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Dear friends,
As we turn our sights toward the end 
of summer, I find myself heartened at 
the prospect of life’s traditional rhythms 
returning. School, sports, worship, and 
social gatherings punctuate our lives with 
opportunities for growth and friendship. I 

hope you’ll peruse this newsletter for such opportunities and 
decide to partake. I’m confident you’ll be glad you did.
Our work as a congregation has pressed on this summer, 
and I’m grateful for the commitment of so many who have 
made it possible. Our Session will host our pandemic-delayed 
retreat next week where we will receive a final report from 
the Planning and Evaluation Board (our strategic planning 
arm) about the exciting prospect of  further investments 
in affordable housing. In addition, we’ll hear from our Arts 
Task Force about their expansive research into various 
representations in our stained glass windows and other 
sanctuary art. Finally, we'll chart a course for a full return 
to worship and education for the fall. It’s an ambitious 
agenda, and I solicit your prayers. The Session will, as always, 
communicate important steps forward soon after the retreat.
I’m also deeply pleased to welcome our new Pastoral 
Residents, Molly Smerko, Serenitye Taylor, and Nikki 
Zimmermann. These newest staff members bring 
considerable talent and will help us embrace the fullness of 
our call as a congregation as they continue to refine their gifts 
in the early practice of ministry. I hope you’ll take the time to 
welcome, befriend, and serve alongside them. It’s a privilege to 
have them join the Covenant congregation, and I know you’ll 
help make them feel at home.
With abundant gratitude,

Message from Bob
Dinner & Programs Resume
Open Table resumes September 8! Join Covenant friends on 
Wednesday evenings for supper and programs. Dinner will 
be served from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. This year, we’ll offer 
two program sessions – one from 5:45 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
and one from 6:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. – with a mix of small 
group meetings and learning, and engagement for all ages. 
Watch Windows on Covenant or visit CovenantPresby.org/
wednesdays for the fall program schedule. 

Planned Contributions (Year to date through June 30, 2021)

2021 Budgeted: .............................................................$1,759,000
2021 Actual: ....................................................................$1,661,210

 94.4% of Budget

The weekly breakdown below details the average weekly 
need vs. income to meet our annual giving budget

Budgeted Average Weekly Income ............................... $64,550 
Actual Average Weekly Donations ................................ $63,893 

                         49.5% of annual budget

Thank you for your continued generosity.

Please continue to give Online at covenantpresby.org/give  

Text ‘Give’ to 704-312-7616 

Mail or place gifts in offering plate 

Scan the QR code at right

Financial Update

Campus Updates

Open Table Returns

Over the past 18 months, a number of improvements and 
renovations have been made around the Covenant campus. 
Most recently, Fellowship Hall windows were replaced on 
the second floor. These windows will provide better energy 
efficiency and a clearer view of our campus. Other projects 
include fresh paint, new HVAC vents in the gym, and pressure 
washing of outdoor spaces. The construction of a new Audio/
Visual control room in the Sanctuary building is currently 
underway. When complete, this will enhance our in-person and 
online worship experience. 

Volunteers are always welcome and needed for campus 
maintenance projects. Interested? Contact Zeno Wall (Zeno.
Wall@CovenantPresby.org). 

As an added security measure for our schools, doors from 
the Recreation Wing to the Education Building remain locked. 
Please use the Welcome Center entrance for all meetings in the 
Sanctuary building or Education Wing. 
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On September 12, we’ll resume our 8:45 a.m. traditional 
service in the Chapel and 11 a.m. contemporary service in 
Fellowship Hall. 

8:45 a.m. Traditional – Chapel 
An intimate, meditative worship experience complemented 
with organ and soloists. 

9:30 a.m. Contemporary – Sanctuary 
An uplifting service featuring the Covenant Worship Team of 
instrumentalists and singers.

11 a.m. Traditional – Sanctuary  
A Sanctuary service with the full Covenant Choir and 
occasional instrumentalists.

11 a.m. Contemporary – Fellowship Hall 
Come as you are for a service in the Fellowship Hall that 
blends Americana-style music, a message, and discussion.

Convocation Sunday Welcomes All
On Sunday, September 12, we’ll host our fall Convocation at 
9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for a program with 
speaker Jaime Clark Soles, author of Reading John for Dear Life, 
and a kick-off of our fall study on 1 Corinthians, “Searching 
the Depths of God.” 

Travel-Learn-Connect this Fall
Travel, Learn, Connect (TLC). Covenant’s 
active adults group enjoys learning and travel 
(and good food!). Enjoy some time getting 
to know our new faith community nurse, 
Laura Capranica, on Wednesday, August 18 
at 10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall, room 207. 
This social time will include refreshments 

and time for brainstorming future events. Contact Michelle 
Williamson (Michelle.Williamson@CovenantPresby.org)  
to RSVP. 

You're Invited!
Looking for a small group to join at 
Covenant? Consider a Presbyterian 
Women’s Circle. We’re excited to kick 
off meetings in September, with 
focus on topics like rest, women in 
the Bible, mission and community. 
Interested in getting connected 
with a small group? Contact 
Serenitye Taylor (Serenitye.
Taylor@CovenantPresby.org). 

Welcome New Members

WelcomeHome

TLC Events Presbyterian Women

Seth Amott Lilli GerardiBrad, Liam, Marina Bridges Vince, Rebecca, Sharon DiSandro

Fall Worship
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In her June sermon titled “How Long? God and Suffering,” 
Katherine Kerr shared a reassuring message on God’s presence 
in the midst of crisis. We all, at times, find ourselves feeling 
abandoned, lost and wondering why bad things happen. These 
situations – the loss of a loved one or a job, a difficult diagnosis, 
a personal relationship gone sideways, a period of isolation – 
can challenge our faith. But they can also be opportunities to 
strengthen it. 

Often, it can help to have a friend walk with us on our journey. 
And that’s exactly what Stephen Ministers, specially trained lay 
leaders in our church, are available to do. 

First and foremost, Stephen Ministers offer an entirely 
confidential, faith-based, caring, one-on-one relationship. 
They participate in 50 hours of training to learn how to listen 
with careful intention and offer support, encouragement and 
comfort. 

“Oftentimes, when we’re in a vulnerable place in our lives, we 
don’t want to burden family and friends,” says Kelli McAlister, 
one of Covenant’s Stephen Ministry leaders. “A Stephen 

Minister can offer 
care, comfort and 
reassurance. We 
can be the tangible 
hands and feet of 
Christ in showing 
His healing love and 
compassion.” 

Once paired, a Stephen 
Minister and his or her care 
receiver work together to arrange 
a meeting schedule. The frequency 
of visits may be as often as once a week, but varies by 
relationship. And the duration of the caring relationship can be 
brief or lengthy, depending on a care receiver’s needs. 

Might you or someone you know be interested in finding a 
supportive friend through the Stephen Ministry? Contact 
Katherine Kerr (Katherine.Kerr@CovenantPresby.org).

Covenant’s Outdoor Ministry is growing! In 2019, we launched 
Fresh Air and Fellowship, a series of regular hikes with 
Covenant friends. Soon, we’ll offer more practical opportunities 
for participants to experience nature; deepen relationships with 
the church, each other and our natural surroundings; and grow 
in faithful stewardship of the environment. This will include:

• Community Connection: We’ll use nature and the 
environment as a universal context to foster relationships 
within and beyond the Covenant community. This could 
include things like caring for gardens on the Covenant 
campus, organizing hikes with a sister church, partnering 
with neighbors at The Mezzanine to create and care 
for a community garden, and making improvements to 
Covenant campus space to meet community needs for 
accessible urban green space. 

• Earth Care/Sustainability: We’ll examine and put into 
practice our spiritual convictions about taking care of 
the environment, both on the Covenant campus and 
within our local community. This could include assessing 
and mitigating Covenant’s natural resource usage and 
environmental impact, and advocating for earth care 
practices and behaviors within the church and globally.

• Eco-theology: We’ll provide programming and curriculum 
to enhance ecological and environmental knowledge with 
a biblical, spiritual and theological emphasis.

• Fresh Air and Fellowship: We’ll continue to provide people 
of all ages and life stages a simple, compelling, low-
barrier-to-entry option for nurturing their physical health 
and for building their relationships with and through the 
church through fellowship. 

Interested in getting involved? Join an informational kick-off 
meeting on Wednesday, August 11 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
at Covenant or email Lauren Sawyers (Lauren.Y.Sawyers@
gmail.com).

 
Hike With Covenant
Join Covenant friends for upcoming hikes! 
Details and sign-up at  
covenantpresby.org/recreation-ministry#hike. 

• August 7: Linville Falls Day Outing and BBQ lunch 
• September 11: Seven Oaks Preserve
• October 16: Pharr Family Farm Trail  

Stephen Ministry
Confidential, Faith-Based Support

Join Our Growing Outdoor Ministry
Spiritually Experiencing God's Beauty in Nature
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Maureen Flynn Betts will join the Covenant 
staff as Director of Communications. 
Maureen brings excellent experience and 
skills to Covenant in the areas of strategic, 
digital and brand marketing, analysis, and 
social media. Maureen is a graduate of 
Marywood University (Scranton, PA) and 

received a Master of Business and Science in Marketing from 
the Waterford Institute of Technology (Ireland). She most 
recently served as the Marketing and Digital Communications 
Manager with Bull’s Eye Innovations in New Jersey. Maureen is 
an active volunteer with Scouts and enjoys spending time with 
her two children, son Kieran, age 13 and daughter Abbie, 12. 
When asked about joining us at Covenant, Maureen borrowed a 
quote from Saint Catherine of Siena – “Be who God meant you 
to be and set the world on fire.”  

William Lucas will join the Covenant staff as 
Director of Operations. William graduated 
from North Carolina State University with a 
bachelor of science in Textile Technology. He 
brings extensive operations and managerial 
experience to the role, having served most 
recently as Director of Distribution for Sock 

and Accessory Brands Global in Mocksville, NC, and with prior 
tenure at Hanes Brands. Over the course of his career, he 

has had responsibility for large facilities (200,000 to 400,000 
sq ft) with staffs of 100 to 400 employees. In addition to 
his professional experience, William serves on the Board of 
Trustees for his church, First Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church.  

William brings to Covenant a desire to support the mission 
of the church through facility optimization. He says, “I am 
excited to be joining the team and am anxious to begin making 
contributions to Covenant Presbyterian Church.” 

Nikki Zimmermann, will begin as our Pastoral 
Resident for Mission and Outreach. As 
previously announced, Nikki graduated with a 
Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological 
Seminary and served most recently as 
Pastor of Worship, Ministry of Community 
Engagement at Kingston United Methodist in 

Kingston, NJ. She will reside at The Mezzanine on Freedom and 
is looking forward to being a part of the Covenant and Charlotte 
community.

"The most remarkable thing about my internship 
experience this summer is having the honor and 
privilege to listen to the life stories and experiences of 
homeless men who come by the shelter. think the most 
important thing for people, particularly Christians, to 
know is that serving people with love is essential. 1 
Corinthians 13:1-3 highlights the importance of serving 
with love, else everything that one does means nothing. 
One the things about my experience I'll carry with me 
for a long time to come is the memory of the white 
blanket given to a homeless veteran by his 9-year-old 
son as it represents hope and dear affection."
– Kevin Chen, Stapleton-Davidson Intern, Roof Above

"This summer, the most remarkable thing I've seen is 
how much love and resilience the staff have. There is 
no question that this job is emotionally draining and I 
am constantly in awe of how capable and strong the 
staff are for these kids. It's easy for people to think 
that the kids here are "troubled" or "rule breakers," but 
the majority of them are kind, funny and mostly just 
in need of some love and support. One of the biggest 
things I will with me from this summer is love from 
these kids. They have been hurt so deeply by family 
or society, but they still have some of the biggest 
capacities for love I've ever experienced." 
– Anna Ferone, PIM Intern, The Relatives Crisis Center 

Welcome New Staff – Joining Covenant on August 2
Director of Communications, Director of Operations, Pastoral Resident

Summer Intern Reflections
Covenant's Stapleton-Davidson and People in Mission Internships
This summer, Covenant hosted eight student interns who served at local mission partners through the Stapleton-
Davidson and People in Mission internship programs. As they helped neighbors in need, these interns also grew in faith 
through intentional study and relationship-building activities with each other. As they return to school this fall, they 
reflect on what this experience has meant for them. 
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A new season of Glorious Music
CHILDREN'S CHOIRS
Children's Choir registration is now open! Sign up at 
covenantpresby.org/children#choir (or scan code at 
right) by September 1. Rehearsals begin September 
8, 2021. (After September 1, please 
contact Heather Potter to join.) For more 
information, contact Director of Traditional 
Music, Heather Potter (Heather.Potter@
CovenantPresby.org). 

Angelus Choir (grades K-1) 
Angelus Choir is open to children in kindergarten through 
1st grade. Weekly rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:45 
to 6:30, Education Wing, room 201, where the focus is 
on teaching children to use their voices to praise God. 

Chorister Choir (grades 2-3) 
Chorister Choir is open to children in 2nd and 3rd grades. 
Weekly rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:45 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. in Education Wing, room 315. During the year, 
children will lead worship in traditional and contemporary 
services and during the Service of Lessons and Carols. 

NEW THIS YEAR! Jubilate Choir (grades 4-5)  
Jubilate Choir is open to children in 4th and 5th grades. 
Weekly rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. in Education Wing, room 315. During the year, 
children will lead worship in traditional and contemporary 
services and during the Service of Lessons and Carols. 

Cherub Choir (ages 4-5) 
Part of Covenant's weekday preschool program, children 
participate in Cherub Choir on alternating weeks. For 
more information, contact Robert Dicks (Rob.Dicks@
CovenantPresby.org). 

YOUTH CHOIRS
Youth Singers (grades 6-12)  
Open to all middle and high school youth. Weekly 
rehearsals are Sundays from 10:30 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. in 
Education Wing, room 315. An information meeting will 
be held on September 12. 

Youth Strings Ensemble (grades 6-12)  
Open to all middle and high school youth. Weekly 
rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
in the Chapel. All experience levels are welcome! 

Youth Handbell Ensemble (grades 6-12)  
Open to all middle and high school youth. Weekly 
rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
in Education Wing, room 320.

ADULT CHOIR  
Join us for rehearsals Wednesdays at 6:30 in the Choir 
Room, beginning August 18. Sing every Sunday or sing 
for a season. Rehearse weekly or rehearse for a 6-week 
period leading to a special service. Participate in the full 
Wednesday rehearsal, 6:30-8:30 or rehearse from 6:30-
7:30 for special events. Special services include: 

• World Communion Sunday, October 3  
• All Saints Day, November 7  
• Lessons and Carols, December 12  
• Christmas Season, begins November 28 

You can fit choir into your schedule!  It is possible to 
participate on a limited basis – once, twice, or a few 
times each year. You are able to join a Wednesday night 
class AND sing in choir! Nursery childcare is available 
upon request. For more information contact Heather 
Potter (Heather.Potter@CovenantPresby.org).

COVENANT  RINGERS 
New to bells? Lots of experience ? We can help you 
find the right place to ring. Covenant Ringers rehearse 
Mondays from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Education Wing 
Room 320 beginning August 23. For more information, 
contact Rob Dicks at Rob.Dicks@CovenantPresby.org 

INSTRUMENTALISTS 
We welcome instrumentalists of all types to participate 
in worship. Contact Heather Potter (Heather.Potter@
CovenantPresby.org). for more information or to express 
your interest. 

WORSHIP JAM NIGHTS 
Do you sing or play an instrument? Do you ever pick up 
a paintbrush or draw for fun? Join us for nights with the 
Worship Team where we will jam to some of our favorite 
songs while artists can draw, paint, or create as they 
listen to the music.

Beginning August 29, Worship Jam Nights will happen 
on the last Sunday of the month from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your instruments, your 
artwork, and/or your materials as we connect through 
song, craft, and art. All skill levels are welcome! For more 
information or to RSVP, email Shea at Shea.Watts@
CovenantPresby.org.”



CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER CLASS OF 2021
On July 16, the Covenant Child Development Center 
held its first graduation ceremony since opening in 
2019. Congratulations to the ten students moving on to 
Kindergarten this year! 
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First CDC Graduation

COVENANT PRESCHOOL NEARS REOPENING 
The Covenant Preschool will host a grand re-opening 
celebration on Thursday, August 26 from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. The preschool staff, led by director Janice 
Price, and volunteers have  been hard at work since the 
beginning of the year preparing classrooms and learning 
spaces for the return of this beloved program. The 
preschool school year begins following Labor Day. 

SOOTHING ROOMS FOR YOUNG WORSHIPERS 
Children of all ages are always welcome in worship at 
Covenant. We also have two soothing rooms for parents 
who would feel more comfortable caring for babies and 
young children during the service. One is located in the 
balcony and the other in the Parlor downstairs. Both offer 
a live video stream of the services and can be accessed at 
any time. Interested? See an usher for assistance. 

SANCTUARY WORSHIP FLOWERS 
Please consider donating floral arrangements for our 
worship space. Flowers can be given in honor of a 
special person or event, or simply to add beauty to our 
worship experience. To reserve a date, contact Michelle 
Williamson at Michelle.Williamson@CovenantPresby.org.

RECREATION WING UPDATES 
Reservations are no longer required for our Recreation 
Wing. Fifty participants are welcome in the building at any 
given time, with 25 allowed per class on the gym floor. 
Masks will not be required as long as proof of vaccination 
is on record at the front desk.      

Rec Wing hours through the summer months will 
continue to be Monday – Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 
noon and 2:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., and on Friday from 
8 a.m. to noon. Personal training sessions are available. 
Learn more and sign up: covenantpresby.org/recreation-
ministry. 

EXTEND A WARM WELCOME: JOIN OUR 
USHER TEAM 
Our Worship Ministry is seeking new volunteers to join 
our usher team. This is a wonderful opportunity to help 
serve as an extension of our hospitality, extending a 
warm welcome to Covenant members and guests alike 
on Sunday mornings. Interested in being an usher? 
Contact Ashley Roehrig (ashroe1010@gmail.com) 
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CHILDREN
August 22: Blessing of the Backpacks  
Children are invited to bring their backpacks for a special 
service (9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.) during which we’ll 
pray for students in our church, in our community and 
around the world. Rising K-5 students will attend worship 
then depart to the Circle to pack bookbags for Highland 
Renaissance Academy students.

August 29: Promotion Sunday  
Children will officially join their new grade-level classes 
for the 2021-22 school year. 

September: Ready, Set, Worship 
An introduction to Communion for 1st graders. Students 
and their families are invited to attend classes at 9:30 
a.m. on Sundays, September 12, 19 and 26, with a 
celebration of communion at the 9:30 service on October 
3, World Communion Sunday. 

Save the date!  
On November 21, 3rd graders will receive Bibles  
at the 11:00 service. 

Children’s Sunday School volunteers needed!  
Teams of volunteers rotate Sunday School leadership 
once a month for our nine classes, Twos – 5th grade. This 
is a great way to meet other families. If you would like 
to volunteer, contact Anne Lowrance (Anne.Lowrance@
CovenantPresby.org) or Sarah Askins (Sarah.Askins@
CovenantPresby.org) for more information.

YOUTH
Moving Up 
It’s that time of year where we begin focusing on the 
changing seasons, including the changing season of our 

youth! On August 15, all rising 6th graders 
and rising 9th graders are invited to a 
formal celebration of their transition into 
middle and high school. Youth are invited 
to attend a formal moving up event at 
2:00 p.m. (middle schoolers) or 4:00 p.m. 
(high schoolers). For questions about your 
youth’s transition or on joining Covenant 
Middle School or High School Youth, email 
Alyssa Pacheco (middle school) at alyssa.
pacheco@covenantpresby.org, or Martin 
Pruitt (high school) at Martin.Pruitt@
CovenantPresby.org.

Fall Kick-off  
Calling all middle and high school youth! Come celebrate 
the beginning of the school year with us at the church 
on September 12 at 6 p.m., where we’ll talk about all the 
great events and fellowship to look forward to in the fall! 
Parents are invited. 

Welcome Middle Schoolers! 
Alyssa Pacheco, our Middle School Youth Director, would 
like to formally welcome all rising 6th, 7th, and 8th 
graders into Covenant’s Youth program, beginning on 
August 15! We especially can’t wait for our new members 
to join our middle school family and spend the year with 
us. Middle School Youth this year will have the chance 
to attend Sunday School on Sunday morning, meet on 
Sunday and Wednesday nights for faith and fellowship, 
go on fall, spring, and Quest retreats, get confirmed 
in the church, and more! Email Alyssa.Pacheco@
CovenantPresby.org to get  connected!

• Transition Celebration: August 15 at 2:00 p.m. 
(rising 6th graders and their families only)

• Back To School Welcome: August 22 at 6:00 p.m. 
• Fall Kick Off (Parents welcome and invited): 

September 12
• Quest Kick Off: November 7
• End of Semester Celebration: December 12

A new season of Learning & Growing

Martin

Alyssa
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High School Youth
• Transition Celebration: August 15, 4:00 p.m.  

(rising 9th graders only)
• Back-to-school Welcome: August 22, 6:00 p.m.
• Fall Kick Off (Parents welcome and invited): 

September 12

YOUNG ADULTS
Join us any time. Get connected! 
Contact Molly Smerko (Molly.Smerko@
covenantpresby.org)

August 1: Young Adults Joining Day, 
10:30 a.m. 
Joining a church means becoming part of a 
community bigger than yourself. Have you 

always wanted to become a member at Covenant? Meet 
Lora Borrelli in the parlor at 10:30 a.m. to join, stay for the 
11:00 service, and then join your young adult friends for 
lunch at Kid Cashew after! Questions? Contact Molly.

August 1: First Sunday Lunch at Kid Cashew, 12:30 p.m. 
First Sunday lunches are back! Come join your young 
adult friends at Kid Cashew for fun and fellowship. 
Contact Seth Puckett for more information (puckettas@
gmail.com).

August 14: Second Saturday Service at Highland 
Renaissance Academy, 10:00 a.m.-noon
Join us for this month’s Second Saturday Service as we 
participate in a campus beautification project to benefit 
one of our mission partners, Highland Renaissance 
Academy. Interested? Contact Grace Williams 
(williamsgs13@gmail.com)

August 22: Fall Kickoff Event at Olde Mecklenburg 
Brewery, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
The arrival of fall means new opportunities to learn, 
serve, and build great friendships! We’ve got a lot of 
exciting things in store. Join us as we reconnect at Olde 
Mecklenburg Brewery with food, drinks, and welcoming 
conversation. You’ll hear a little more from our leadership 
about the ways that you can get meaningfully connected 
to our ministry. Reach out to Molly Smerko to learn more.

ADULTS 
Adult Sunday School resumes September 12. 

Men’s Bible Study   
Meets at 8:45 a.m. in Welcome Center Room 204 
This group discusses the previous week’s sermon and its 
real-life applications to current life experiences. 

The People Class 
Meets at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall Room 201 
Grab a cup of coffee outside and join the group for 
discussion around various topics and books.

The Fellowship Class 
Meets at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall Room 203 
This long-held Covenant Sunday School class has recently 
made some enhancements and will be taught by various 
Covenant members as they study 1 Corinthians together.

Open Door Class 
Meets at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall Room 205 
This class watches a short video together, followed by 
discussion. This is an easy class to join for the first time 
ever or the first time in a while with no preparation. Come 
enjoy conversation and friendly faces.

The Foundations Class 
Meets at 10:45 a.m. in Education Wing Room 212 
This class is specifically for parents of young children with 
a discussion centered on real-life applications of the day’s 
sermon. 

Small Groups 
Small groups meet at various times throughout the week. 
Interested in joining a small group this fall? Contact Grace 
Lindvall (Grace.Lindvall@CovenantPresby.org). 

Molly

 
Save the Dates this Fall
October 3 – We will hold a Healing Hearts Service 
for those who have lost a pregnancy, experienced 
infant loss, placed a child for adoption, lost embryos in 
IVF or feel the need for a space to mourn a child they 
are not able to hold. Watch for details in Windows on 
Covenant.

September 29 – On Wednesday evening, at 6:45 
p.m. we will begin a 4-week Faithful Families series 
as part of Open Table programs. The series will begin 
with a panel discussion on Foster Care, then will 
continue in future weeks looking at different ways 
families exist in the church and how we support 
families in the community.
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Highland Renaissance Academy  
Over the course of a year defined by distancing and 
isolation, Covenant’s partnership with Highland 
Renaissance Academy, our partner school, grew 
stronger as our relationships with the school community 
deepened. This past school year, we continued to lift 
up teachers and staff with celebrations of gratitude, 
including brunches, gifts, notes of encouragement and an 
appreciation week. We supported students with supplies, 
technology and virtual tutoring. 

As we acknowledge the accomplishment of this year, we 
feel the urgency of the work that lies ahead. The impact 
of COVID-19 on student learning and social-emotional 
development has been significant and we want to be 
ready to help as we emerge from the pandemic. For the 
2021-22 school year, we’ll emphasize opportunities to 
work directly with students. This will include:

• Funding Highland’s HEART Math Tutoring program 
and serving as tutors. Training and support is 
provided for volunteers and tutoring will be done 
virtually. 

• Resuming the Read, Roar, Soar reading program. 
Volunteers take a selection of books into all third 
grade classrooms for students to add to their home 
library. This is also an opportunity to read with 
students.

• Supporting our Kindergartners with a spring tutoring 
program that provides one-on-one support for 
kindergarten students by working on sight words and 
reading.

• Preparing backpacks with school supplies and 
blessing the bags on Backpack Sunday (August 
22) during both worship services. Donations of the 
following items are needed and can be dropped off at 
the Welcome Center during business hours anytime 
before August 13:

• Washable markers (Crayola 12 count)
• Crayons (Crayola 24 count box)
• School glue (4 oz bottle)
• School glue (sticks)
• Scissors (5” blunt tip)
• Composition notebook, wide rule
• Pocket folders
• Pencils (12 pack, pre sharpened)
• Dry erase markers (set of 4) 

We will also continue to support teachers and staff 
through monthly appreciation brunches and other direct 
outreach. Watch Windows on Covenant for opportunities 
to serve throughout the year. 

For more information about supporting Highland 
or to volunteer, contact Lucy Crain (Lucy.Crain@
CovenantPresby.org). 

Renguti School 
For years, Covenant has supported Renguti, a primary 
school located outside of Nairobi, Kenya. Soon, 8th 
graders at Renguti will begin high school. Covenant is 
pleased to enter into a new partnership with Mountain 
Park Academy, a residential secondary school and trade 
school that provides critical college preparation and 
vocational training. By providing scholarships, Covenant 
is providing the financial means for all thirteen of this 
year’s graduating students to continue their education.  
Mountain Park Academy, which partners with an 
Atlanta-based nonprofit called The Kenya Project, has 
considerable expertise in educating secondary students, 
making it a wonderful option for transitioning students 
as Renguti maintains its focus on preschool and K-8 
education. The Renguti community, the students, and 
their parents are extremely grateful and hopeful about 
this new opportunity.

A new season of Mission & Outreach
SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION
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Freedom School 
This summer, Covenant continued its support of Freedom 
School Partners, a literacy program. Volunteers provided 
snacks, delivered supplies and supported staff at the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School site. 

College Servant Leader Intern helps his scholar during the 
Integrated Reading Curriculum activity.

The Mezzanine on Freedom  
Covenant continues its partnership with the Mezzanine 
on Freedom, working to build relationships with the 
management staff and residents. Over the past few 
months, we have been able to offer events with free 
farmer’s markets and kids activities. 

“It’s fun to see residents engaging in these events, 
getting to know each other and volunteering to donate 
decorations,” says Ariel Gritter, who leads Covenant’s 
partnership efforts with The Mezzanine. 

This fall, we will work to pull together a community 
association and, based on feedback received, we will offer 
a financial literacy series, provide backpacks and school 
supplies to children, and build out a community garden. 
We are excited to see how God continues to deepen and 
strengthen the community we seek to build with and 
among the Mezzanine residents.

Christmas Eve Offering Update 
Through the generosity of Christmas Eve offerings, 
Covenant was able to give more than $60,000 in 
educational resources to our partners here in Charlotte 
and around the world.

In Reynosa, Mexico, Faith Ministry was able to provide 
computers, software and wifi- or cellular data-enabled 
tablets to 100 students in their scholarship program. 
Even as in-person learning resumes, these resources will 
continue to bless these students’ educational experience.

In Palestine, Tomorrow’s Youth Organization provided 
students tablets, software and educational kits. All 
together, more than 150 families were supported with 
education resources.

Here in Charlotte, we ensured students at Highland 
Renaissance Academy had sufficient technology for 
combining remote and in-person learning, including 
double monitors and microphones to keep teachers 
and students connected whether at home or in the 
classroom. 
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Katie Coley 
• Usher 
• Quest mentor 
• Elder nominating committee 

Kerry Hamilton* 
• College Council, chair 
• Quest Council, co-chair 
• High School Youth Council 

Tim Kendrick* 
• Planning & Evaluation, chair  
• College Council, chair  
• Mission trip leader  

Erin Nixon 
• Lead usher 
• Search committee 
• Covenant CDC parent 

Drew Quartapella 
• Men's Sunday School leader 
• Affordable Housing Task Force 
• Capital Campaign Leadership

Ann Reed* 
• Adult choir 
• Elizabeth Circle 

Lecia Shockley 
• Preschool Director Search  
   Committee, chair  
• Ready, Set, Worship leader  
• Stewardship Campaign, co-chair 

Courtney St. Onge 
• High School Youth Director 
   Search Committee, chair 
• Quest mentor  
• Food pantry volunteer

Burnet Tucker 
• Personnel Committee 
• Covenant Impacts Charlotte 
• Search committee member 

Grace Williams 
• Young Adult Council Member  
• PATH Small Group Leader 
• Arts Task Force Committee

 Wilson Bacon 
• High School Youth 
• Mission and Outreach 
• Sunday School

Anna Wade DuPuy 
• High School Youth 
• Sunday School 
• Heifer Mission Trip 

Meet Covenant's Elder Nominees 
Sunday, Sept. 19 at 10:30 a.m., a congregational meeting will be held to elect 10 adult elders to the Session class of 2024 
and two Youth Elders to serve one-year terms beginning Jan. 1. The Elder Nominating Committee will nominate those below. 
Additional nominations may be made from the floor. The nominee must consent and be present. *Indicates prior service as Elder

Youth Elder Nominees

Covenant Main Office / Welcome Center: 704-333-9071  |  News/Announcements: 704-804-7565  |  Recreation Wing: 704-334-7491 
Preschool: 704-333-8658  |  Child Development Center: 704-804-7588  |  Covenant Email Addresses: firstname.lastname@covenantpresby.org  

Web Site: www.covenantpresby.org  |  Worship Online: covenantpresby.org/live  |  Social Media: @covenantpresby    #covenantpresby

Marriage Seminar 
Saturday, August 14
Covenant will host a marriage seminar 
for newlyweds and couples planning to 
get married at Covenant on Saturday, 
August 14 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall. This program 
will be led by Katherine Kerr and boxed 
lunches will be provided. Participants 
are asked to complete a prepare-
enrich assessment in advance. Contact 
Lynne Koeniger (Lynne.Koeniger@
CovenantPresby.org) for more 
information and to sign up. 


