
Tower Tidings

Thank You For Building Hope
• 327 hours
• 149 volunteers
• 65 walls
• 6 family members will have a home 
• 1 huge impact

Enjoy more highlights and photos from our Habitat 
for Humanity Wall Build on page 4. 
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From Pastor Julia

Dear Friends,
I am writing this letter to you on Saturday afternoon, April 30, having spent the morning with all 
the crew (more than 100) building the walls for one Habitat for Humanity home. I am feeling “the 
best kind of tired.” Between breakfast and lunch buffets, we hammered away on wall frames for a 
couple of hours, while the children painted the walls for a playhouse. It was a morning of smiles, 
conversation, renewing acquaintances, and making friends. From toddlers to almost 97-year-old 
John Hamilton, all the generations of our church were present.

It was positively thrilling, especially after these many months of pandemic, to see such 
wonderful engagement with one another! If you were not able to participate, please know our 
congregation is alive and well and looking forward to seeing you, too, when the time is right.

Several of you have taken a moment to wish me well on sabbatical, which will be a few weeks 
underway by the time this Tower Tidings issue is published. Please know how grateful I am for the generous gift you have 
made in a time of rest and renewal. I’m excited for the opportunity, and at the same time, it is a bit hard to tear myself away 
just when--like today--we are able to be together! Church staff and Session members have all things well in hand, and I’m 
confident these three months will be engaging for all of us. Be sure to refer to the Sabbatical Times newsletter (blue cover) 
for details, available at church or on our website.

You may be aware that the Session and some committees have been working on a couple of new projects, some of 
them in the works for three or more years. We’ve been gathering insights about them and will continue to do so in the 
coming program year (2022-2023). 

• One is a new mission outreach initiative, an annual partnership with a local agency, to provide focused 
attention, financial and volunteer support. Please watch for opportunities to learn more about this (e.g. Sunday 
school at the end of July, see page 8). The Session has approved funding for a first-year grant. 

• There are also several capital improvement projects under development, both inside and outside, and at 
various stages of approval. We will have opportunities for conversation about these after August. If you wish to 
know more now, please contact Tom Rice or Eric McLaughlin.

God bless you in every way in the weeks ahead. I will certainly miss you; as it is written in Colossians, though I am absent in 
body, yet I am with you in spirit. There is a blessing for those on pilgrimage (which is one way to describe one’s journey of 
faith):  “Be safe and well.  Peace, Love, Courage.”  I pray all these things for you, and I close with words from 1st Corinthi-
ans:

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you, 
My love be with you in Christ Jesus,
 
Grace and peace,

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont
Senior Pastor

Pastor Julia and John Hamilton at the Habitat 
Wall Build. 
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Welcome New Members!

On May 22, four new adult members 
joined the life and ministry of Worth-
ington Presbyterian Church. Please find 
an opportunity to welcome them.

Tyler Savage is returning to WPC. He 
grew up here, participating in Choir 
Plus, confirmation, work camps, and 
Bible studies. He is returning to his 
membership in order to become a better 
follower of Christ and a better parent 
for five-year-old Luke. You may have 
met him painting the playhouse at the 
Habitat Build.

Joyce Isler may also be a familiar face, 
as she is married to longtime member 
David Isler. Her roots are in the Catholic 

church, but through on-line worship, she 
found a home at WPC.  Originally from 
Indianapolis, she and Dave have two 
adult daughters. Joyce enjoys all things 
French and is an active member of the 
Alliance Francaise.

Diane and Jeff Amick are moving to 
Worthington from Greenville, OH, to 
be closer to their grandchildren. Diane 
is a graduate of Miami University and 
a longtime elementary school teacher. 
She is also a deacon. Jeff, an elder, is a 
former attorney, and he is interested in 
most hands-on mission activities. They 
have two daughters, a son, and five 
grandchildren.

Please introduce yourself to these new 
members and welcome them to this part 
of the body of Christ. 

Life in the Church

Top, left to right: Tyler Savage, Joyce 
Isler, Diane and Jeff Amick

WPC Benevolence Fund
In the spring of 2020, WPC estab-
lished a Benevolence Fund to provide 
assistance.  The fund was created in 
response to the dramatic economic 
dislocation from COVID-19, but funds 
are not limited to COVID-19 related 
losses. Are you in need of financial 
help? Or do you know someone who 
is? Contact Pastor Tom Rice (trice@
wpcnow.org or 614-885-5355 x127) to 
begin a confidential application pro-
cess. We are here to love one another as 
Christ loved us.

Welcoming an Afghan 
Family to Columbus
Our congregation is serving as a Wel-
come Team with CRIS (Community 
Refugee and Immigration Services) 
for a family from Afghanistan! The 
family (a mother and her 22 year-old 

Mission

son) arrived in Columbus June 2. 
Sheri Holcomb is our Welcome Team 
Coordinator and contact person (swhol-
comb59@gmail.com, 614-595-9054). 
Many of you have generously donated 
household items to help get the fam-
ily’s apartment set up. The Team will 
help show them Columbus, as well as 
help them get a driver’s license, find a 
grocery store, improve their English, 
and more. If you’d like to get involved, 
please let Sheri know. 

Gracias for COVID-19 Tests
The staff of Montaña de Luz in Hondu-
ras sends heartfelt gratitude for the 75 
rapid COVID-19 tests donated through 
the generosity of WPC. In rural Hon-
duras, where the Mountain of Light fa-
cility is located, rapid COVID tests are 
in short supply. Detecting COVID-19 
cases as soon as possible is especially 
important for people with suppressed 

immune systems, such as those with 
HIV. 

MdL, a nonprofit organization estab-
lished more than 20 years ago, supports 
and empowers children and families 
affected by HIV/AIDS in Honduras. 
In addition to caring for children at its 
group home, MdL regularly helps more 
than 40 families affected by HIV/AIDS 
in outlying communities through its 
Healthy Families Honduras program. 
During the past two decades, dozens 
of WPC members have traveled to the 
Mountain of Light on service trips to 
Honduras. 
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Can you HELP with our 
Sack Lunches Mission?
The Sack Lunches Mission is 
one that we have long supported 
and involves making a simple 
sack lunch which we compile 
and deliver to the Open Shelter 
weekly. We have expanded this 
ministry from a monthly delivery 
to a weekly one as needs have 
increased. The first three weeks 
of the month are an opportunity 
to GIVE MORE of our time to 
this ministry. The 4th Sunday 
we are the only church helping. 
Anyone can join in to make a 
difference: make a LUNCH!! 

To get involved: Pick up sacks 
from Hazelton Hall, shop for and 
make 10 or more lunches. Bring 
them to the church on Sunday 
and we (Adam Limbach/Taylor 
Surface) will deliver them to the 
Open Shelter. Each lunch is to 
include: a large PBJ sandwich, 
a bag of chips, a container of 
applesauce, a piece of fruit, a juice 
box or water, a bag of cookies, a 
napkin, and a spoon. Thank you 
and God Bless! 

Habitat for Humanity Build Highlights
Wow! Worthington Presbyterian Church, you did it! Sixty-five walls and 149 
volunteers, including all of you who helped with breakfast, lunch, and childcare. 
Our children painted a playhouse and a Habitat family with twin seven-year-old 
girls will absolutely LOVE that gift for their backyard. The Evans family, (pictured 
right) is a family of six who will be the homeowners. They thank you for your 
prayers. They were not able to come because their son went into the hospital that 
morning. He is home and doing much better.

The house address is 1396 Genesee Avenue (in the Linden neighborhood). A team 
will be working Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, and the house should be 
finished in September. THANK YOU for making a difference in Jesus’ name! We 
will keep you posted on the progress of the house. Seeing so many people of all 
ages working together (and even finishing early), giving of their time, talents, and 
energy for a family in need was a tremendous witness to our larger community. A 
friend of a church member said, “I’ve never had so much fun serving God!” 

Children-led Worship 
Our children led worship on March 20. 
Our children were prayer leaders, scripture 
readers, Choir Plus sang, helped with the 
Children’s Message and Lara Frederick 
played a piano duet with Dr. Jacoby (far 
right). It was a beautiful, Spirit-filled day.

Children’s Ministry
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Club 456 had a Progressive Dinner night in March. The group met at church for appetizers, went to Dewey’s for pizza 
and finished with dessert at Graeters. (top left)  The evening was complete after a couple rounds of Capture the Flag back 
at the church. At our last gathering for the school year we enjoyed a cook-out and a friendly game of kick ball.

Family Game Night was April 1. April Fools Family Game Night: We had 20+ people join in for pizza and games.  
We played Board Games, Simon Says, Heads or Tails, Ga-Ga Ball and Hide and Go Seek. We had younger families at-
tend, and it was a wonderful night to make connections and get to know each other a bit better. (second from left)

The children led the Palm Parade on Palm Sunday. We waved branches and shouted HOSANNA! (Olivia Locker, 
third from left). The Bosse family (top right) and Purvis family helped decorate the Easter cross and get the lillies ready 
for Easter Sunday.

A special thank you to Jenn Wilkinson who led our Cherub Choir and served as a "super" helper during Choir 
Plus the last three years. Jenn has a wonderful gift for teaching, mentoring, leading, listening, loving and she under-
stands child development. We will miss her big laugh and her positive personality on Thursday nights. Thank you for 
serving Christ as you serve kids. May the next chapter and stage of life be fruitful and Spirit-filled. Thank you, Jenn!

Easter Egg Hunt - Thank you to all who donated eggs for the Easter 
Egg Hunt.  We had over 1000 eggs! There were lots of smiles and shouts of 
joy from the children.  We had a few families from the community join in 
the hunt. (left)

Parent/Grandparent Panel Discussion was a rousing 
success!  Four sets of parents (and grandparents) helped lead the group dis-
cussion – Margaret and Doug Haddix, Kathy and Duane Cable, Colby 
and Dan Scrsic and Betsy and Tom Rice shared parent fails and wins, 
experiences and stories. Participants posed a variety of questions and/or 

scenarios and asked for their wisdom and advice. Questions ranged from, “How 
do I teach my white, privileged child about systemic racism?” – to – “Should 
I start our five year old boy in Kindergarten?” – to – “How do you deal with a 
strong-willed child?” The conversation was full of real life examples and the 
younger parents were relieved to hear their kids and parenting experiences are 
very normal and they are not alone.

VBS: CELEBRATE! Parties in the Bible
Monday - Friday, June 6-10 (9am-noon)
Ages:  Preschool – 5th grade
Where:  Mirolo Pavilion (next to Thomas Worthington football field)
Cost:  $50 (scholarships available)

We held a Family Kick Ball night 
in May with dinner and kids took on 
the parents. The kids won (above)!
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By the time you read this, we will have already finished our ministry for the 
year with our ‘End of the Year Party’ at Play Columbus and celebrating our 
graduates with a Senior Dinner! This year, we have been blessed to have had 
some wonderful experiences, ranging from a more somber youth-led Ash 
Wednesday service to a fun Family Bowling Night (upper right) and our first 
ever Winter Retreat! 

We explored our theme this Spring, ‘Can’t Go It Alone,’ through fun games, 
events, and meaningful discussions. In our devotionals, we explored Moses’ 
story and how he did not have to take this journey alone. We took a look at 
many of the men and women who were essential in supporting Moses and the 
Israelites through the exodus from Egypt (like Aaron, Miriam, and Joshua). 

We also got to celebrate those who went through Confirmation for the first time 
since the pandemic started (lower right)! They chose to start on this new jour-
ney of faith despite the pandemic and we are so proud of them. 

Looking to the Summer, we have a trip to King’s Island in June and our S’MO-
REs trip in July. We have much to be grateful for and much to look forward to!

Youth Ministry

Celebrating Graduates
This year, we celebrated our high 
school and college graduates during 
Graduation Sunday on May 15. Please 
take some time to pray for our gradu-
ates as they enter a new phase of life:

High School:
Blake Ament: Graduated from Thom-
as Worthington and will attend Ohio 
University

Brendan Beck: Graduated from 
Worthington Kilbourne and will attend 
The Ohio State University

Sam Guy: Graduated from Thomas 
Worthington. Will attend Long Island 
University

Ben Moore: Graduated from Thomas 
Worthington and will attend the Uni-
versity of Alabama

Jack Morgan-Boucher: Graduated 
from Thomas Worthington and entering 
the workforce

Lizzie Mottice: Graduated from Thom-
as Worthington and will attend The 
Ohio State University

Conor O’Brien: Graduated from 
Worthington Kilbourne and will attend 
the University of Akron

John Scott: Graduated from Worthing-
ton Kilbourne and will attend The Ohio 
State University

Lauren Scott: Graduated from Worth-
ington Kilbourne and will attend 
Wright State University

Andrew Surface: Graduated from 
Thomas Worthington and will attend 
Miami University

Alexandra Walters: Graduated from 
Olentangy and will attend Miami Uni-
versity

Isabelle Walters: Graduated from 
Olentangy and will attend the Universi-
ty of Dayton

Connor Whalen: Graduated from 
Thomas Worthington and will attend 
Miami University

Sam Wilcox: Graduated from Bishop 
Watterson and will attend Ohio Univer-
sity

College:

Chloe Engleheart: Graduated from 
The Ohio State University with a BS in 
Agriculture, Animal Sciences

Sophia Engleheart: Graduated from 
The Ohio State University with a BS in 
Journalism

Sydney Engleheart: Graduated from 
The Ohio State University with a BS in 
Public Health

Briggs Hamor: Graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin with a BS in 
Actuarial Science

Jackson King: Graduated from the 
University of Michigan with a BA in 
History & English

Jake Montgomery: Graduated from 
Marietta College with a BS in Informa-
tion Systems

David Scott: Graduated from The Ohio 
State University with a BA in Music 
Education

Lillie Wilcox: Graduated from the 
University of South Carolina with a BA 
in Marketing

Madeline Wilcox: Graduated from The 
Ohio State University Moritz College 
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COMING UP THIS MONTH

Lemonade for Concertgoers   
Sundays at 7pm
To help our community see the friendly face of WPC, the Lemonade Brigade is serving free lemonade for all of the 2022 
Concerts on the Green. Our lemonade stand is a welcome addition to each Sunday evening’s fun.

Dinner & Conversation with Rev. Reggie Tuggle
Saturday, June 4 at 6pm with Bethany Presbyterian Church & Ramseyer Presbyterian Church
This will be a special time for folks from these three churches to get together to talk with and get to know each other 
better, as we listen to and learn from Rev. Reggie Tuggle, a remarkable figure in the Presbyterian Church whose career in 
ministry not only transformed a dying congregation into a dynamic force for spiritual growth, change, and justice, but also 
extended into arenas of economic development, education, and community empowerment. 
Register at https://bit.ly/3x1X1Oh

The Rev. Reggie Tuggle, Guest Preacher
Sunday, June 5
Rev. Tuggle served as Pastor for Memorial Presbyterian Church in Roosevelt, NY, for 38 
years. During this time, he watched the church grow from less than 50 members to more than 
1,000. A man with infectious enthusiasm for faith, justice, and generosity, Rev. Tuggle is a 
Presbyterian pastor who has served as a scholar, an adjunct professor, a civil rights leader, a 
corporate executive, and a college associate vice president. Even in retirement (in the Char-
lotte, NC, area), Rev. Tuggle continues to do pastoral work and to serve as Chairperson of the 

Restorative Justice CLT organization, which he cofounded in 2019. You can read more about him at reggietuggle.com.

Adult Education: Drinking from the Well 
Sundays June 5, 12, 19  and July 3, 10, 17 at 9 am in Room 222 and on Zoom
From the earliest days, followers of Jesus looked for practices, relationships and experiences that give space in life to keep 
company with Jesus. Join WPC member and recently retired Columbus State professor, Virginia Duym, as we explore 
those ancient and yet always contemporary ways of coming close to God in the midst of our busy lives.

Pentecost Celebration on the Lawn
Sunday, June 5 at 11am
Pentecost is the “birthday” of the church and we celebrate the Holy Spirit with fire, wind, and symbols of doves and 
flames. Join your church family in a party on the front lawn of the church for this festive day. Bring your lawn chairs! 
And, since it is Pentecost...wear RED! Attention Cake Bakers: We would like to celebrate Pentecost with a CAKE WALK! 
We want 10-15 cakes to give away as a fun activity to help us celebrate. Bring cakes to church on Sunday, June 5 by 
10am. Sign up at this link: https://bit.ly/3PTnZiB

The Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes, Guest Preacher & Adult Education Teacher
Sunday, June 26
Dr. Barnes has served as President of Princeton Theological Seminary, the premiere seminary 
of the PC(USA), since 2013. His warmth, humor, and gentle wisdom have afforded him the 
reputation of being regarded as one of the finest preachers in the United States. He has also 
served pastorates in Madison, WI (where Larry and Kathy Mead were members before moving 
to Worthington and WPC), Washington, D.C. (National Capital Presby. Ch.), and Pittsburgh, PA 
(Shadyside Presby. Ch.). He is the author of nine books, including Body & Soul: Reclaiming the 
Heidelberg Catechism, which was WPC’s Lenten Study book for 2020. Dr. Barnes will be teach-
ing our Adult Education class in the Chapel. Join us as a beloved pastor, professor, and seminary 
president leads us in Bible study and conversation.

Upcoming Events

https://bit.ly/3x1X1Oh.
http://reggietuggle.com
https://bit.ly/3PTnZiB
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JULY EVENTS

773 High Street
Worthington, OH 43085

PRESCHOOL PUBLISHES COOKBOOK

The 2021-2022 class of Worthing-
ton Presbyterian Preschool (WPPS) 
compiled their favorite recipes, 
like breakfast tacos, chicken casse-
role, baked macaroni and cheese, 
and peanut butter blossoms, into a 
cookbook.

If you’re interested in trying some new recipes 
this summer while supporting the preschool, 
the cookbook is $20.00 and can be purchased at 
WPPS. Contact Preschool Director Carrie Houk at 
chouk@wpcnow.org for more information. 

The Rev. Gregory G. Gibson, Guest 
Preacher
Sunday, July 3

All-Church Picnic
Thursday, July 14, 5:30-7:30pm
Join the fun at Mirolo Pavilion! The 
Membership & Fellowship Com-
mittee will provide hot dogs, buns, 
veggie dogs, and chips. Look for a 
sign-up genius soon.

The Rev. Dr. Richard B. 
Culp, Guest Preacher
Sunday, July 17

WPC Mission Partnership Grant Class 
with Pastor Tom
Sundays, July 24 and 31, 9am
In 2023 we will be presenting a grant of $25,000 and a 
year’s worth of volunteers to experience and support the 
ministry of the organization receiving the grant. Learn 
about the process and what it will mean for our congrega-
tion and for Central Ohio. 


