
Banner 1 Scripture: “But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they 
came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared.  They found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not 
find the body.” 
Luke 24:1-3

Banner 1 Empty Tomb: Two backlit visitors stand in the entryway of the 
tomb.  But we only see their shadows fall across the floor pointing to an 
empty platform where Jesus once laid.  Empty spice bowls await their gifts 
while remnants of the crown of thorns point sharply into the vacant tomb, a 
reminder of the recent crucifixion.

Banner 2 Scripture: “While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two 
men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.  The women were terrified and 
bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.”
 Luke 24:4-6

Banner 2 Dazzling Clothes: The upper area of this banner is composed 
of a turbulent sky and a dark green landscape leading downward. A sharp 
thorn interrupts the landscape pointing our attention to the two terrified 
women, heads bowed.  Two well-dressed men approach them with 
unimaginable news to share.  Another sharp thorn points into the mouth of 
the bearded man to emphasize his powerful words. Their dazzling attire is 
painted in metallic silver, gold and charcoal. 

Banner 3 Scripture: “Remember how he told you, while he was still in 
Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 
crucified, and on the third day rise again. Then they remembered his 
words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and 
to all the rest.  Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles.  But 
these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.”
 Luke 24:9-11

Banner 3 Disbelief:  At the highest point of the banner two figures stand 
at the empty tomb on the dark green landscape.  Below them a wide-eyed 
Mary Magdalene whispers a message into the right ear of an apostle, 
quoting the words of Jesus.  Hearing this he is stunned which is depicted 
in the shifting color on his face that reflects onto Mary’s face giving the 
scene an eerily disturbing presence.  Thorns cross both faces to symbolize 
suffering.  At the lower area of the banner more apostles awkwardly stand 
on a steep red hillside intently listening but not believing.

Banner 4 Scripture: “Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and 
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 
amazed at what had happened.”
 Luke 24:12

Banner 4 The Linen:  Actual linen is applied to the banner giving it a 
three-dimensional quality. These linen cloths, arranged as turbulent spirals, 
cascade downward as if to challenge our understanding of renewal and 
rebirth. After the body of Christ was taken down from the cross he was 
wrapped in this linen. It took his form as it encircled his body but is now 
only a discarded relic.  The yellow orange color represents the rising sun 
with the promise of the upper blue sky.  A majestic purple completes the 
center spiral.   

Banner 5 Scripture: “When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him; and vanished from their sight.”
 Luke 24:30-31

Banner 5 The Open Eyes: Unifying this banner is a central cross that 
extends top to bottom and left to right.  The upper floating eyes represent 
the apostles’ eyelids opening as they slowly realize they are in the 
presence of the risen Christ as he shares bread and wine with them.  The 
spiral theme from Banner 4 is repeated in two different contexts; one to 
represent the blood of Jesus filling a challis and one to represent nail 
wounds centered on the large multicolored hands of Jesus. The multiple 
colors reinforce his compassion and solidarity for all people. 

Banner 6 Scripture: “While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them 
and was carried up to heaven.”
 Luke 24:51

Banner 6 The Ascension: The viewer is inside the empty tomb looking out 
to new light and resurrected life as butterflies ascend from the sanctuary 
pews up to the banner and continue up towards the heavens.


