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We were excited to kick off a new year 
of learning on August 22. See page 5 for 
more pictures. 
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From Pastor Julia

Dear Friends,
"I hope this finds you well."  How we've come to take that routine greeting has grown so much 
more earnest in this era of our lives! After a summer of joyful re-connecting, we seem to be 
heading once again into a time of greater caution.  At first it felt like déjà vu, just as last summer, 
but truly, it is not exactly the same. Both the increasing presence of vaccines and a year's worth 
of experience at adapting give us strength. At the same time, we need to pay attention to various 
levels and types of fatigue and to the ongoing challenge of isolation.

To me it's ironic: in any other circumstance, we would find "social distancing" a negative thing, 
a synonym for isolated or aloof or unfriendly.  Just think of some of the antonyms for isolation: 
camaraderie, companionship, company, fellowship, and society. Now just think of some of the 
ways we refer to the Body of Christ:  "Company of the faithful" and "fellowship of believers."  
The Greek word for church includes the meaning "assembly." It is at the heart of our identity to 
be able to gather together.

All this is to say that, while we take seriously our responsibility to support those leading the efforts to end the pandemic, we also 
take seriously our mission to be a fellowship, by whatever means we can accomplish this safely. We're being as creative as possi-
ble, yet it remains a chaotic time, so if we've missed connecting with you, please call us.

One accomplishment during the pandemic is the installation of our new phone system. It's pretty sophisticated! It offers something 
that has long been a goal of mine for our church: that a pastor can reasonably be reached every single day of the year.  When a 
member of the congregation leaves a voicemail message on Option 1 on our phone system, a recording and an auto-generated 
transcript are emailed to all of the pastors. The pastor on call is responsible to check their email every few hours during day and 
evening. When you look at our church calendar, you'll see a pastor listed beside the date. This is how it looks (for instance): 
"Wednesday, September 15  (Betsy on call)."
 
Why not clip this for a handy place (or take a photo and save in your phone):

How to reach the WPC On-Call Pastor
Call 614-885-5355, press 1, and leave a message.  

Your call will be returned.
 

Our On-Call Pastor program is one way we can help each other stay connected and have fellowship with one another. You may 
have a need yourself, or perhaps you learn that a member is in the hospital or has suffered some emergency. Just call the on-
call pastor. This is one way we bear one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6.2).  The law Paul refers 
to, of course, is: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, so you must love one another. (John 13:34). I close with a favorite                  
traveler's blessing:  

Be safe and well, 
Peace, Love, Courage,

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont
Senior Pastor
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Staff transitions are a routine feature 
of life in a large congregation. The 
pandemic seems to have increased this 
pace for us a bit; nevertheless, as we of-
fer our blessing to those moving on, we 
are abundantly blessed by the warmth, 
energy, and talent of our new arrivals. 
 
Revised Roles for Office 
and Communication
As we introduce you to our new office 
staff members, we want to call your 
attention to the key responsibilities 
for each person. The Administrative 
Assistant will focus on office recep-
tion and management, maintaining the 
church calendar and membership data-
base, and supporting the Session. 

Call the Administrative Assistant, for 
instance, to schedule a room or update 

Life in the Church

Improvement Projects 
Nearing Completion

Those of you who have been in the 
building in recent months have seen the 
progress being made on improving our 
physical structure and enhancing our 
ability to do ministry together. 

Prior to the pandemic, an entirely new 
sound system for the sanctuary, chapel, 
and Hazelton Hall was planned. Most 
of this work has now been completed 
with a new audio/visual control station 
custom built on the north side of the 
sanctuary where the old sound desk 
was. This upgrade will enable WPC to 
provide high quality sound control and 
video streaming for years to come.

In Hazelton Hall, the new wall and 
door installation is complete, creat-
ing much needed storage space and 

Staff Transitions

enabling installation of new A/V 
equipment. 

Finally, the Youth Room construc-
tion has been completed with a ren-
ovated kitchen, new cabinets, new 
flooring, upgraded lighting, and 
fresh paint. We now have a modern 
space ready for youth program-
ming. Nick Robison and the Youth 
Committee are in the process of 
purchasing fur-
niture for the 
space which 
will finish the 
project. 

A special 
thanks to all 
involved with 
making these 
improvements 
happen!

your contact information. The Commu-
nications Coordinator will focus on 
all forms of communication, including 
print (bulletins, Tower Tidings, post-
ers, press releases) and digital (eblasts, 
social media, and routine website 
updating). 

Call the Communications Coordinator, 
for instance, for help publicizing an 
event or project. Both of these positions 
are part-time, 32 hours per week, and 
together they will staff the church of-
fice. We also hope to establish a robust 
volunteer receptionist ministry--please 
watch for more information on this.

Please keep reading to be introduced to 
the two women who just began serving 
in these capacities. In addition to these 
roles, Michael Tyler (featured right) 

continues to be our lead designer for 
our website and other digital commu-
nication. His title is now Webmaster. 
He works 15 hours per week, mainly 
off-site during evenings and weekends.
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Please Welcome                           
Elisa Perkins, Our New                          
Administrative Assistant 

On August 16, Elisa Perkins began 
serving as our new Administrative 
Assistant. Elisa has a background in 
hospitality, event management, admin-
istration, and ministry. Most recently 
she served for 10 years with her former 
church as an administrative assistant, 
ministry coordinator, leadership admin-
istrator, deacon, social media liaison, 
web designer, and in any other capacity 
she was asked to serve. Past experience 
also includes graphic design, customer 
service, and event planning. 
 

Be sure to read about “Revised Roles” 
to understand what responsibilities 
Elisa will have.

Please Welcome 
Jen Edse, Our New                                  
Communications  
Coordinator

On September 1, Jen Edse began 
serving as our new Communications 
Coordinator. You may have already met 
her or heard her voice on the phone, 
because she has been providing in-
dispensable assistance working in our 
church office since May when Karen 
Linden retired.   

Jen brings to this role more than 10 
years’ experience in creating and pub-
lishing print and electronic communica-
tions, producing press releases, man-
aging social media, and creating web 
content. She is a graduate of the Ohio 
University Scripps School of Journal-
ism, and has worked for the Cleveland 
Clinic, the Ohio Hospital Association, 
and several other non-profit organiza-
tions. Be sure to read the story about 
“Revised Roles” (above), to understand 
what responsibilities Jen will have.  

Please Welcome 
Lori Trevethan, Our                          
Bookkeeper

In our April issue of Tower Tidings, 
we introduced you to Mildred Gain 
as our new bookkeeper. With Katie 
Fell’s resignation as Finance Manager, 
we have promoted Mildred to Finance 
Manager, and hired Lori Trevethan to 
serve as bookkeeper. Her first day was 
August 17.  
Lori is from Upper Arlington and has 
been married for 39 years. She has 
three adult children, five grandchildren 
and three dogs. In her spare time she’s 

an avid gardener, loves anything related 
to the Buckeyes, enjoys reading and 
spending time with family.
 
Our Thanks to Thom Reed, 
Food Ministries Manager 
We thank “Chef Thom” Reed for serv-
ing our church from November 2019 
through August 13, 2021. He helped us 
reconceive the ways our food ministries 
demonstrate grace and welcome. When 
the pandemic began, because we could 
not safely accommodate volunteers in 
the kitchen, Thom began supporting 
our Y Family Dinner and Friendship 
Dinner ministries. For more than a 
year, we doubled our Friendship Dinner 
ministry, making it a carry-out service. 
Thom also cheerfully used some of his 
work hours to help with painting in the 
building. Thom has accepted a manage-
ment-level food service position for a 
local senior living corporation. We wish 
Thom Reed well!

Thanks from Pastor 
Wayne Morrison

"To my brothers and sisters at WPC, 
THANK YOU!! Sunday morning cele-
brating our time together was fantastic. 
You made me feel so appreciated. The 
letters that Jan Elliott put together, 
the cards that were sent were all very 
touching. And the generosity of your 
gift was not expected.  I’ll see you in 
church when I’m not supply-preaching. 
I thank God for all of you." 
-Pastor Wayne
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Back to the Classroom! 
Kids met their Sunday School teacher, got their pictures taken, and made a class covenant. After Worship, we 
celebrated on the East Lawn with a blow-up obstacle course, spike ball, gaga ball, lunch, and fellowship. And 
our children aren’t the only members of the congregation who are ready to hit the books. We have a number of 
adult education opportunities and youth Sunday School and confirmation classes beginning. 

Lawn Chair Church: A New 
WPC Worship Service
To enjoy nature’s beauty and offer a lower COVID-risk 
option for worshipers, we launched Lawn Chair Church 
on June 13.  
This 8 a.m. worship service takes place on the East 
Lawn, with our Chapel Pianist Melissa Robol, at the 
keyboard and the preacher for the day leading the ser-
vice.
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Missionpalooza  
We celebrated Sunday, July 25 on the East Lawn after the 10 a.m. service. WPC members and friends put together 100 soup 
kits for NNEMAP food pantry. Members of all ages worked together to make 50 blankets for foster children. Our scouts 
from Troop 268 worked with WPC members to write blessings and Scripture verses on a wall that will go into our 
Habitat for Humanity house. Amy and Doug Gilmore and a scout 
from our Troop 268 helped with the 35 flood relief buckets WPC 
put together for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.

 
Salem Elementary School Says 
“Thank You”
"Thank you all for your wonderful support of the families 
and staff at Salem Elementary. With all of your donations 
(pictured right), we were able to make 12 full backpacks 
for each grade level. We had enough donations remaining 
to supply the families who had purchased some of their 
supplies but who still needed a few more items. 
 
Salem started classes on August 26, amidst the re-surging 
pandemic and an extremely high heat index. Your dona-
tions let the families know that no matter what obstacles 
they were facing, there were people who cared."
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Children’s Ministry  (Crib - 5th Grade)

Family Fun Night 
Friday, June 25 
Sixteen families met for pizza, kickball and fellowship 
for Family Fun Night. The adults BEAT the kids 21-19 
at kickball. It was a great night to connect and enjoy 
each others’ company.  

Club 4-5-6 Pool Party
Tuesday, July 20

Club 456 is a group of 4th, 5th, and 6th graders who 
meet up once a month for fun, fellowship, and acts 
of service. 

Vacation Bible School 2021  
“Great Big, Beautiful World”
Monday, July 26 - Friday, July 30

We had an amazing experience at Mirolo Pavilion 
learning God’s stories, singing worship songs, playing 
awesome games, and creating wonderful crafts. A HUGE 
thank you to all the volunteers who make this week a 
success!
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Youth Ministry  (6th - 12th Grades)

Our Youth had an                   
awesome summer!
This summer, we camped out at the Kirkmont 
Camp and Conference Center for our mission trip, 
we served at Broad Street Presbyterian Church’s 
food pantry, we went to Cedar Point, we started our 
Youth Worship Team back up, we had a fun hang 
out for our new middle school students, and more!

Our biggest event this Summer was our unique     
Summer Mission Outreach trip (our S'MOREs 
trip)! After needing to cancel last year's trip, we 
were excited to bring it back this year but were a 
little nervous we would need to cancel it again. 
Luckily, we got to plan a lovely trip to the Kirk-
mont Camp and Conference center in Zanesville. 
While we were the only ones there doing the ser-
vice projects, we still got to meet many of the other 
youth who were there for the Presbyterian Youth 
Connection camp. 

We were able to serve future campers in many 
ways, including the building and painting of three 
'little libraries' that are now scattered throughout 
the camp. Most of all, we had a great time getting 
to know each other, climbing rock walls and ropes 
courses, going on hikes, and connecting with God 
in new ways. We had such an awesome time this 
Summer, we are excited to see where God takes us 
this fall!  

We are  getting close to finishing our Youth Room 
renovations. Our goal was to create a comfortable, 
practical, and welcoming space for all our youth, 
and we are excited to see what they think! We are                          
particularly excited for the big year ahead of us 
as we return to more in-person programming and 
events. We also are splitting back up into both a 
Middle School Ministry (6th – 8th grade) and a 
High School Ministry (9th – 12th grade). This will 
help us shape each respective ministry to best fit 
their age group. 
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Congregational Meeting September 19, including Church 
Bylaws Update
Following the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, September 19, we will hold a Special Congregational Meeting to elect 
Ruling Elders, Deacons, and Nominating Committee members and to amend the church Bylaws. This meeting will 
be held in the Sanctuary.  At this time, we have not determined whether it will be live-streamed (and provision made 
for remote voting), so please watch for updates.

The slate of nominees will be publicized in the week prior to the meeting via congregational email. You may also 
contact or stop by the office to obtain a printed list. The proposed new Bylaws were prepared by a team led by our 
Clerk, Ruling Elder Kathy Mead and recommended for your approval by the Session.  

• Providing the option for Deacons to serve six consecutive years (two terms) before rotating off.  The current limit 
is three. We have been testing this for a few years, and it seems to be going well. 

• Regarding youth representatives to Session and Deacons, changing the word “shall” to “may” to signal that the 
Nominating Committee may pass if they are unable to find willing, qualified youth to serve. (This amendment in 
no way limits other opportunities for youth leadership in our church.)  

• Setting quorums for Session and Deacons, because the PC(USA) Constitution no longer provides this.  The propos-
al maintains what had been the PC(USA) constitutional rule.

• Updating terminology to conform to current PC(USA) terms: e.g. Ruling Elder, Active Member, etc.

‘Best Host’ award goes to Pastor Betsy 
For more than a year, Pastor Betsy Rice led weekly coffee hour gatherings on Zoom during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Several regular attendees of the Sunday morning video gatherings honored Betsy recently during a dinner hosted by 
Margaret and Doug Haddix. Betsy received a trophy in the form of a microphone to commemorate her grace, humor 
and love-filled leadership during the virtual coffee hours.  
Several WPC members spoke of how Betsy helped forge deep, meaningful relationships through the video gatherings, 
despite the isolation and lack of in-person contact during the first year of the pandemic. Betsy’s faithful guidance 
helped the group fully understand that “not even a pandemic means you need to go it alone.”
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WPC Volunteers Help Organize Donated Medicine 
Worth Millions

The good news: Donated medicines 
and supplies for the Charitable Pharma-
cy of Central Ohio jumped from $6.7 
million in 2019 to $10.3 million last 
year.
The challenge: How to process and 
organize a huge influx of prescription 
medications – all with different expira-
tion dates and dosages.
The solution: A handful of volunteers 
from Worthington Presbyterian Church 
have spent countless hours reorganizing 
and regularly stocking the storage room 
at the Charitable Pharmacy.

“Our volunteers have always been a 
critical part of our operations,” the 
pharmacy’s former executive director, 
Jennifer Seifert, wrote in a recent news-
letter. The pandemic caused a surge 
of donations, she wrote, “and all of it 
needed to be sorted. We couldn’t have 
done it without them.”

The Charitable Pharmacy opened in 
2010 at Livingston United Methodist 
Church in Columbus. Since then, it has 
helped tens of thousands of people with 
free prescription medicine and medical 
supplies, along with helping coordinate 
medical care and connecting those in 

need with help with food, shelter, trans-
portation and other basic needs.

WPC members and a couple of their 
friends, such as Richard Birnie, pic-
tured below, have coordinated volun-
teer efforts at the Charitable Pharmacy 
sorting room. Longtime WPC member 
Bill Elliott helped make the connection 
between the charitable pharmacy and 
church.

In addition to hands-on help, WPC do-
nated $6,400 in 2020 mission funds to 
support the Charitable Pharmacy. This 
year, the church will contribute $18,000, 
in part to an anonymous gift from a 
church member who was inspired by 
the ministry, its volunteers, and the 
church’s gifts to RIP Medical Debt, 
a charity that acquires and abolishes 
oppressive medical debt.

In 2020, the Charitable Pharmacy 
served more than 1,500 patients and 
filled more than 101,000 prescriptions 
for 30-day supplies of medicine.

This year, the organization will open 
a new Linden Community Pharmacy, 
which is under the same roof as a fresh 
food market. In addition to providing 
medicine, pharmacists now also write 
“prescriptions” for healthy food that can 
be “filled” in the same building.

Advance Practice pharmacy students 
serve volunteer rotations while in 
school. They see firsthand the impact on 
the lives of those who receive help from 
the charitable pharmacy.  
One pharmacy resident wrote: “Every 
patient I’ve been in contact with brings 
their own unique set of needs, but they 
all share one common theme: the desire 
to manage their disease states despite 
barriers to access of their medications. 
One particular patient stood out to me 
more than any other: a fragile 64-year-
old woman with heart failure who has 

been financially struggling to get access, 
not only to her medications, but food as 
well. She’s had no choice but to choose 
between one or the other for the past 
few months. She does not drive, and she 
has no health insurance. She has had to 
bounce between several different provid-
ers because she goes to free health care 
clinics.” 

The pharmacy helped straighten out her 
medications, filling eight free prescrip-
tions as well as providing a bag of toi-
letries and face masks to protect against 
COVID-19. “She asked how much it 
would cost, and I told her everything is 
free of charge to her; she began to tear 
up.” 

It turns out the woman also didn’t have 
enough food, so the pharmacy student 

connected her with food pantries in her 
area. “This encounter really opened my 
eyes to the challenges and disparities 
faced by these patients each and every 
day. In the 15 minutes I spent with this 
patient, we were able to provide not only 
access to life-saving medications, but 
also the resources she needs to fulfill 
her basic human needs that have been 
unsatisfied.”
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Pastor Julia's Book Discussion
Joy in the Journey: Finding Abundance in the 
Shadow of Death
Steve Hayner, a steadfastly joyful, much-loved Presbyterian leader, was 
healthy, fit, and serving as president of Columbia Seminary when he found 
out he had pancreatic cancer.  He and his wife, Sharol, (featured right) 
embarked on that journey together, and in sharing their experience via their 
CaringBridge website, created a powerful testimony to the surprising and engaging way that they 
chose to live in the face of death.

I believe this book offers a guide to finding spiritual strength for life's valleys, and I welcome you 
to join me in a two-session discussion of the book. Please watch for times and sign-up details via 
the bulletin and mid-week eblasts. We plan to keep the discussion groups small, but if interest 
warrants it, we will add groups. There will be both in-person and Zoom options.
-Pastor Julia Piermont

Special Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, September 19, approximately 11 a.m. 

CROP Walk 
Sunday, October 3 at 1 p.m.  
Last year the Worthington/Westerville churches raised $9,649 in the virtual CROP Walk; the 
Columbus churches raised $29,455 for a total raised in Central Ohio of $39,104 in spite of the 
pandemic. However, because of the pandemic, the need is greater than ever before! Your help is 
needed to continue our fight against hunger. The annual CROP Walk is Sunday, October 3rd at 1 
p.m. Check out the Wednesday email blasts from more details. 

My Very Own Blanket 
Wednesday, October 13 at 1 p.m. in Hazelton Hall

Jessica Rudolph is CEO & Founder of My Very Own Blanket, a non-profit organization started in December of 1999.  
This organization works daily to help spread love. comfort and hope to children in foster care locally, statewide, nationally 
and across the world! Come and learn the full scope of their programs and how you can help.

Science and Faith
Sunday, October 17 and 24 at 9 a.m. 

Join us for a panel discussion with virologists and scientists who are Christians as we ask big questions together.

Coat and Blanket Drive 
Sunday, October 24 and 31

All Saints & Pledge Dedication Celebration 
Sunday November 7

Storyteller, Comic, Prophet, and Church Reformer: How Francis Continues to                   
Inspire
Monday, November 8 at 7 p.m. in Hazelton Hall 

The untold story of Francis of Assisi is fascinating and has much to teach us Presbyterians today.  Come and enjoy “the 
rest of the story,” and hear why Pastor Tom Rice focused his doctoral studies on “St. Francis.” 

Upcoming Events
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773 High Street
Worthington, OH 43085

SEPTEMBER IS NNEMAP              
GROOMING SUPPLIES
COLLECTION MONTH
Presbyterian Women United is again leading our con-
gregation's participation in the annual family grooming 
collection. We will be collecting five items throughout 
September. 

•  Toothpaste
•  Toothbrushes
•  Shampoo
•  Shower gel or bar soap (3.75 oz. or larger)
•  Deodorant (1.8 oz. or larger)

All items need to be family size. Look for marked con-
tainers in the Narthex and Hazelton Hall.

Financial contributions are also welcome. Please make 
checks payable to Worthington Presbyterian Church 
with "NNEMAP Grooming" in the memo line. Presby-
terian Women will use the money to purchase addition-
al items.

PANDEMIC PRECAUTIONS 


