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Dear Covenant Family:

Homecoming is a profoundly moving ritual. 
Who can’t remember coming home from a 
journey, a semester, or a deployment to the 
loving welcome of open arms and a home-
cooked meal? Some of us attend college 

homecomings religiously in order to revisit precious memories 
and re-connect with important friendships. Others prefer 
family homecomings and the sense of lineage they offer. All of 
us love the sense of place and belonging home-coming offers. 
In fact,  if we think about it too long, the sentimentality of it 
can overwhelm and bring a flood of tears.

I’ve spent a lot of time thinking about our ‘home-coming’ as 
a congregation, that time when we re-gather and worship 
together in the context of sacred space and sacred friendships. 
And, I’m excited, very much so, for the opportunity to do 
so. I invite you to participate in our return fully and to look 
for details about it elsewhere in this newsletter and on 
our website. It’s sure to be a joyous occasion with much to 
celebrate.

Yet, the time apart has had its value as well. In particular, it has 
highlighted exactly what we love about this community called 
Covenant Presbyterian Church. As we look toward returning, 
I hope you’ll take time to consider what the distance has 
highlighted. Here are just a few of mine:

1) Covenant is a thankful congregation. Never before in my 
three decades of ministry have I received so many notes 
of gratitude, expressions of appreciation, and words of 
encouragement. Your generosity of heart has buoyed my spirit 
at every step.

2) Covenant is a generous congregation:  The impulse to give, 
serve and share is palpable. Even amidst the pandemic, we 
made many thousands of meals for the homeless, exceeded 
our giving budget, offered extra financial support to mission 
partners, and even invested an extra $1 million in a new 
apartment complex for the chronically homeless. Covenant 
Presbyterian knows we are blessed to be a blessing.

3) Covenant is a wise congregation. In the midst of tremendous 
uncertainty, Covenant’s elders took decisive action to continue 
our mission, care for our people, and support the health and 
well-being of our staff and community. When everything 
else was uncertain, it was a balm to our spirits to have such 
wisdom anchor our decision-making and guide our steps.

4) Covenant is committed to learning, listening and bridge-
building:  In the last year, our country has experienced an 
insurrection, a highly volatile election cycle, social protests, 
multiple mass shootings, and other social stress, and yet, 
through it all, Covenant has sought a gospel perspective that 
builds bridges across political and social opinion. This is rare 
in our highly polarized culture, and it’s a gift to cultivate and 
preserve.

There’s much more, of course, and I’d welcome the chance 
to hear what you’ve learned about our life together. In the 
meantime, we have much preparation to do in order to come 
home, and I can’t wait to see you there!

Warmly,

Message from Bob

 

Financial Update
Planned Contributions (Year to date through April 30, 2021)

2021 Budgeted: ........................................................$1,336,000
2021 Actual: ...............................................................$1,367,302 

102.3% of Budget

The weekly breakdown below details the average 
weekly need vs. income to meet our annual budget.

(Year-to date as of April 30)
Budgeted Average Weekly Income: . . . . . . . . . . . . $64,550
Actual Average Weekly Donations: . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,395

43% of budget

Thank you for your continued generosity. As always, you 
can visit CovenantPresby.org/give, text “give” to 704-312-
7616, or return a gift in the offering plate.

• Recapped the 21-Day Racial Equity Challenge 
• Endorsed Mary Kate McAlister to become a candidate 
• Received a Capital Campaign update 
• Approved a technology funding proposal 
• Heard a report from the Re-Opening Task Force

SessionDigest

Are You Opening Windows?
Windows on Covenant is our weekly e-newsletter offering a glimpse into the life of Covenant that lands in mailboxes every 
Wednesday morning. Not receiving our Windows email? Contact news@covenantpresby.org.
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Welcome Home Reopening Covenant's Campus
Worship at Covenant
Beginning June 6, we will host two live Sunday morning 
worship services in the Sanctuary. Our contemporary service 
will be at 9:30 a.m., followed by a traditional service at 
11:00 a.m.  There will be no pre-registration or limitation on 
the number of attendees, but, for safety purposes, we will 
encourage seating in designated pews.  
Masks will be required indoors. While it is true that many in our 
congregation are vaccinated, it is also true that many are not, 
including children, youth, and others at risk, all of whom are 
important members of our community. Wearing masks is one 
way we can honor and respect the community as a whole.

In order to mitigate risk, congregational singing will be limited 
to an opening hymn and closing response. Our worship leaders, 
all of whom have been vaccinated, will lead us in song during 
the service. 
We will continue to offer a rich and dynamic online worship 
experience for both the 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services.     

Sunday School
Once again, this summer, Covenant will offer a modified 
summer childcare and Sunday School program for infants 
through high-schoolers at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 
Outdoor activities will be emphasized, and, in the case of 
rain, we will utilize large spaces like the Recreation Wing and 
Fellowship Hall to protect the health and safety of participants, 
volunteers and staff members. 
Adult Sunday School meetings will also be available on campus 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Group leaders will 
need to reserve a space. 

Campus Activities
On-campus outdoor gatherings can be held in the 
amphitheater, the Circle in front of the Sanctuary, the Dilworth 
Road entrance plaza, and the Point (the grassy area behind 
Sanctuary along Morehead St.). 
Sunday School classes, committees and small groups are 
invited to reserve indoor meeting space to re-engage in person. 
The following rooms are available on Sunday mornings from 
8:30 a.m. to noon and Monday-Friday from 7 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.: 

• Fellowship Hall room 207 A&B 
• Fellowship Hall rooms 201, 203 and 205 
• Welcome Center conference rooms 
• Sanctuary 
• Welcome Center 
• Chapel and Parlor: Up to 20 participants 
• Fellowship Hall main room 
To reserve a meeting space on campus, group leaders will need 
to complete a facility reservation form at covenantpresby.org/
covid-19. 
Our Recreation Wing is now open Monday – Thursday from 
8:00 a.m. to noon and 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. and on Friday from 8:00 
a.m. to noon. 50 participants are welcome in the building at any 
given time and 25 participants are permitted per class on the 
gym floor. Complete this form to reserve your workout time. 
Masks will be required while attending all indoor activities.   

Special Events
The following guidelines have been updated to accommodate 
special events and gatherings at the church. 
For weddings and funerals, worship service guidelines above 
will apply. 
Food service may be provided for campus events. To inquire 
about catering, please contact Food Service Manager Jon Grier 
(jon.grier@covenantpresby.org). 

In July, the Re-Opening Task Force will meet to discuss opening 
campus meeting space for groups not affiliated with the 
church. 
The Re-Opening Task Group will continue to monitor state and 
local guidelines and will communicate additional revisions to 
our guidelines with the congregation as we are able to make 
them. For the latest, visit www.covenantpresby.org/covid-19. 
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Anna Natalie

Susan Julia

We welcome Laura Capranica, Registered 
Nurse, to the role of Faith Community 
Nurse at Covenant Presbyterian Church. 
Laura comes to us from Novant Health 
with experience in peri-operative care, data 
collection and review, and hospice care. 
She has a background in general nursing 

and additional education in Gerontology. Laura will work 25 
hours per week under the direction of Katherine Kerr, Senior 

Associate Pastor for Congregational Life and Pastoral Care. Her 
responsibilities will include health and wellness education and 
programming, consultations with individuals and families about 
health-related concerns, and visiting with members in hospitals 
and homes. Laura is an avid runner and a member of another 
local Presbyterian Church. She looks forward to meeting you and 
walking alongside you as you navigate health needs in your own 
life.

Shea Watts joins Covenant’s staff as Director of Contemporary 
Music and Worship Arts, succeeding Jason Graffis, who has 
transitioned to a new role dedicated to supporting Covenant’s 
burgeoning audio, visual and technology needs. 

Shea brings a tremendous amount of musical and leadership 
experience to this position. He holds a Ph.D. in Theology and 
Culture and a Master of Arts in Religious Studies from Chicago 
Theological Seminary. Most recently, he served as Associate 
Director of Contemporary and Children’s Worship and Liturgy at 
Christ Episcopal Church in Charlotte. Before that, he served at 
churches in Ohio and South Carolina. 

Shea comes unequivocally endorsed by the personnel search 
committee tasked with filling this role. 

“Without reservations, in unity and with a spirit of excitement 
about the ample gifts and talents we believe he brings, as well 
as the quality of individual we have come to know him to be, 

we commend Shea to this important position 
at Covenant,” says Philip James, chair of the 
search committee. 

“I am honored and thrilled to begin my journey 
at Covenant Presbyterian Church,” says Shea, 
“and I look forward to meeting and worshiping 
with the congregation soon!” 

The People in Mission grant provides a 10-week internship that gives four college-age 
recipients the opportunity to serve God and others and understand where faith and 
poverty intersect. Over the course of the summer, interns serve at a local nonprofit 
and meet regularly with fellow interns and Covenant staff to participate in a study 
of scripture and intentional small group faith building. This year’s People in Mission 
Scholars are: 

• Anna Ferone, rising sophomore at UNC-Wilmington, will serve at The Relatives, 
Youth Crisis Center

• Natalie Ford, rising sophomore at the University of South Carolina, will serve at Roof 
Above’s Day Service Center.  

• Susan Richards, rising sophomore at the University of South Carolina, will serve at 
Loaves & Fishes. 

• Julia Hunt, rising junior at the University of North Carolina, will serve at Moore Place. 

Get to Know New Staff, Residents, and Interns
Laura Capranica, Faith Community Nurse

Shea Watts, Director of Contemporary Music and Worship Arts

People in Mission Summer Interns
Since 1997, Covenant has sponsored college students in a People in Mission program. Six years ago, we gave the program a local focus 
and began pairing young people with Charlotte nonprofits.
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The two-year residency program at Covenant welcomes seminary graduates who hold particular promise as 
pastors and wish to develop their ministerial skills in the context of a supportive multi-staff environment. Our 
residency program is unique in design, allowing residents primary responsibility in their respective areas while 
enjoying support and guidance from supervising staff. 

• Molly Smerko, who graduated with a Master of Divinity from Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond and 
served most recently as Pastoral Intern for Congregational Life and Compassionate Care Ministries at First 
Presbyterian Church of Richmond, will support Education beginning June 1. 

• Serenitye Taylor, who graduated with a Master of Divinity from Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte and 
served most recently as a Human Resources Associate at Wells Fargo while completing 
her seminary internship at Covenant, will support Congregational Life beginning May 24.  

• Nikki Zimmerman, who graduated with a Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological 
Seminary and served most recently as Pastor of Worship, Ministry of Community 
Engagement at Kingston United Methodist in Kingston, N.J., will support Mission & 
Outreach beginning August 1. 

Serenitye

Molly Nikki

Covenant's Pastoral Residents

Interim Children's Ministry Co-Directors
We are also pleased to announce that Anne Lowrance, who served as Covenant's Children's Ministry Director for 10 years before 
retiring in 2019, and longtime Covenant member Sarah Askins, who has chaired the Mary Circle and Preschool Committee, will serve 
as Interim Children's Ministry Co-Directors through the summer as the personnel committee works to permanently fill the position.  

Anne and Sarah both bring a love of children and a love of Covenant that will be palpable throughout the summer as we re-engage 
with in-person gatherings and continue to build friendships within the church. 

 Gabby, Cate, and Anna Kathryn are holding up Kevin,  
who is distance learning at his parent’s home in Colorado.

Help Support Our Interns Living on Covenant's Campus 
This summer, our Stapleton/Davidson interns will be living in “The Landing,” the space in Fellowship Hall’s lower level used for Room 
in the Inn, from Memorial Day through early August. We have an opportunity to show them lots of warm Covenant hospitality by 
cooking, cleaning linens, and providing snacks. Interested in helping? Contact Lynn Morrow (lynnmorrow46@gmail.com) to volunteer. 

This 10-week summer internship engages a group of four students in full-time 
community service among the urban poor in Charlotte. In addition, interns 
meet weekly with the college chaplain and local religious leaders to reflect on 
their experiences. They work 35 hours a week at their non-profit supporting 
vulnerable populations in Charlotte and spend one afternoon each week in 
small group conversation exploring different readings and experiences.  

• Gabby Morreale, from Potomac, Maryland, will serve at The Relatives, 
OnRamp

• Cate O’Malley, from Kettering, Ohio, will serve at Roof Above, Day Service 
Center

• Anna Kathryn Kilby, from Yadkinville, NC, will serve at QC Family Tree

• Kevin Zhi-Hong Chen, from Lafayette, Colorado, will serve at Roof Above, 
Men’s Shelter

Stapleton/Davidson Summer Interns
For almost 30 years, Covenant has partnered with Davidson College on this internship created by the late Anne and Don Davidson.   
Students encounter poverty and struggle with issues of faith and social justice. These students live on the Covenant campus for the summer.
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Though the pandemic has prevented us from gathering in 
person on Sunday mornings for worship, fellowship and 
learning, Sunday School classes have continued to meet in 
new, creative, virtual ways. Derek and Jen Thomas served as 
elementary Sunday School teachers throughout this school 
year. 

“Prior to the pandemic, we found teaching children’s Sunday 
school to be a meaningful way to contribute to the mission of 
the church,” says Jen. “It was also a good way to stay involved in 
our daughters’ lives as they grow in their faith. While continuing 
to teach Sunday school remotely during the pandemic was 
certainly different, it helped us maintain part of our family’s 
routine and keep up with some of the kids who we’ve come to 
know through the years.” 

Covenant Sunday School Teachers

Thanks to the congregation’s generous contributions 
to our Christmas Eve offering, Faith Ministries, our 
mission partner in Mexico, was able to purchase 
desktop computers, wifi-enabled tablets and cellular 
data-enabled tablets for scholarship high school and 
college students in need. In total, 98 students have 
been blessed through the funds Covenant provided.

Christmas Eve offerings also went to support 
technology needs for students at Highland 
Renaissance Academy in Charlotte and Tomorrow’s 
Youth Organization in Palestine. 

Spotlight on Service Thank You Volunteers

Faith Ministries

This year, Lynn Morrow served as Covenant’s Room in the Inn “Innkeeper,” overseeing 
monthly coordinators who support our efforts with this Roof Above program. With 
COVID-19, we weren’t able to host guests on Covenant’s campus. However, we still 
provided nearly 1800 bagged lunches (that’s 3560 sandwiches!) to neighbors in need from 
November through April. At the end of this year’s Room in the Inn season, Lynn thanked 
monthly coordinators with a bagged lunch of their own (see photo). 

Room In The Inn
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Covenant Mezzanine Ministry Team hosted an Earth Day celebration featuring a free 
farmer’s market with lots of fresh produce, craft activities for kids, and a fun chance 
to swap cooking tips with neighbors. Covenant member Cheryl Hoover conducted a 
free virtual cooking class with residents of the three-day event organized by Mission 
& Outreach. Neighbors were engaged in a community-building event rich with 
conversation and connection.

For years now, Covenant has supported the Men’s Shelter with dinners on the 5th Tuesdays of the month. While we weren’t able 
to serve our neighbors in person this year, we continued to provide Texas Hash and desserts. Terry Horne led the team and reports 
that we have provided 60 gallons of Texas Hash, 4 cases of greens, 500 pieces of dessert, 120 pounds of bananas, and 325 rolls. 
“I’m so grateful for the generosity of our congregation,” says Terry. “Folks have gone above and beyond this past year. Not only 
have our regular volunteers increased their efforts, but many new volunteers have gotten involved. It’s been a really touching and 
meaningful connection point during this time of social isolation.”  

Covenant member Patricia Joslin supports Roof Above financially, but finds personal 
meaning in participating in Operation Sandwich, an effort Covenant participates in by 
regularly preparing 800 sandwiches on a given day. 

“As I assemble 25 sandwiches with meat and cheese on white bread, I pray for the health 
and vigor of those who will eat these sandwiches. I build the sandwiches with love. Though 
I personally cannot feed the 5,000 as Jesus did, I am blessed by God as I feed the poor and 
care for the homeless. It feels so much better than simply writing a check."

Sarah Askins and her young boys find Operation Sandwich to be a meaningful, family-
friendly way to serve. “My boys love helping with Operation Sandwich. It has been a great 
way to talk to them about how there are always ways to help, even in the midst of a 
pandemic, if you just look around.”

When the pandemic hit, JD Dupuy sought out ways to serve others, feel active and support the community. He’s passionate about 
mitigating food insecurity and soon organized a Covenant team of volunteers to sort food at Second Harvest Food Bank. Over time, 
the team grew, and so did its mission as they added preparing boxes of food for distribution to seniors and mobile delivery to their 
efforts. “The Hunger Relief Dream Team,” as JD affectionately calls it, operates with swift 
efficiency and hopes to eclipse the National Guard volunteer team’s record for number of 
boxes packed in a 3-hour period. 

“We’re going to do it, and you better believe I’ll be there the day we do!” says JD. “It has 
been wonderful to see Covenant people drawn to the hunger ministry, connect and 
develop relationships through this fun work. I’ve met so many people and it’s been a 
fantastic way for me to stay plugged in to the church during these difficult times.” 

Want to be added to the Hunger Relief Dream Team, which supports hunger ministries 
across a number of partner organizations? Email JD (jddupuy1@gmail.com)  

Earth Day at the Mezzanine

Men's Shelter Dinners

Operation Sandwich

Food Scarcity Ministry
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Make plans to participate in a summer series focused on better 
understanding and responding to racial and economic injustice. 
The program kicked off on in May with a civil rights and justice 
tour around Charlotte led by Greg Jarrell of QC Family Tree, 
followed by lunch and a discussion on the patio at Covenant. 

In June, we'll host a reading of the book In My Grandmother's 
House by Yolanda Pierce, and, in July, we'll visit the Brooklyn 
Collective.

Learn more and sign up to participate at covenantpresby.org/
we-will. 

Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday School will take place both virtually and on 
the Covenant campus beginning June 6.

Online Summer Sunday School, which will be held via Zoom, 
will focus on Unsuspecting Theologians: How people today are 
living out a gospel written 2000+ years ago. We will feature 
people including Fred Rogers, Bono and Dean Smith. 

On campus, participants are invited to enjoy coffee and a Bible 
study in the Fellowship Hall.

Both options will be at 9:30 a.m. 

Summer Bible Study
Join us for a summer Bible Study on Wednesday evenings in 
the month of June. We’ll study the book of 1 John on the theme 
of love and fellowship. 

Arts Task Force
The Covenant Presbyterian Arts Task Force began its work in 
the summer of 2020, largely in response to the tragedies in 
our country involving Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and other 
Black Americans. The team has been working throughout the 
past months to better understand the history of our stained 
glass windows and the significance of those people depicted 
in them. This valuable work has led to conversations about 
the history of the confederacy and its symbols and how to 
faithfully respond at this time in history.

“We decided to focus the majority of our examination on the 
art that is not from the Bible—characters from American 
and European history whose lives may have intersected with 
slavery or affected modern race relations,” says Arts Task 
Force Chair Will Summerville. “It took several months of Zoom 
meetings for us to complete our studies, and we were so 
fascinated by what we learned that we hosted an educational 
series in April, simply to share the information we had gathered 
to that point.”  

In April, Covenant’s Arts Task Force invited the congregation 
to learn alongside them about the history of the figures in 
the church’s stained glass windows. During the first session, 
program participants heard from members of the task force 
about how the task force was formed and reports of what 
is included in our stained glass windows. During the second 
session, Dr. Karen Cox, Professor of History at UNCC, and 
author of the book “No Common Ground” talked about the use 
of symbols in the confederacy. And, during the third session, 
the group discussed how other institutions have responded to 
various images, names, and traditions in their organizations. 

“Next steps include deciding how we collectively feel about 
what we have learned and discovering what we can do about 
it and how what we have learned can positively affect our 
goal to live faithfully in 2021 and beyond,” says Will. I and our 
committee ask for your prayerful support as we continue on 
this endeavor.”

The Arts Task Force would like to invite everyone in the 
Covenant community to watch replays of the sessions 
(available on the Stained Glass page of the Covenant website) 
and send them your thoughts at news@covenantpresby.org. 

Learn at Covenant
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Freedom School
Covenant plans to support Freedom School's summer 2021 
program. While this year’s program will continue to look 
different than usual, there are still a number of ways you can 
volunteer, including: 

• Great Day of DEAR: Read one-on-one with a child during 
The Great Day of D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read).

• BE A SUPPLY SHOPPER. Each week the site coordinator 
will compile a list of needed supplies. Volunteers with 
get the list, go shopping and bring the items to school on 
Friday.

• PROVIDE GIFTS TO THE TEACHER/INTERNS. We send 
small gifts to each intern every Friday. These gifts are 
usually baked goods, water bottles, paper and pens, 
ice cream treats or gift cards. These expenses are not 
reimbursed.

• SITE CLEAN-UP. Help with packing and cleaning up the 
site at the end of the summer program.

• SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK BAGS: Pick up food from 
Second Harvest (app 50 bags - the size of a book bag and 
filled with cans) and deliver to Freedom School sites for 
students to take home each week. Opportunities for our 
church to serve will be determined by the end of May as 
program details are finalized. Meanwhile, volunteers can 
sign up for a number of efforts happening now through 
the Freedom School Volunteer Portal.

Please contact Covenant volunteer team leaders Kim 
Robertson (krobertson@doziermillerlaw.com) and Sally Harriss 
(sallyhharriss@gmail.com) to get involved.

Covenant Child Development Center 
Substitutes Needed 
Covenant member Helen Richards began substituting at 
Covenant’s Child Development Center (CDC) last November 
because she believes in the center’s mission to serve children 
and families with many different backgrounds throughout 
Charlotte. 

“I knew the center needed substitutes and I wanted to help 
the center be successful,” Helen says. “To my surprise I found 
that I really enjoy substituting at the center. Working with 
the children and the staff at the center has brought me joy. 
The children are so full of energy, curiosity and affection, 
and the staff are a true pleasure to work with. Forging new 
relationships with teachers and staff who have varied life 
experiences from my own has enriched my life. I have been 
so grateful for their patience in helping me navigate learning 
classroom management and teaching skills and for these new 
friendships.”

The statewide shortage of childcare teachers has created 
an urgent need for additional substitutes at our CDC. Please 
consider joining the center’s substitute list. Here’s how: 

Steps to become a Covenant CDC substitute:
• Contact CDC Director Alexis Sherrill (Alexis.Sherrill@

CovenantPresby.org) to complete an application and 
conduct a brief interview. 

• Complete a background check ($25 +$1.50 convenience 
fee) and fingerprinting ($13.68 + uptown parking fee).

• Get a TB test and have a current annual physical. 
• Complete Child Abuse Training for North Carolina.

Serve at Covenant

Elder Nomination Form
Covenant's Elder Nominating Committee is seeking nominees for Elder and Youth Elder. The church will elect 10 adults and two youths for terms  

beginning in January 2022. Please submit online at www.covenantpresby.org/elder-nomination by June 15, 2021 or via mail to:  
Covenant Presbyterian Church c/o Elder Nominations, Attn. Lynne Koeniger, 1000 E. Morehead St., Charlotte, NC 28204.

Elder Nominee:                                                                                     Youth Elder Nominee:   
(Must be a rising sophomore or junior in high school)  

Your name:                                                                                     Your phone or email:  

Please describe in writing your nominee(s)’ qualifications for service as Elder; attach extra sheets if necessary.  

 

 

 

Find a list of Elder Nomination Committee members and their contact information at covenantpresby.org/leadership#elder-nominations.

!
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Covenant Choir
Covenant Choir will rehearse on Wednesdays from 6:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. in the chapel. New members are welcome. This is 
a wonderful opportunity to reconnect or try something new. 
Contact Heather Potter (Heather.Potter@CovenantPresby.org).

Wednesday Grab-n-Go Meals 
When COVID-19 disrupted the Covenant kitchen’s meal 
schedule – including lunches three days a week, dinners on 
Wednesdays, Sunday evening meals for youth, and catering 
for funerals and special events in between – Food Services 
Manager Jon Grier knew he needed to pivot. Thus was born 
Grab-n-Go, take-and-bake meals offered for drive-through 
pick-up on Wednesday evenings. Not only do these meals 
provide a break from the kitchen and a high-quality meal at 
an economical price, they’ve offered a point of connection for 
many folks who haven’t otherwise had the opportunity to visit 
the church or say hello to fellow members during this time of 
social isolation. 

Susan Billmire is a regular volunteer handing out the meals on 
Wednesday evenings. “It has been wonderful being on campus 
Wednesday afternoons,” she says. “Having the opportunity to 
interact with my church family has been a true blessing. Bonus: 
Jon and his crew are making delicious dinners and giving 
families the gift of time.”   

“To be able to offer good food at an affordable price and 
take some of that pressure off of people’s shoulders so they 
can just enjoy a meal with their family or those they love is 
something that I enjoy,” says Jon. “It’s a gift to me, and I hope it 
is for those in our community.” 

Preschool
Preschool enrollment is now open for the 2021-22 school 
year! After a brief closure for COVID-19 our program is back 
with a new director and same commitment to a tradition of 
excellence. We are gearing up for an amazing reopening with 
an all-star staff. We have openings in the 3-, 4- and 5-year-old 
classrooms and will connect with families in the coming weeks 
with fun summer activities. 

“We are looking forward to a great new year in ministry 
together and in working with Covenant to form even closer 
bonds and relationships than ever before,” says Janice Price, 
Preschool Director. 

Enroll in Covenant Preschool at covenantpresby.org/preschool. 

Hike with Covenant 
Join Covenant friends for some fresh air and fellowship on one 
of our monthly hikes. 

Saturday, June 12 at 9:00 a.m. – South Fork Trail
Saturday, July 10 at 9:00 a.m. – McDowell Nature Preserve
Saturday, August 7 at 10:00 a.m. – Day Trip to Linville Falls 
Hike followed by BBQ lunch at Bob and Suzanne Henderson’s 
house.  

Covenant Child Development Center 
In 2019, Covenant’s Child Development Center opened with 
a mission to provide high quality child care and education to 
children from a variety of backgrounds. As part of Covenant’s 
commitment its mission, Covenant has established a 
scholarship endowment for those in need of financial 
assistance. We seek to serve a school community that reflects 
our city, both socio-economically and culturally. Currently, we 
have some openings for students from families who qualify for 
financial assistance. Know someone looking for affordable full-
day child care? Visit covenantpresby.org/child-development-
center for more information. Summer Sunday School 

Covenant Kids
Summer Sunday School this summer outside in the 
amphitheater for all ages will take place. We will have games 
and song, crafts and friends. Children can be dropped off 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. and parents can go to worship or sit 
outside for donuts and coffee afterwards. 

Open Picnic Table
Wednesday nights in the summer join us for Open Picnic Table 
under the magnolia tree. We will provide the ice cream, bring 
your own picnic and play under the magnolia tree with friends. 

VBS 
August 9-13, 2021 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Theme is “Great Big 
Beautiful World” Sign up is currently full but we hope to be able 
to expand, please email sally.jackson@covenantpresby.org to 
express your interest. 

Connect at Covenant
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June
6-11: Summer Week of Service
13: Worship Morning and Movie Night
23: Rising 9th Grade Fellowship
27: Faith and Fiction Book Club

July 
7: Youth Picnic (Bring a Friend)
11: Worship Morning and Movie Night
18: City-Wide Scavenger Hunt
21: Faith and Fiction Book Club
25: Youth Greenway Hike (Bring a Friend)

August 
8: Worship Morning and Meet the Director
9-13: Vacation Bible School
15:  Rising Sixth Grade Transition
22: Back to School Party
29: Faith and Fiction Book Study

September 
1: First Wednesday Fro-Yo (Bring a Friend)
12: Fall Kick Off

High School Youth
June
6: Graduation Sunday
11: Summer Kick Off Party
13-17: High School Mission Trip
30: Pelican’s Snowballs

July 
7: Picnic in the Park 
11-17: High School Montreat Conference
25: Greenway Hike
28: Ice Cream Movie Night

August
4: Lock Out
9-13: Vacation Bible School 

Summer Calendar 
Middle School Youth 

Young Adults Summer Calendar
June 6: Young Adults Crawfish Boil, 3:00-5:30 p.m.  
Our annual spring social is back! We’ll have crawfish straight from the 
Louisiana bayou, cold drinks, music, games, and fellowship! This is a great 
opportunity to make new friends or to reconnect with old ones. Plus, you’ll 
have the opportunity to welcome our new pastoral resident, Molly Smerko! 
Contact Seth Puckett (puckettas@gmail.com) to learn more or sign up.

June 12: Second Saturday Service – Operation Sandwich, 10 a.m. at 
Covenant 
Operation Sandwich provides meals for local people who are experiencing 
hunger and food scarcity. Join us as we put together meals…and have 
some fun in the process! Can you help? Contact Grace Williams to sign up 
(williamsgs13@gmail.com).

June 20: Join Us For A Knights Game!, 2:00 p.m. at Truist Field 
Celebrate the arrival of summer with America’s great national pastime! The 
young adult community will gather at Truist Field to watch our hometown 
Knights take on Jacksonville. Tickets are very limited and cost $25 (a $38 
value), each ticket includes all-you-can-eat food! Contact Seth Puckett 
(puckettas@gmail.com). 

June 29: Young Adults Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.  
All are welcome to take part in our virtual monthly Bible Study. This great 
group offers insightful and applicable discussion on scripture and does so 
in a way that is open to all. Come to learn, make friends, and grow in faith! 
Get in touch with Ruffin Sykes to learn more or sign up (ruffin.sykes@gmail.
com). 

July 10: Second Saturday Service – Lunch and Learn, noon at Covenant 
Join us for a very special Second Saturday Service. We’ll gather at Covenant 
for a fun cookout during which we will learn a little more about Covenant’s 
international mission partners. Hear more about what we are doing in 
places like Palestine, Kenya, and Mexico and learn how you might be able to 
get involved Contact Grace Williams (williamsgs13@gmail.com).

August 22: Fall Kickoff Event – Olde Mecklenburg Brewery, 3-5:00 p.m.  
The arrival of fall means new opportunities to learn, serve, and build 
great friendships! We’ve got a lot of exciting things in store. Join us as we 
reconnect at Olde Mecklenburg Brewery with food, drinks, and welcoming 
conversation. You’ll hear a little more from our leadership about the ways 
that you can get meaningfully connected to our ministry. Reach out to Seth 
Puckett to learn more (puckettas@gmail.com).
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TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIAL ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTEDCampus Technology 

Upgrades
At its May meeting, Session approved a 
proposal to upgrade technology across the 
Covenant campus. These improvements 
will include adding cameras to the 
Fellowship Hall and Chapel and replacing 
cameras in the Sanctuary to enhance our 
livestream capabilities; building a control 
room to house video and audio control for 
outgoing streaming, and creating hybrid 
meeting spaces equipped with technology 
that enables meeting participants to attend 
in-person or from home. The plan is for 
these updates to be complete by mid-
summer. 

New to Covenant? Learn More About Us – Sunday, June 13
Join us from 6-7:30 p.m. at Covenant for a catered dinner and Q&A with Senior Minister Bob Henderson.  

Feel free to bring children! RSVP requested, but not required. Get connected: Lora.Borrelli@CovenantPresby.org.


