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Dear friends: 

Thanksgiving week is always among my favorites 
of the year, and this year is no exception. I was glad 
to participate in our “Gratitude Project” and hope 
many of you found it meaningful as well. To name 
people and endeavors for which I’m grateful made 
me recognize that my list is long and distinguished: 

three children who are healthy and happy, a long and fruitful 
marriage, a calling that evokes my best self and challenges my 
weaknesses, a diverse company of friends and acquaintances with 
whom to share the journey, the list goes on and on. 

One dimension of my life for which I’m particularly grateful is the life 
and mission of this church family during the last eighteen months. 
Without exception, members, staff, elders, and guests have risen 
to the occasion to live into our mission to be a light in this city. Care 
teams for our elderly have intensified their efforts, mission teams 
have raised the bar feeding the hungry and housing the homeless, 
education teams have continued to tutor and enrich the lives of 
vulnerable children, and our worship life has been enriched in nearly 
every way. One friend described the life of Covenant as being a 
“disproportionate force for good.” I love that and think it’s accurate. 
 

Obviously, to continue such impact, we need your generous 
investment, both this year and the next. As the effects of the 
pandemic drag on (seemingly endlessly!) we have doubled down on 
our work trusting (and praying and hoping!) that our congregation 
will continue their vigorous financial support. The weeks between 
now and the end of the year would certainly be the time to do so, 
primarily by making a pledge to support our work next year and 
giving generously as we end this year. And, we promise to continue 
our commitment to press forward with caring, serving, worshiping, 
and doing all the other things that equip us to be a disproportionate 
force for good in this world. 
 

On a more personal note, I’m grateful to announce that after a year 
of Covid-delay, our eldest daughter is getting married this weekend 
(December 4th at 5:00 in Covenant’s sanctuary) and we want to 
fling-wide the doors of the sanctuary and invite our church family to 
attend. One of the great privileges of my calling is the intertwining of 
our family’s life with the lives of so many others and it would be our 
privilege to share this event with you as well. No RSVP is expected 
(or even possible) and a brief reception in the Welcome Center will 
follow the ceremony. Please join us. 
 
With tremendous gratitude and hope, 

Message from Bob The Ties 
That Bind 

2022 Stewardship

During this stewardship season, we’re 
asked to consider our contributions to the 
church’s annual operating budget for next 
year. It takes significant resources to fund 
day-to-day operations – not just keeping 
the lights on but supporting our staff and 
our families and fulfilling promises we’ve 
made to our mission partners, both in the 
city and around the world. On November 
14, we enjoyed a day of service  (actually 
two weeks of service) through Covenant 
Impacts Charlotte – an occasion so 
emblematic of what it means to live into 
our call and bind us together with our 
community and the world, and a wonderful 
reminder of what it is we give to when we 
make our annual commitment. To make a 
pledge visit CovenantPresby.org/pledge or 
return a pledge card in the offering plate.
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Financial Update

Presbyterian Women

Thank you for your continued support of Covenant during what certainly continues to be a challenging year. Our 
congregation’s generosity has allowed us to continue to fulfill the needs for our church family, community, and 
world.
Many have already fulfilled your 2021 pledges, and for that, we are deeply grateful. Between now and the end of 
the year, Covenant needs just over $700,000 in contributions for our operating budget to end the year whole. 
Covenant sets an annual budget with our income based on historical giving patterns. This allows us to budget 
wisely and to be less vulnerable to timing issues (e.g. summer lull, December rush.) 
The weekly breakdown below shows in detail the average weekly need vs. income to date as well as the average 
weekly need until the end of the year in order to meet our budget.

Year-to-Date as of Nov. 15:
Budgeted Average Weekly Contribution Income:................................$64,550
Actual Average Weekly Donations:...........................................................$49,916
         (77% of budget Year-to-Date) ($14,635) x 47 weeks = ($687,850 Year-To-Date)
 
NEEDS for balance of year (6 weeks remaining):
To complete 2021 budget............................................................................$701,055 
Average Weekly Donations Needed:........................................................$118,500

What you can do
You can make a secure online contribution at CovenantPresby.org/give, use your smart 
phone to scan the QR code at right, Text ‘Give’ to 704-312-7616, send payment 
through your bank, place an offering during worship on Sunday or make a gift of stock.  
To be deductible in 2021, your gift must be received or postmarked prior to midnight 
on Dec. 31. The church office will be open until 5 p.m. For questions, including 
instructions for making a stock gift, please contact Virginia.Rumbley@CovenantPresby.
org  or 704-804-7576 or Bill.Keith@CovenantPresby.org or 704-804-7575. 
Covenant and those we serve are grateful for your continued support.
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So often in our lives we 
think that once things get 
organized, taken care of, 

settled, you name it - then 
goodness will start to pour 
into our lives. A narrative 
has been created around 
us that God comes in the 

midst of peace, God comes 
in stillness, God comes in 

quiet. And while God 
certainly comes in the moments of quiet, peace, and 

stillness, that is not the whole story. 
Find answers in this year's Advent daily devotional 

series, which features heartfelt reflections written by 
Covenant members. Subscribe at covenantpresby.org/

Advent

Christmas Crafts & Santa Visit
Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 5 p.m.

Join us in Fellowship Hall for DIY craft making & a visit 
from Santa with opportunities for photos. There will 

be craft stations around the Hall with 4 half hour time 
slots for 50 children each. Masks are required. Pictures 
with Santa will take place outside, please sign up for a 

3 minute time slot. To sign-up visit covenantpresby.org/
Advent.

In the midst of holiday celebrations, many of us find 
ourselves struggling with the hard realities of life --grief 

and loss, illness and unfulfilled dreams. Join us for a 
candlelight service with scripture, prayers, music and 

reflection intended to bring comfort and re-center our 
focus on God's presence in the midst of our challenges.

Alternative Gift Market 
December 1-12

Please consider how your holiday gifting can support 
our mission partners around the globe!

Shop from home on our website beginning Dec. 1st. 
Purchase beautiful Christmas cards in honor of loved 

ones that provide donations to any of our mission 
partners.

Shop on campus in the Welcome Center on Dec. 12. 
Purchase wonderful gifts such as Palestinian olive oil, 

jewelry, pottery, sweet treats and more!

A Service of Wholeness & Healing 
Wednesday, Dec.15 at 7 p.m. in the Chapel

Join us for hot chocolate and snacks, Christmas carols 
and the viewing of the movie The Star. This is an outdoor 

event so bring your chairs & blankets.

Christmas Movie & Caroling
Wednesday, Dec. 8 at 5 p.m.

Bring your blankets, chairs & hot chocolate and join us 
on the Green to enjoy an outside worship experience 
featuring children, youth, and adult choirs, youth and 
adult handbells, brass and flutes, drums, movement, 
visual art, spoken word and congregational singing. 

Carillon prelude begins at 4:15 p.m.
Childcare is available for children under 5 yrs. old.

Come early and shop in the Alternative Gift Market.

Candlelight Carols
Savior of the Nations, Come: Carols 

from Around the World
Sunday, Dec. 12 at 5 p.m.

   ADVENT
   At Covenant

   INTO THE CHAOS...COMES HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE
Subscribe to this year's  

Advent Devotionals
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Christmas Eve at Covenant
Make plans to join us for a very special Christmas Eve at Covenant! We’ll host three in-person worship services in 
the Sanctuary along with festive activities and time for quiet, sacred reflection. 
Start the day with our annual Kindergartner's telling of the Christmas story. Stay for animals, crafts, music, 
decorated trees, cake and hot chocolate. Journey inside the Sanctuary for sacred reflection and an opportunity to 
light a candle. And join us for our contemporary and traditional worship services. No reservations are required; all 
are welcome. 
Friday, December 24
• 10:00 – 10:30 a.m.: Children’s Nativity Play (ALL children will be invited to help tell the story of Jesus’ birth!) 
• 10:40 a.m. – noon: Christmas Eve Festival on the Green 
• Noon – 2:00 p.m.: Sanctuary open for contemplative walk-through
• 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.: Appalachian Christmas Service 
• 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.: Traditional Candlelight Service 
All are welcome; invite your friends. We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Welcome New Members

Bill & Meg Fryling Mark & Jocelyne Carter Katherine, Jeremy & James
Mathis

Katherine Bowles

Laurie Jean-Baptiste Meagan Barger &
Thomas Lineberger

Rachel Burnaford & 
Dave Simonetti

Thomas & Chuck Porter



With the recent decrease in the COVID test positivity rate 
in Mecklenburg County, many of you are asking when 
we will be able to gather indoors and share a meal or 
even better gather in Worship, Sunday School and Bible 
Studies with masks being optional. Advent, Candlelight 
Carols, and Christmas Eve services are approaching soon, 
please see below for updates to our guidelines. 

As we make faithful decisions about our Covenant 
community, we remember we are all called to love God 
and love neighbor. To be true to our call and to protect 
those in our congregation that are most vulnerable 
especially our older members, our children ineligible 
for vaccination and those who are not fully vaccinated, 
current guidelines will remain in place until January 
18, 2022. We ask that all wear masks while attending 
Worship services or any indoor event. 

The request is due to an expected uptick in infections 
following Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. Our goal 
is to make changes only once – we do not want to lift the 
mask requirement and then reinstate should conditions 
warrant. 

As we all know Advent and Christmas Eve services are 

particularly important to the Covenant Community. We 
feel the mask requirement is necessary since seating is 
on every pew in the Sanctuary and Chapel. 

Food Service is now available indoors, limited to 50 
participants gathering at any one time/location (following 
social distancing requirements), with well-spaced tables 
and limited chairs at each table. 

For more detailed information regarding changes our 
COVID guidelines, visit https://www.covenantpresby.org/ 
covid-19 

As we move forward in finding “normal”, we are grateful 
to this congregation for all your prayers and support the 
past 21 months. We believe the changes we have been 
able to make to the guidelines since this time last year 
will be a positive and welcome step as we move forward 
together. We hope to see you on campus as we begin to 
celebrate Advent in our community. 

Peace & Blessings, 
Deana Cooper    Katie Stewart 
Sarah Crowder    Bill Keith 
Phil Koonce    Bob Henderson 
Bill McNairy 
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A Message from the Re-Opening Task Force

 
TLC, Covenant’s active adults group enjoys learning and 
travel (and good food) is hosting the following...
December 1- Christmas Extravaganza

Ho, Ho, Ho! You're invited to the TLC Christmas 
Extravaganza on Wednesday, December 1, in 

Fellowship Hall at 10:30 a.m. for social time.

At 11:00 a.m., join the elves to play Bingo, Christmas 
games, lots of prizes and goodie bags!

Heather Potter will lead us in singing Christmas Carols.

Dress in your festive Christmas attire and prepare to 
have some fun!Join us for nights of fun and fellowship. 
To RSVP, please contact 
Michelle Williamson 
(michelle.williamson@
covenantpresby.org) 
Limited to first 50 
people who register.

Recreation Wing
Reservations are required for our Recreation Wing. Fifty 
participants are welcome in the building at any given 
time, with 25 allowed per class on the gym floor. Masks 
are required when in the building.      

Recreation Wing hours continue to be Monday – 
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to noon and 2:00 p.m. until 
7:00 p.m., and on Friday from 8 a.m. to noon. Personal 
training sessions are available. Learn more and sign up: 
covenantpresby.org/recreation-ministry. 

TLC Events
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CHILDREN
Christmas Eve Children's Pageant

Save the dates!  
2nd Grade "Ready, Set, Worship" Baptism:  
January 23 & 30

5th Grade "Faith & Sexuality" Workshop: February 5

4th Grade "Sacred Spaces" Tour: Spring (TBD)

Children’s Sunday School volunteers needed!  
Teams of volunteers rotate Sunday School leadership 
once a month for our nine classes, Twos – 5th grade. 
This is a great way to meet other families. If you would 
like to volunteer, contact Dailyn Sailor (dailyn.sailor@
CovenantPresby.org) for more information.

YOUNG ADULTS
December 5: YA First Sunday Lunch, 12:30 pm, Yafo 
(East Blvd). Stick around after 11 am worship and join 
your friends for lunch & fellowship.

December 19: Young Adult Christmas Party, 4-7:00 
pm, Noda Brewing. It's the most wonderful time of year! 
Celebrate the Christmas season with us at Noda Brewing. 
Dinner will be provided. Tacky Christmas sweaters are 
optional but encouraged. 

YOUTH
Sunday School

Sunday School for Middle School and 
High School meets at 9:30 a.m. on 
Sunday Mornings. Middle School meets 
for doughnuts outside the Education 
Building and High School meets in the 
amphitheater. On the first Sunday of the 
month, we meet a few minutes early 
outside the Sanctuary to worship together 
at 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

For questions about joining Covenant 
Middle School or High School Youth, email 
Alyssa Pacheco (middle school) at alyssa.
pacheco@covenantpresby.org, or Martin 
Pruitt (high school) at Martin.Pruitt@
CovenantPresby.org.

Learning and Growing at  Covenant

Martin

Alyssa

Upcoming Events for Middle School Youth

December 5: First Sunday Hot Chocolate
December 12: Holiday Party (visit covenantpresby.org/
youth to sign up for Secret Santa)
January 28 - 39: Winter Retreat

Scan the QR code  or contact 
Molly Smerko (molly.smerko@
covenantpresby.org) for more 
information on upcoming 
Young Adult Events

January 21 -23: Ski Trip to Winterplace
June 12 - 18: Summer Mission Trip
July 10 - 16 : Montreat Youth Conference

Upcoming Events for High School Youth

We are currently 
preparing for 
our Children's 
Christmas 
Pageant, 
that includes 
the annual 
Nativity play 
presented by our 
Kindergartners. 
The pageant will 
take place on 
December 24, at 10:00 a.m.  in the Sanctuary.  If you 
would like your Kindergarten aged child to participate in 
this year's play, please sign up at covenantpresby.org/
children.
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First Sunday Series: "Life On Purpose"
First Sundays of the month at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall or join via Zoom

Sunday, December 5, 2021  – "Different Voices"
Speakers: Ariel Gritter, Vince and Sharon DiSandro & Ann Ayers
We are not meant to live life in a bubble. When was the last time you spent intentional time with someone who 
thinks differently than you? Looks differently than you? What can people who are different than us teach us about 
our faith? This Sunday, we will hear from Covenant members whose lives have been enriched by welcoming 
different voices into their lives.

Getting to Know Epiphany School
The Epiphany School is a non-profit independent day school for 
kids that have been diagnosed with  ASD1 (autism spectrum 
disorder level 1) or similar communication disorders. Students 
are high functioning  and often have above-average intelligence. 
However, they have difficulty with social-emotional skills  and 
regulating their emotions when overwhelmed by triggers.   
We offer a safe community where students can come to terms 
with their diagnosis and  find ways to be themselves. The 
school’s goal is to help students thrive academically but also to 
teach  them important social-emotional skills that will ultimately 
help them thrive in the world. This way,  when they graduate, 
they will be able to chart a successful future full of happiness. 
We are thankful to partner with Covenant Presbyterian through 
combined service learning opportunities as well as the use of the 
third floor during our school day. 
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Men's Fellowship 
Annual Getaway
Mark it on your calendar

March 2022. This is a chance 
to connect with men of all 
ages over food, sports, and 

fellowship.
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Experience the Holy Land with Covenant 
members and friends, May 11-20, 2022

HIGHLIGHTS
Caesarea - Mount Carmel - Nazareth

Sea of Galilee - Capernaum
Jerusalem - Tiberias

Bethlehem - Hebron - Breaking the Silence
Masada - Qumran - Ein Gedi - Dead Sea - Jericho

Yad Vashem - Holocaust Memorial - Al-Aqsa Mosque
Shiloh Valley - Nablus - Jacob's Well

PAYMENT INFORMATION & DATES
$3300 per person (double occupancy)
$3750 per person (single occupancy)

Includes all meals, lodging & airfare (additional 
fees for driver tips & possible Covid testing)

Reserve your space by registering online with 
a $100 deposit (refundable before January 20, 

2022), covenantpresby.org/adults
The trip is limited to 30 participants.

Judy Grubbs and David Isaacs 
named Elder Emeriti

Covenant’s Operations Manual states that “Any Elder who has faithfully served three full terms or at least nine 
years in Covenant Presbyterian Church and has attained the age of 70 shall be invited to receive nomination for 
election as honorary Elder Emeritus.”  

The Session honors two Elders for their service to God and to 
Covenant, naming Judy Grubbs and David Isaacs Elder Emeriti.

Judy was first elected in 1982 and served 4 terms in total.  
David was first elected in 1996 and served a total of 3 terms, 
including one year as Clerk of Session.  We are deeply grateful 
for their faithful service to our church.
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