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Where we stand on pledges for 2021
Will you run this race with us?
The stewardship campaign is
nearing the 2021 starting line
and there’s a place for YOU in
this race.
To date, we’ve received 344
pledges totaling $2,004,151. We
need your help to reach our $3.1
million goal.
The neighbors, mission partners, families, students and
members who depend on Covenant need to know that we
are ready. We have a race to run and it’s going to take your
commitment to help us reach the finish line.
If there is ever a time when we need your investment, it is
now. Here's why:

Financial Update
Thank you for your support of Covenant during what is certainly a challenging year. Our
congregation’s generosity has allowed us to continue to fulfill the needs for our church family,
community and world.
Many have fulfilled your 2020 pledges early and, for that, we are deeply grateful. Between
now and the end of the year, Covenant needs over $400,000 of giving in order for our
operating budget to end the year whole. Thank you for your generosity.

• Our mission teams are actively serving hungry people in
our own city and our budget is supporting active feeding
programs throughout the world;
• Worship services have continued to claim God’s covenant
promises and offer hope and guidance through these
uncharted waters.
• Care teams have personally reached out to every member
and delivered care packages to those most isolated.
We are grateful to be part of this community with you.
Thank you for your support.

1. Visit CovenantPresby.org/stewardship

A closer look

2. Use your smart phone to scan
the QR code at right

Many have asked about other financial implications of the pandemic. Here is a broad overview:
In addition to the pledge basis of our annual budget, there is also an un-pledged and loose
offering section that is currently running $30,000 short.

3. Print and return the
mailable pledge card below

We also have several ministry areas that typically generate income for the church - Child
Development Center, Preschool, Recreation Wing and Food Service. These areas have been
dramatically impacted by our pandemic closure and represent a year-to-date income shortfall
of $850,000.

Katie and Lee Cornwell
Chairs, 2021 Stewardship Campaign

2021 Pledge

Fortunately, we have also been disciplined to create (mostly!) off-setting savings in utilities,
office, property and personnel – with the most significant savings coming in personnel. We
anticipate these savings to be approximately $715,000.
We have been able to maintain a stable net financial position, but we are counting on the next
month of giving to finish the year well-positioned for a continuing strong execution of our
mission in 2021.
What you can do
You can make a secure online contribution at CovenantPresby.org/give or use your
smart phone to scan the QR code at right.
To be deductible in 2020, your gift must be received or postmarked prior to midnight on
Dec. 31. Church offices are open until 5 p.m. For questions, please contact
Bill.Keith@CovenantPresby.org or 704-804-7575.
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Three ways to make a pledge for 2021

$_______________________
Print Name:

$_______________ weekly

_________________________________________________

$________________monthly
$_________________annually

I would like for someone to contact me:

I would like to make my contribution

Phone or Email: ______________________________

through a bank draft.
New Bank Draft:

Yes

I am interested in naming Covenant in my estate planning.

(Further information will be sent to you.)
Continue Bank Draft:

Yes

I am interested in giving a gift of stock and/or IRA distribution.

No
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Advent at Covenant: A season of hope
Visit CovenantPresby.org/Advent to get connected
Subscribe to this year's Advent devotional
What might it look like if our waiting
allowed us to experience the love of
God, the friendship and fellowship
of those near us, and the ability to
see circumstances in a new light?
Find answers in this year's
Advent daily devotional series,
which features heartfelt
reflections written by Covenant
members. You'll gain a new
perspective on the concept of
waiting -- and perhaps learn
something new about others in
our community.
Subscribe at CovenantPresby.org/Advent.

Mid-day worship welcomes you
In-person and via livestream

Service for Wholeness and Healing
Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. via livestream
Amid holiday celebrations, many of us struggle with hard
realities of grief, loss, illness and unfulfilled dreams. A
candlelight service led by Katherine Kerr is intended to
bring comfort and re-center our focus.

Grab-N-Go meals on Wednesday nights
Last meal is Dec. 16 until we resume in January

Watch Lessons and Carols via livestream
Featuring choir, ringers, youth and brass

Take home a freshly prepared meal for you and/or your
family prepared by our kitchen staff. Here's how it works:

The singing and ringing choirs of Covenant, accompanied by Rob Dicks on the organ as well as piano and brass,
celebrate Christ's birth at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 13. This is a re-broadcast of the 2019 Lessons and Carols service.

Menus are posted in Windows e-news and online at
CovenantPresby.org/Wednesdays, where you can order
and pay online. You can also call Michelle Williamson at
704-804-7560 to place an order and pay.

See and hear Covenant Choir, Covenant Ringers, Youth Singers, Angelus and Chorister Choirs along with Charlotte
Brass -- all under the direction of Heather and Kenney Potter and Rob Dicks.

Meals are available a la carte, so you can choose what
you want and how many portions you need.
On Wednesdays, drive-thru pickup is from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
in the upper parking lot. Volunteers will bring the food
from the kitchen to your car.
Come to the Sanctuary on Mondays at noon for readings,
music and ritual observances led by a minister. These
15-minute services are also live-streamed and rebroadcast Monday at 7:30 p.m.
Please follow social distancing protocols by checking in
at the Welcome Center and wearing a mask while visiting
campus.
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A special offering during the livestream will support Crisis Assistance Ministry, one of our longest-running mission
partners.

Young Adults Christmas Virtual Gathering
Thursday, Dec. 17 at 7 p.m.
We’re going to play it safe this year and offer our Christmas
gathering online.
During the event, we'll interact with the work of students
at Dar al-Kalima University College of Arts and Culture
(shown at left), located in the city of Jesus' birth,
Bethlehem. Our own Dr. Suzanne Henderson, a board
member of Bright Stars of Bethelehem, will be on hand to
help us learn about life as a young adult in the Holy Land.
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Christmas Eve brings on-campus festivities
Reserve a timeslot at CovenantPresby.org/Advent
This Christmas Eve, we hope the Covenant campus will
be alive with music, lights, decorations, animals and
contemplative time in the Sanctuary.
While plans for the day remain fluid as we closely
monitor and consider all outside factors, you are invited
to sign up for your family (however you define family, in
groups of up to 12 people), to spend some time at our
church home before returning to your own home for a
livestream Christmas Eve worship service with the entire
Covenant community online at 5 p.m.
Everyone will have a chance to visit the Sanctuary to light
a candle, offer a prayer and give thanks. Live animals will
be in the Circle from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and there
will be beautiful music throughout the day.
All who come will be given candles and communion
elements to take home for the online worship service.
A drive-by option will be available to pick up a bag of
worship elements from your car.
A leadership team comprised of church members and
staff has spent many weeks planning the occasion.
To ensure safe spacing, family units are asked to arrive at
the church at the beginning of their 30-minute timeslots
and plan to be on campus for about 20 minutes.
Safety measures will be in place and masks will be
required at all times.
Visit CovenantPresby.org/Advent to reserve a timeslot.
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Creative ways to build community
Capital campaign will reach three-year conclusion in April
It is hard to believe now, but just one year ago, Covenant
celebrated the opening of the Welcome Center, a
milestone in the For a Whole Community capital campaign.

Texas Hash, desserts for Roof Above

Help fill the freezer with Texas Hash casseroles and desserts
for our December meal at Roof Above. You can drop off items
at the Fellowship Hall kitchen on Tuesday, Dec. 15 from 10
a.m. to noon and Wednesday, Dec. 16 from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

What a year it has been.
Our congregation’s vision for the campaign -- to support
early childhood education, affordable housing and
campus accessibility -- has come to fruition in ways
beyond what we could have imagined.

Operation Sandwich on 1st Mondays
Room in the Inn is pivoting to new approach
Room in the Inn is a way for people of faith to become directly
involved with individuals experiencing homelessness. The goal
is to keep our neighbors from freezing on cold winter nights.

Julia and Lucy will be outside the Fellowship Hall to collect and
deliver directly to Roof Above's day services center. Bottled
water is also needed.

• A voter registration
and Census drive in
September

• Cookie decorating kits

The Child Development Center (CDC) brings 75 children
and a dedicated team of teachers and administrators
to our campus every day. All have persevered through
challenging circumstances as we adapt to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Just a few weeks ago, Covenant completed funding for a
scholarship endowment to fulfill our vision of a diverse
school community.
“The families have formed great bonds with the teachers,”
said Alexis Modebelu, interim director of the center. “All
that we have endured has made us tighter knit because
we’ve had to depend on each other. We’ve become a
center of resilience.”

Join Covenant folks to sort food items at Loaves and Fishes
(Second Tuesdays every month from 9 to 11:30 a.m.) and
Second Harvest (typically 3rd Wednesdays from 1 to 4 p.m.).
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• Welcome bags for new residents as they move in
• A Little Free Library built by Alan Morrow and a team
of volunteers

Collecting calendars and greeting cards

Volunteer teams sort food items

Our church’s relationship with the Mezzanine goes
beyond dollars. Among our outreach efforts:

The missions team invites you to make 25 sandwiches and
bring them to Covenant on Monday, Jan. 4 (and every first
Monday of the month) from 10 to 10:30 a.m.

This year, churches are not hosting guests. Instead, Covenant’s
partners at Roof Above (formerly Men's Shelter of Charlotte)
will add shelter beds to meet increased demand. If you or your
group (Bible study, small group, Women’s Circle, etc.) would like
to coordinate bagged lunches together one week, contact Lynn
Morrow at LynnMorrow46@gmail.com.

You are invited to contribute 2021 calendars and new
greeting/Christmas cards for neighbors in need. A collection bin
is in the Welcome Center through January. We collected over
400 calendars last year.

Three miles away at the Mezzanine on Freedom
apartments, families have begun moving into the fourth
and final building. The Mezzanine is unique in that it
offers affordable and market-rate units side-by-side.
Covenant invested $2 million to enable the project to
move forward.

Women's winter coat drive
Donations For Dove's Nest
The missions team seeks donations of gently used or new
ladies' winter coats in support of women at Dove's Nest, a local
mission partner managed by Charlotte Rescue Mission.
The drive runs through Dec. 13 with a goal to have a coat for
each resident as a Christmas gift. A collection bin is available in
the Welcome Center.

“We’re finding creative ways
to be part of community even
though we can’t be in person
right now,” says Julia Watkins,
our pastoral resident for
mission and outreach and a
resident at the Mezzanine.
The capital campaign also
provides for the longterm care and upkeep of
our campus through the
Cornerstone fund, which
has received an additional
$358,000.

Mezzanine welcome bag

Little Free Library

“A lot of people worked
very hard to establish Cornerstone,” said Randy Ripple,
implementation team leader. “We’ve built it up over a
period of time and it’s an important part of being good
stewards.”
The capital campaign will reach its three-year conclusion
in April. We will need the remaining budgeted pledges to
fully fund and complete the commitments we made.
If you have not already done so, you can contribute or
fulfill your pledge online or contact Virginia Rumbley
(704-804-7576; Virginia.Rumbley@CovenantPresby.org)
at the church office.
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Scenes of the season....

Shared by members of the Covenant community

Congregational Notes
Have news to share? Let Covenant know by contacting
Michelle.Williamson@CovenantPresby.org.

Births
Congratulations to the following families:
• Eliza McGinn Deisler, child of Ashley and Andrew Deisler,
born on Nov. 10;
• Everlee Aston Cole, child of Kellee and Chad Cole, born on Dec. 1.
Marriage
• Congratulations to Caroline Claire Brzozowicz and Robert Dare
Williams, who were married on Nov. 21.
Baptisms
Congratulations to the following families:
• Jacob Shelton Derrick, child of Courtney and James Derrick, on
Nov. 5;
• Zora Mae Gaffney, child of Jordan and John Gaffney, on Nov. 11;
• James Walter Carter, child of Kate and Chris Carter, on Nov. 19;
• Graham Davis Maslanka, child of Casey and Nick Maslanka, on
Nov. 19;
• Bennett Reams Lipsey, child of Sarah and John Lipsey,
on Nov. 24;
• Veronica Avery Martin, child of Kate and Patrick Martin,
on Dec. 7.
Deaths in the Church Family
The congregation extends sympathy and love to:
• Bill Creamer on the death of his sister, Nancy Helen Craemer,
on Nov. 16;
• Jack Hunter on the death of his wife, Amelia Hunter, on Nov. 22;
• Kerry and Lori Hamilton on the death of his brother, Kirk
Hamilton, on Nov. 20;
• Joseph Wilson on the death of his father, Tom Wilson, on Nov.
27.
In Memoriam
Doris Anne Bradley
Charter Member, Elder
February 21, 1930 – November 27, 2020
Ruth A. Meighan
Elder
May 8, 1921 – November 27, 2020
Thomas Gwynn Wilson
March 7, 1926 – November 27, 2020
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