his family. He strives daily to serve God by loving God’s
children.
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TOMMY HODGE
MUSIC MINISTER

Tommy was born in Evergreen, Alabama and spent his childhood in Mobile, Alabama. He graduated from Theodore High school
and the University of Mobile. Tommy has been a worship pastor for
more than twenty years in Alabama, Louisiana and Florida. He is a
musical writer and arranger and loves leading worship. Tommy has
experience with bands, orchestras and musical groups of all sizes
and experience levels. He is passionate about leading people to
experience worship and encourages others to find their passion
through the worship arts.
Tommy is married to Shana and they have two daughters:
Madison and Meagan.

PETER BURMEISTER

MINISTER OF STUDENTS & MISSIONS

Peter grew up in Daphne, Alabama, on the Eastern Shore of
Mobile Bay. He attended college at the University of Mobile, earning a
Bachelor of Science in Christian Studies. Peter continued his preparation for ministry, earning a Master of Divinity from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. In addition to his education, Peter has spent the
past 13 years in Student Ministry in various Southern Baptist churches
in Alabama, Mississippi and Florida. Peter is married to Amy of Mesa,
Arizona, and they have two children, Maggie and Charlotte. When he’s
not investing in the lives of students, or spending time with his family,
Peter loves the outdoors, and Auburn football. Peter is excited about
what God will continue to do through the students at Pine Terrace.

SHELLEY WATERS

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Shelley was born and raised in Repton, Alabama. After graduating from
Repton High School, she continued her education at Alabama Southern (formerly
known as Patrick Henry State Jr. College). Shelley has experience teaching and
working with children and special needs children through her seven years of
working as a paraprofessional in the public school system, teaching 5th and 6th
grade Connection classes, volunteering in preschool and children’s ministries,
and years of directing Girls in Action and VBS at Pine Terrace. She and her family
joined our fellowship in 1999. Shelley has also served for 5 years on the State
Preschool and Children’s Leadership Team for the Florida Baptist Convention
and has been a key leader in organizing children’s events and training children’s
mission leaders throughout the state.
Shelley and her husband, Robby, were married in 1991. They have two
beautiful children, Karlyn and Jacob. When she is not serving at church, she enjoys cooking and reading.
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ANGELA HANE

DIRECTOR OF PRESCHOOL

Angela was born and raised in Neosho, Missouri. She is a
military wife that has spent several years teaching and serving
children. She is very creative with and educational background
in childcare, art design, photography, and floral design. Angela
uses her creativity and artistic background to bring Bible stories
to life through skits and games. She is married to Justin. Together they have 3 children, Carter, Colton, and Caroline Rose.
When she is not at church serving, she enjoys spending time
with her family and going to the beach.

GUNTER ROGERS

MINISTER OF YOUNG ADULTS & DIRECTOR OF CREATIVE ARTS
Gunter was born and raised in Milton, FL. Gunter graduated
from Milton High School in 2013 and attended the University of Mobile
before being called into full time ministry. Gunter is currently working
towards his B.S. degree in Theology and Church Ministry at Liberty
University’s Rawlings School of Divinity. Gunter accepted the call into
worship ministry at the young age of sixteen and has since felt called
to serve and lead young adults. Gunter and his wife, Rachel, married
in 2017. They have a daughter, Lauren who was born in November
of 2019. Together, they have committed their lives to serving and encouraging others. In his free time, Gunter enjoys the outdoors, spending time with family, and Auburn football. Gunter looks forward to the
growth of the young adult ministry. “I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6.

28

MINISTRIES
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CONNECTIONS GROUPS
Sundays at 8:45
Connections Groups take place each Sunday
morning at 8:45 am. It is a time of growth through
learning more about scripture in small groups
and connecting with other members of the body
of Christ. Connections are a great way to get involved in the fellowship of our church and actively
participate in discipleship.

See Justin Gambrell
for more information.

REFRESH WORSHIP & PRAYER
Wednesday nights at Pine Terrace are a time
of mid week refreshment through a variety of
activities on campus for all ages.

Family Fellowship Dinner: 4:45-6 PM
Pine Terrace Kids Choir: 5:30 PM
Pine Terrace Kids on Mission: 6:15 PM
Student Worship: 6:15 PM
Refresh - Worship & Prayer: 6:15 PM
Equipping Classes: 6:15 PM
Young Adult Worship: 7 PM
For more information on current Equipping Classes,
see Justin Gambrell.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

Pine Terrace Baptist embraces the arts and strives to find new ways to use them for the
glory of God. Our worship is celebrative and life-giving. It is designed to be God honoring
while engaging the heart in a way that is culturally relevant. Our teams continually work
together to clearly communicate the truth of the gospel. Our prayer is for great worshipers
with high artistic and technical standards to join with us to cultivate an experience of worship as we gather each week.

Worship Choir

Worship is an expression of gratitude. We take this
action seriously and craft our services and rehearsals with worship in mind. While we are learning new
music, we endeavor to connect with each other and
Christ. The worship choir rehearses Wednesday
evenings from 6:15 – 7:30 pm in the Music Suite and
is open to anyone who wants to sing.

Praise Team

This team leads our church while modeling worship. We are always looking for worshipers who are
called to lead. Singing well and reading music is important but not the primary criteria to be part of this
team. The praise team is selected from those in the
worship choir by means of an audition and interview.

Worship Band

Psalm 33:3 says that instruments should be played
skillfully. Our team works to be a musical support
system to point the church to Christ through music.
We are excited in connecting with others who play
and want to lead our church.

Media Team

No matter how clearly we communicate through
playing and singing, the message can be lost unless
the technical aspect of our service is done well. We
value creative and technical minded people. There
are many areas to serve with this team; Sound technician, Live Stream video operator, In-House Video
Screen Operator, and Lighting technician are a few
examples of the positions we have.

For more information on our Worship Ministry, contact Tommy Hodge at Tommy@ptbc.org
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PRESCHOOL & CHILDREN
Connecting Kids to Christ!

Our Mission

In every preschool and children’s ministry at Pine Terrace, we help build strong spiritual foundations by
providing opportunities for children to master the big story of the Bible by teaching biblical truth, providing discipleship training, and giving children the opportunity to serve and exercise their faith through
missions and musical worship.

Connections Sundays @ 8:45 am

We provide age-appropriate classes for babies through fifth grade. Connections groups are designed
for smaller groups and taught by teachers who will love and nurture your child while teaching them
biblical truths.

Worship Hour Sundays @ 10:00 am

During worship hour, children have the opportunity to take part in a service designed specifically for
them. Preschool-age children will attend Preschool Worship in our Preschool building. First through fifth
graders will be dismissed directly from their connections class to the Student Worship Center for Kids
Worship.

Wednesday Evenings

Bring your entire family to our Family Activity Building at 4:45 to enjoy a great meal prepared by our very
own chef. Beginning at 5:30 pm, children ages 3 years—5th grade attend Kids Choir followed directly
by PTBC Kids on Mission at 6:15pm. Kids will spend their time praising God, learning about God’s Word
and getting involved with some fun projects to spread His love in our community and beyond. We also
provide childcare for babies and toddlers from 5:15 pm to 7:30 pm so that parents can take advantage
of discipleship classes, choir rehearsal, or Refresh Worship and Prayer.

Shelley Waters

Director of
Children’s Ministries
850.341.1669
swaters@ptbc.org

Angela Hane

Director of
Preschool Ministries
850.549.6198
ahane@ptbc.org
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STUDENT
MINISTRY
Pine Terrace Student Choir
Our student music, media, and
video team meets on Sundays
at 4 PM in the music suite.

Get Connected Weekly

Contact Tommy at thodge@ptbc.org
for more information on Student Music

Connections is a small group environment in

which Students can study the Bible, engage in
prayer, and fellowship with a smaller group of
students their own age and gender.
Worship on Wednesday night is a large group
environment where Students participate in
worship, fellowship, and teaching with the
entire youth group designed to be the front
door of the ministry.

Peter Burmeister
Minister of Students

pburmeister@ptbc.org

Get Connected Year Round
After Hours is a fellowship environment. After

Hours is usually the night before a Monday with no
school. Typical cost is $2 & a 2 liter drink.

Student Impact is a mission emphasis in which

we participate in local missions projects. These
projects are designed to raise awareness of local
needs. We have done yard work, painted houses,
visited assisted living centers, and worked in food
banks.

Disciple Now is a time for students to grow

@ptbcstudents
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through small group Bible studies, worship, mission projects, and fellowship. Our fall edition takes
place off campus, and our spring edition occurs
on campus as part of the SRBA Dnow.

Fuge Camp is a mission/disciple camp in which

students participate in long-term mission projects
for one week in the summer. These projects are
designed to raise awareness and meet needs on
a national and international level.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Pine Terrace Young Adults is a ministry of
young adults that are both in and out of college. These adults are committed to equipping
and teaching the next generation of adults
Biblical truth to reach deeper in their relationship with Christ. Our young adults always aim
to reach outward in our community and higher
in worship.
Join us on Wednesdays in Building E at 7PM
for worship.
Sunday mornings join us for Connections and
breakfast in building E at 8:45 AM followed by
worship at 10 AM.
Retreats and mission trips take place each
semester, so make sure to follow us on social
media so you don’t miss out!

Gunter Rogers

Director of Young Adults

850.485.7603
grogers@ptbc.org
@PTBCYOUNGADULTS

@PTYOUNGADULTS
@PTBCYA
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PINE TERRACE MISSIONS

Pine Terrace missions seeks to empower
followers of Christ within our membership
to impact our area, nation, and world for the
Gospel.
Partnerships are primarily established with
missions agencies that are within our Southern Baptist Convention tribe.

Current partnerhships include:
The Santa Rosa Baptist Association
Florida Baptist Convention
North American Mission Board
International Mission Board.
Opportunities with our established partners
are ongoing. Through these partnerships
Pine Terrace invests in various regions of the
U.S. and overseas. Our mission efforts are
focused on providing resources and serve
teams to improve their quality of life and
share the hope of Christ. We currently have
ongoing partnerships where we are able
to serve in Miami, New Orleans, Alaska and
Haiti.
If you are interested in more information on
Pine Terrace missions contact:
PETER BURMEISTER - MINISTER OF MISSIONS
PBURMEISTER@PTBC.ORG
35

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Our Womens Ministry here at Pine Terrace is alive and
exists to help women of all ages pursue a deepening
relationship with Jesus Christ.

We encourage and equip women to do this by:

Ensuring you have a personal relationship with Jesus.
Challenging you to grow in the knowledge of God’s word.
Helping you to develop a vibrant prayer life.
And discovering your gifts for serving in the body of Christ.

We do this through new and exciting Bible Study
Groups offered both here on campus and in home
groups.
Also, by attending current events such as the annual
spring womens conference and fall retreat. And of
course, by participating in ministry opportunities here at
church, in our local community, our country, and even
overseas.

For more information about
our Women’s Ministry,
contact the Church office

MEN’S MINISTRY

Gridiron Men’s Conference:

This eventful conference will feature Charlie Daniels, Rick Burgess, Tony Evans, and many other
Godly speakers. Make plans to join us this June
Birmingham, AL for this event. For more
information, visit the Welcome Desk.

Men’s Bass Fishing Tournament:

This annual event at Pine Terrace is a special time
of competitive fun as we fish and fellowship. Stay
tuned for more details.

For more information
about our men’s ministry,
contact Robbi Hardy.

Handiman Ministry:

Our handiman ministry meets the needs of members that are physically unable to complete small
jobs around their houses. To join, sign up at the
welcome desk and you will be informed about
needs in the church.
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SENIOR ADULTS MINISTRY

Our senior adult ministry meets on the third Thursday of each month at 11:30 AM in the multipurpose room, for lunch and a time of fellowship. If you are able, we ask that you provide
a side dish. The group also takes day trips and extended trips throughout the year. For
more information about our Senior Adults Ministry see Justin Gambrell.

WOMEN OF GRACE

The “Women of Grace” are a support group of women who have lost their husbands. We
come together regularly for fellowship, healing, sharing our happiness, and to celebrate
life.
We never forget our loved ones, but we strive to move forward in life, knowing they would
not want us to grieve forever. God has a plan and a purpose for our lives, and sharing
with others who have been through similar circumstances can lighten our load and help us
smile and enjoy the life God has planned for us.
On the 3rd Tuesday of each month, we come together to share a meal. It may be potluck,
or we may go out to lunch. We also get together at other times to enjoy different activities
in our area.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
Connections Groups : 8:45AM
Worship : 10AM

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
Family Fellowship Dinner : 4:45PM - 6PM
Kids Choir : 5:30PM
Kids On Mission : 6:15PM
Student Worship : 6:15PM
Refresh Worship & Prayer : 6:15 PM
Equipping Classes : 6:15PM
Young Adults Worship : 7PM

