
Tower Tidings

Happy Birthday, Christian Church!
A birthday calls for a party  – especially for 

something nearly 2,000 years old! Our East Lawn 
featured lots of red to mark Pentecost Sunday, the 
birth of the church. Other highlights included in-
spirational music from the Youth Worship Team, 

Pentecost cupcakes, a barbecue food truck, animal 
balloons and juggling. Sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ is the gift we keep giving every day. Enjoy 
more Pentecost Party photos on Page 3. 
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From Pastor Julia

Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow, give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow.
Marty Haugen, 1986 (#795, The Presbyterian Hymnal)

Dear Friends,
 The verses above are the refrain of a song in our hymnal, which I learned last Advent, 
watching a YouTube video Vespers service (prayer, Scripture, and much beautiful music) 
from the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship (Grand Rapids, Michigan). All four of their 
services last December—all by video without an in-person congregation, as we were—were 
based on the gentle prayer expressed in that refrain. 
 Healer. Light. Peace beyond fear. Hope beyond sorrow. These words express well what 
we have yearned and prayed for throughout the pandemic, through illness and loss of life, 
through racial and political strife, through sundry disruptions and inconveniences, and 
through isolation from loved ones.
 Nevertheless, there is much good news. The pandemic has not yet ended, but we seem to be 
gaining. We rejoice in greater opportunities to be together and look forward to seeing every-
one in good time, as you are able to take part. We continue to pray for our world to be free of 
this scourge.

 Doug Haddix invited us to share a lesson from the pandemic, or a way our faith has grown. Your responses (see Pag-
es 4-5) are a wonderful glimpse into the many ways we have gained wisdom through this chapter of our lives. I sense that 
there are many ways the pandemic has and will continue to affect our faith journeys. For me, I recognize blessings in the 
steady way members and staff offered encouragement to one another, in new motivation to deepen my daily prayer discipline 
(getting up earlier for this quiet time), and in the way the pandemic’s slower life pace made room to give greater attention to 
some of our society’s perennial woes, like racism.
 You may have noticed that our Tower Tidings in the past year has focused on helping us “see” one another through 
stories and photos. We hope you enjoy this issue and remember also to read our emails and website, to learn of upcoming 
opportunities.
 May you be blessed this summer with the joy of seeing faces and renewing friendships. May the Healer of every ill and 
the Light of each tomorrow bless with peace and hope.

 Yours, in Christ’s Friendship,

 Rev. Julia Wharff Piermont

Life in the Church

Renovation Projects Are Underway 
 As we begin to have more activity in the church building, some folks are returning after 
having been away for more than a year. If this happens to be you, take a look around at 
some of the new projects in the sanctuary, Hazelton Hall and the Youth Room. 
  As most of you may remember, prior to the pandemic an entirely new sound system for 
the sanctuary, chapel and fellowship hall was planned. A significant portion of that work 
is now underway in the sanctuary. A new and larger audio/visual control station has been 
placed where the old sound board used to sit, with better capabilities to provide high-quality 
sound control and video streaming for years to come. The new A/V equipment is scheduled 
to be installed July 6-20, with no interruptions to worship services planned. However, the 
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back corner near the sound desk will remain under construction until then, so please 
avoid the area.
  The A/V upgrade project as well as the ongoing need for storage has prompted some 
remodeling in Hazelton Hall. Most of the work involves the construction of a new wall 
on the north side of the fellowship hall. This will provide much-needed storage and help 
make the space more usable and attractive. Capacity of Hazelton Hall will be minimally 
affected, especially since some portions have been virtually unusable due to storage.
  Additionally, the Youth Room is also undergoing a major renovation. Work there has 
been underway for a few weeks, with clear progress now visible. New, energy-efficient 
lighting has been installed, and the kitchen is nearly completed. New paint, flooring, and furnishings will make this space 
much more attractive and usable for our youth.
 The next time you’re in the building, take a look around at all of the progress we’re making!

Party like it’s Pentecost!
Motorists along High Street saw our church in fellowship on May 23, as our Pentecost worship service transitioned to a 
birthday party for the Christian Church on our WPC East Lawn. Sometimes you’re a witness for Christ when you least 
expect it. Through the festive celebration of the church’s birthday, others beyond our walls saw the joy of Christ in us 
and through us. May we spread the church’s birthday cheer and good news throughout the year!
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Faith Lessons & Blessings Amid a Global Pandemic
Experts say we’ll be unpacking and processing the COVID-19 pandemic and its aftermath for years to come. For our WPC family, 
we missed in-person worship for more than a year. We also missed seeing one another in person for Sunday School, committee 
meetings, coffee hour and other fellowship gatherings. Despite the obstacles, despite the unprecedented disruption in our daily lives, 
and despite the virus, faith kept finding a way. Ways to worship. Ways to help. Ways to grow in our faith. Here’s a sampling of how 
the pandemic shaped the faith journeys of our WPC brothers and sisters:

Andy Balser: What struck me most was how God continues to remind us, 
especially through trying times like this pandemic, that it is our responsibility 
as Christians to look out for each other, to protect each other. By thinking of 
others and taking actions to protect them, we are honoring God.

Keenan Blanke: I am very proud to be a member of WPC. That was strength-
ened by the decisions made by our staff and lay leadership during the pandem-
ic. As to my personal faith journey, I have not worshipped as much as in the 
“before times.” I miss the connections with members. Being an advisor for 
Nick’s youth program has helped me stay connected. He and Shine have done 
a wonderful job during this pandemic. Seeing Simon blossom as a musician/
singer in the youth worship band has been incredible.

Jan Elliott: The isolation of the pandemic called me to want to dig into Scripture. I invited five of my close friends from WPC to 
participate in a Bible Study. We’ve been meeting on Zoom every Friday morning since January. Even when half the group was in 
Florida over the winter, we still met online! Now that the weather is nice, we meet in person. It has felt so good to share faith stories 
over this difficult time as we study the Book of Genesis. And as we have shared our faith, our friendships have deepened.

Judy Furnas: During this pandemic year I learned how much I appreciated the 
emails from the church that kept us up to date with its activities. I also learned 
how much I wanted to be back in the sanctuary worshipping in person with the 
congregation, although I was watching the services online. Once the church 
opened for in-person worship, I was very thankful that we were able to be in the 
sanctuary where I could not only worship but also connect with some of the other 
members. I want to thank the ministers, elders, and deacons for all your hard 
work and compassion during this stressful time.

Walt Furnas: The online worship services during these 12 to 15 months have been meaningful and worth the efforts of the many 
individuals, small groups, coordinators and leaders who have made it possible. For me, this reflection on the work of so many high-
lights how important the full service, in-person services are, and I look forward to being able to participate in them very soon.

Judy Gray: The Covid Pandemic only served to strengthen my already profound faith journey. It was a time to reflect on my abun-
dant blessings, and to realize how little I needed to get by in my daily life, as long as I have the gift of faith, family, and friends. It 
was especially meaningful to know how important my service to our Stephen Ministry Program made a difference in the life of my 
Care Receiver, who felt it was a godsend for her.

Doug Haddix: The virtual coffee hour on Sunday 
mornings brought much laughter, joy and deep-
ened connections during a time of social isolation. 
We even had a Zoom bomber from London for 
one call! He lobbed deep theological questions at 
Pastor Betsy, who handled them with her typical 
aplomb. The video coffee hours showed me that 
God’s people will find creative ways to gather and 
grow together in faith, despite any obstacles.
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Judith Hazelton: Being a Deacon and reaching out to members of the 
congregation, particularly during covid, has brought me closer to God and 
my faith than I ever anticipated. It has been such a blessing in my life during 
these long months of isolation.

Sally Hough: Seems obvious, but the pandemic reminded me that my faith 
is mainly lived outside of the church walls of Sunday morning. My faith first 
faltered, then grew, as I was reminded that faith is lived every day, alone or 
with people. Even when I could not physically be with people, I was still able to find ways to be a blessing to others, known and 
unknown. And I was grateful that other people found a way to support and bless my life with their (God’s) love. Truly, God’s love 
and care was and is everywhere, no matter worldly circumstances.

Tracy MacDowell: The pandemic brought to light for me how very important it is to connect with our church family in person. I 
was grateful to be able to worship virtually via YouTube services; this was a gift. However, not physically seeing each other each 
week in person was the most difficult part of this time.

Eric McLaughlin: I’ve learned in a new and tangible way there is no guarantee that life will continue to go on as we’re accustomed 
to it. True physical and spiritual connection matters a lot, and social distancing is not a sustainable way to live.

Lawrence N. Mead: I greatly appreciated the leadership provided by Julia, the 
Session, and our incredible staff, while guiding us through this very trying peri-
od. However, the restrictions imposed by the pandemic challenged my need for 
collaboration and sharing. While I appreciated all that went into worshipping by 
live streaming, I gained a deeper understanding of my need for being physically 
in church, praying, the music, and interacting with the pastors.

Rev. Wayne Morrison: Good time to be retired! The pandemic exacerbated 
and made more clear the economic disparities in our nation.

Mack & Colleen Parkhill: Our faith journey had to take a detour for over a year due to covid. Thanks to our devoted and creative 
pastors and many others, we continued to feel connected to our church through live streaming and frequent emails. David Rives, 
Stephen Jacoby and the other musicians brought warmth and beauty to the Sunday services. All of this resulted in things seeming 
almost “normal” in an extremely abnormal time in our lives. We thank everyone who helped the congregation navigate this success-
ful detour and look forward to seeing our church family in worship very soon!

Nicholas Robison: During this time my family has not only had to deal with the isolation and disruption caused by the pandemic, 
but also the rapid decline in my father’s health. As discouraging as these moments may be, God makes it clear to me and my family 
that He is right here with us. When the well is starting to run dry, it is God’s presence that refreshes us and keeps us going.

Shine Robison: It taught me about faith and love and healing. 
Trusting God in a very hard time that I’m not alone and that I still 
have people around me that love and support me. It also taught me 
how divisive things can be if we are not united. Amidst the racial 
tension and violence and heightened hate crimes, it taught me to 
love myself and people like me (specifically Asian Americans), 
people not like me (including other minorities and Caucasians), to 
strive to not live in fear, and to stand up for minorities and under-
stand our country’s deep brokenness.

Nila Whitfield: I have never felt closer to the church. Kudos to the pastors and staff for making that happen. I have enjoyed the 
virtual sermons and quick response to make that happen soon after the shutdown. The Zoom coffee hour calls have allowed me 
to connect to people I am sure I would not otherwise know. Learning from some of our more senior members is something I wish 
everyone could enjoy. The driveway visits with Tom Forsha and Page Brightman last year brought me great joy!
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STAFF TRANSITIONS
Kevin Horrigan  - New Parish Associate
     Kevin Horrigan joins WPC as a part-time parish associate. Kevin is a Presbyterian minister who 
has served churches in Ashtabula and Champaign counties. Upon retiring six years ago, he and his 
wife, Christina, moved to Mansfield to be near their two grandchildren. Retirement has brought 
the pleasure of the birth of a third grandchild, whose home is in Virginia, and participation in many 
volunteer activities.
     “The pandemic year gave us the surprise gift of worshipping online with Worthington Presbyte-
rian,” Kevin said. “This experience led to the promising opportunity of returning to active pastoral 
ministry as a part-time parish associate.”

 Kevin is a graduate of Kenyon College and Princeton Theological Seminary. His volunteer service during his retirement 
has included singing in the choir and serving on the mission committee of First Congregational Church in Mansfield; teach-
ing in nature education programs at Malabar Elementary and Gorman Nature Center in Mansfield; serving as an herb garden-
er at Kingwood Center; and participating in the Mansfield Y Running Club.
 “I am confident that as members get to know Kevin, they will appreciate his deep faith, gentle caring spirit, and of 
course, his sense of humor,” Senior Pastor Julia Wharff Piermont said.
 Harry Pukay-Martin, moderator of the Board of Deacons, called Kevin “a calm listener with a deep faith and a sense of 
fun and humor. He will bring a different but effective voice to our congregants in need. I look forward to working with him at 
our Board of Deacons.”
 Search committee member Barbara Hamor added: “Kevin’s someone Julia knows well. He is an engaged new participant 
in our church, plus he has served as a chaplain and pastor in the past, which makes him an ideal candidate for WPC’s visita-
tion pastor.”

Take a bow, Pandemic Octet!
For their beautiful work through our September-May program year, we are grateful to 
the octet of singers who have comprised our 10:00 a.m. worship choir. When safety 
protocols limited the number of choristers allowed on the chancel, these eight socially 
distanced musicians provided choral music that was nothing short of inspiring. Below 
is a little information about what each of these talented singers does during the week:

Martha Duersten-Pettit enjoys teaching voice and acting at home in her 
private studio. She looks forward to teaching music theory this fall at a local 
college.
Samantha Reeves is a rising junior at Capital University with a double major 
in vocal performance and music industry. She grew up in Dublin and graduat-
ed from Coffman in 2019.

Front (L-R), Martha Duersten-Pettit, 
Samantha Reeves;  middle, Ailsa Prohn, 
Harper Markiewicz, Emily Dunaj; back, 
Robert Boyd, Rob Fischer; not pictured, 
Logan Fletcher

Ailsa Prohn performs around Columbus with her acoustic trio when she is not singing at WPC. She works on the 
finance team at an E-sports company in Columbus.
Harper Markiewicz is an opera singer, instrumentalist and student at the Ohio State University. She is starting a 
job in telecommunications soon and continues to make music in a variety of styles.
Emily Dunaj works as a patient access coordinator for The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center. 
Robert Boyd teaches at Huntington Learning Center, working with students of all ages on reading, writing and 
exam preparation. He spends as much time as possible playing board games with friends.
Rob Fischer is a manufacturing production manager, a lifelong musician and former Chancel Choir member for 
many years. He is a 27-year member of WPC.
Logan Fletcher works as music and performing arts specialist for Hilliard City Schools, teaching K-5 music. 
He also coaches several advanced performing groups and private students and is the director of vocal arts for the 
Hilliard Arts Council.
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Rev. Wayne Morrison Retires
The Rev. Wayne Morrison is retiring after five years of faithful service 
leading our care-giving ministries. Please join us in honoring Rev. Morrison 
on Sunday, June 27. He will preach for both services. See more about Rev. 
Morrison’s celebration on Page 11. 

Houk Takes Helm of Preschool  
 Carrie Houk is the new director of the Worthington Presbyterian Preschool. Carrie has been a teach-
er for four years at our preschool, which all four of her boys attended. She has been the president of 
the Slate Hill PTA since 2017. Carrie is a gifted teacher and leader, and she feels called and excited 
to serve here. She began on June 16.
 As we interviewed candidates applying to be the next director, we heard again and again about the 
reputation of Worthington Presbyterian Preschool. People know: It’s a place where children have fun 
while learning, where an excellent team of teachers truly cares about children and families, where 
children get a strong start in those critical early years, where children grow in the love of Jesus. Our 
preschool was the first one in Worthington, and we are proud and grateful for this ministry.

Melinda Wood, Preschool Director, Retires
Melinda Wood (pictured in the center) is retiring after serving as our preschool
director for seven years. The Worthington Presbyterian Preschool Committee 
helped celebrate her successful tenure on the last day of the 2020-21 preschool 
year. We invite you to celebrate her ministry and thank her at our worship service 
on Sunday, July 11, at 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Wayne Morrison (center rear) at his final 
Board of Deacons meeting.

Children’s Ministry  (Crib - 6th Grade)

Club 56’s End of the Year Celebration
Club 56 ended the school year with a cook-out and a rousing game of kickball. Club 56 will tran-
sition to Club 45 this year. (Worthington School District is moving sixth grade to middle school 
in the fall.)
 
Vacation Bible School “Great Big Beautiful World”
Monday, July 26 - Friday, July 30, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.
 Vacation Bible School is a week of fun, games, crafts, music and Bible stories. Ages preschool 
through sixth grade are welcome to join the Adventure at Mirolo Community Pavilion at Thomas 
Worthington High School. Cost is $50 (scholarships available). Registration forms are available 
at www.worthingtonpresbyterian.com or in the church office. 
 We are looking for a few more adult volunteers to help lead and guide groups of kids. No teach-
ing is required. A patient, kind, serving heart is all you need. If you would like to help nurture a 
child’s faith journey, contact Jenni Whitford for details: jwhitford@worthingtonpresbyterian.com 
or 614-885-5355.

Supplies Needed:
This year’s theme is Great, Big, Beautiful World. We are collecting things you find in God’s cre-
ation. Please drop items off in the church office or to Jenni directly. Thank you in advance!

Bird’s nest
Empty beehive
Robin eggs (or any bird eggs)
Feathers

Pine cones
Twigs & sticks
Seeds
Pussy willows

Cotton tails
Interesting leaves & rocks
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Youth Ministry  (7th - 12th Grades)

Youth Events Ramp Up This Summer!
 We ended the school year with an awesome “End of the Year” Party at 
Scene 75 Entertainment Center, an amazing location in the Tuttle Mall full 
of games, activities, indoor go-karts, and more!
 This summer we provided our youth with several major trips, some 
casual events, and many meaningful opportunities to serve. Our Summer 
Mission Trip at the Kirkmont Center runs from June 20-26. We will serve 
the camp by building several mini-libraries for future campers. Kirkmont 
also has many different activities for us like hiking, archery, canoeing, and 
rock climbing. Our second trip will be to Cedar Point in July. On top of 
those big trips, we have several casual hangouts and will also be serving at 
Broad Street Presbyterian Church’s Food Pantry throughout the summer.
 This fall, we will split our current youth ministry (grades 7-12) into two 
groups: a Middle School Ministry (grades 6-8) and a High School Ministry 
(grades 9-12). This will help us shape each ministry to best fit the different 
age groups. In addition, we are super pumped to be able to invite the sixth 
graders into our ministry for the very first time!

Summer Sunday School – Picture Book Theology
This summer we will be reading a selection of Children’s Storybooks during our Sunday School time. Children’s story-
books are a wonderful way to share biblical truths through a different lens. Here’s the plan:

• The class is designed for preschoolers to 5th graders and will run about 45 minutes.
• After the Children’s Message, children will be dismissed with leaders to the East Lawn. We will sit on foam squares, 

in the grass, in a circle.
• Open with prayer and a couple of fun, camp-style songs. 
• Introduce the book with “See, Think, Wonder” questions. Show the children the cover of the book and ask: What do 

you see? What do you think this book is about? What do you wonder about?
• Read the book. 
• Ask a few “Wonder Questions:” Where can we find God in this story? What does God have to say to us through this 

story? How does scripture tie into the story? 
• End time together with something fun: chalk drawing, parachute play, bubbles, nature walk, spray bottle (water) art, 

hopscotch, 4-square, etc.
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Celebrating a Dozen Graduates
 This year, we celebrated 12 of our high school and college graduates during Graduation Sunday on May 16. Despite 
such a turbulent final year of school during a global pandemic, they persevered!
 We also were excited to have an in-person Graduation Sunday after last year’s online-only celebration. For those 
who could not attend in person this year, we honored our graduates with a photo slideshow at the beginning of our live 
streamed worship service. If you missed it, you can watch it online at bit.ly/wpcgrads2021. Please take some time to pray 
for our graduates this summer as they enter a new phase of life:

Lydia Anderson - Graduated from The Ohio State University with a B.S. in Neuroscience

Owen Appel - Will attend Purdue University to study Aerospace Engineering

Charlie Cook - Will attend Columbus State to study Computer Science

Emma Cook - Graduated from The Ohio State University with a B.A. in International Studies/Security & Intelligence

Olivia Cook - Will attend Kent State University

Ashley Feucht - Will attend The Ohio State University to study Business

Grace Hamor - Will attend Indiana University

Thomas Heiden - Graduated from Indiana University with a degree in Finance & Business Analytics

Max King - Graduated from Duke University Law 
School with a Juris Doctor degree

Kyle Moog - Will attend The Ohio State University 
to study Business

Katie Roddy - Will attend Ohio University to study 
Forensic Chemistry

Luka Srsic -  Will attend MIT

NEW! Young Adult Ministry  (Ages 18-25)

Young Adult Fellowship Group Forms
S’mores around the bonfire, an opportunity to kayak on the Olen-
tangy River, the chance to meet with other WPC members and 
friends ages 18-25 (or so…). We had our first gathering and we’re 
planning two more this summer, hosted by families from our 
church. We’re grateful for the Surface family’s hospitality for our 
first. If you are interested in coming to others this summer, please 
contact Pastor Tom at trice@worthingtonpresbyterian.com. It’s a 
great way to reconnect with old friends and to meet new ones!
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Hope Cards Transform into Real Impact
 So much has changed since last fall when we gathered in front of the 
church on Dedication Sunday to show our support for this congregation. The 
vaccine is being distributed, we’re worshipping in person again, slowly but 
surely, and we might soon see each other’s smiling faces more often than not. 
But the one constant throughout all these months of uncertainty has been hope. 
We never lost sight of it. And we were eager to share our hopes for the future 
on that windy November day.
  The theme for the Hope Cards collected that day was “How we hope our giving will bring light to the World in 2021.” 
After the year we’ve endured, bringing light to the world is the best way to reinvigorate our spirits and strengthen our 
commitment to generosity. 
  Now that we’re starting to emerge from an unprecedented pandemic experience, it seems fitting to look back at how 
far we’ve come and take a moment to acknowledge the significant impact of your contributions and what a difference a 
little hope can make. 
  Of the many Hope Cards submitted, here are a few that already are bringing light to the world: 

Hope that we can continue offering amazing programs.        
WPC pivoted to video recorded services and livestreaming to meet the needs of the congregation and continue to wor-
ship despite the circumstances. Our tech team has been extraordinary, and our adult education has continued without 
missing a beat, with Sunday classes being held via Zoom. Going forward, our worship services and adult education 
will continue to be offered virtually as well as in person.

Hope that, like last year, we may be able to pay down medical debt in our county or counties.    
What a blessing that was. WPC made another purchase of qualified medical debt that will relieve hundreds of house-
holds of that burden. 

Hope that our giving would help those who have fallen on hard times in this pandemic.     
WPC established The Benevolence Fund in 2020, and over $23,000 has been given out to assist families within our 
congregation who are facing issues due to covid and financial crisis.

Generosity

Hope for the whole world.       
Our pastors have continued to prepare wonderful Sunday sermons, in-
cluding the recent series on “How to Find Easter in the Last Place You’d 
Look.” This series looked at reconciliation and gifts that can bring healing 
and connection.

Your pledges have already made such a difference, and the world is getting brighter each day thanks to your generosity 
and hope. Thank you!

Call for Recipes
 WPC’s Care Givers and St. John’s Episcopal Church Grief Support Group are putting together a cookbook of their 
loved ones’ favorite recipes. Anyone who wishes to submit one or more recipes is encouraged to contribute to the book, 
which will be entitled “Memories.”
 Each recipe should include the name of the dish, ingredients and quantities, directions for putting it all together, and 
cooking/baking times (if applicable). Please also include the name of the loved one who created the recipe, along with 
the name of the person submitting it. Please include an email address and/or phone number in case questions arise. Please 
send recipes to your church office (marked “Memories” cookbook) or email it to gusshearer@hotmail.com.
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SUMMER  MONTHS 

Lemonade for Concertgoers   
Sundays, June 27, July 18 & August 8 at 7:00 p.m. 
To help our community see the friendly face of WPC, the Community Connections Committee (Colleen Remboldt, chair) 
is serving free lemonade and ice water for some of the 2021 Concerts on the Green. Judging by its popularity at the con-
cert on June 6, our lemonade stand is a welcome addition to Sunday evening’s fun.

Celebration to Honor Rev. Wayne Morrison
 Sunday, June 27 at 11:00 a.m.
After five years of faithful service, our Parish Associate for Visitation, the Rev. Wayne Morrison, is retiring (actually, his 
second attempt at retirement). Wayne worked half-time but whole-heartedly, visiting members in need of care and leading 
our Deacons in their care-giving ministries. We have been deeply blessed by his faith, humor, wisdom, and friendship. On 
Sunday, June 27, Wayne will preach for both services. We’ll have a few surprises at the 10:00 a.m. service, as well as a 
brief program and reception following. We hope you can join us!

Return of the Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, July 18 at 5:30-7:00 p.m.
 The passage of time can be measured in ice cream. For many years, friends and members of Worthington Presbyterian 
Church would gather on a late summer evening for a wide slice of fruit pie with a side order of Dairy Queen ice cream, 
and listen to the OSU marching band alumni. 
  In the thick of the COVID-19 shut-down last summer, WPC members gathered for a “Safe Summer Social” in the 
comfortably shady parking lot. There was an in-car scavenger hunt, Bingo and pre-packaged ice cream sandwiches. Of 
course, the recorded soundtrack came from TBDBITL, the Buckeye marching band. One woman said, “This is the most 
fun I’ve had all summer.”
  On July 18, WPC will return to the Village Green and Dairy Queen ice cream from 5:30-7:00 p.m., but gone are the 
pies and cakes. The Membership and Fellowship committee will welcome contributions of individually wrapped cookies 
or brownies on the kitchen counter until 11 a.m. that Sunday. Cakes and pies will have to wait for another year.
  This year’s soundtrack will be the Donna Mogavero Band, during the Concert on the Green. One thing that never 
varies is the joy and warmth of the conversation and friendship at WPC. Please plan to join the fun and see how this ice 
cream stacks up against your memories.

Upcoming Events

Missionpalooza
Sunday, July 25 at 11:00 a.m.
 She was TRYING. Her fingers were just too small to tie the knots on those 
blankets for foster children. And then an adult WPC member teamed up with her. The 
adult tied a knot around the girl’s finger, she pulled out her finger – perfect knot and 
great teamwork!
 That’s what Missionpalooza is all about: all ages working together to make a 
difference in Jesus’ name. We’ll be out on the East lawn right after the 10:00 a.m. ser-
vice on July 25. You can write a blessing on the 2x4s of a Habitat for Humanity wall; 
assemble flood relief buckets or soup kits; repackage bulk donations into family-sized 
portions for NNEMAP Food Pantry; write a card to our missionaries in Costa Rica, 
Sri Lanka, or Niger; and enjoy a free lunch.
 We will again assemble flood relief buckets for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 
Orange buckets are in the office and in Fellowship Hall, with a list of what is needed 
for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Be sure to pick one up. 
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SUNDAYS IN JULY  
July 4   Independence Day
Worship services themed to give thanks American-style. Due to the holiday, there 
will be no communion, children’s Sunday school, nor nursery care.

July 11  Retirement Reception for Melinda Wood, Preschool Director 
Surprise music for Worthington’s Sunday Funday (“I [heart] the ‘80s”) by our 
very own WPC member Keenan Blanke, who is lead singer of Ohio’s popular 
1980s cover band Reaganomics (note: not livestreamed due to copyright  
restrictions)

July 18  Christmas in July
Did you miss singing carols in the sanctuary last Christmas? Ever wonder how it 
feels to celebrate Christmas in the southern hemisphere, where it’s summertime?

July 25  Missionpalooza Sunday - Sun, Fun, Getting Good Things Done
Join us outdoors at 11:00 a.m. this year on the East Lawn (by the Village Green). 

Our own Troop 268, helping with the last Missionpalooza. 

• Hear about the Youth 2021 S’MOREs trip
• Enjoy fellowship and lunch (on us!)
• Take part in a variety of hands-on mission 

projects
• Meet our new visitation pastor, the Rev. Kevin 

Horrigan

AUGUST EVENTS
Salem Elementary School Supply Drive 
August 1-15          
Bring your donations to Fellowship Hall 
The items needed are listed below. Note: 
Crayons are not needed this year. 

Back Packs
Boxes of #2 pencils
Pink Eraser Bars
Pencil-top Erasers
Colored Pencils
Pencil Boxes
Glue Bottles & Sticks
Black Dry-Erase Markers   
Fiscar scissors, blunt tips
Head Phones
Thin Markers
Spiral Notebooks, wide ruled
Compostion Notebooks, wide ruled
Pocket Folders
Baggies - Gallon, Quart, & Sandwich sizes.
Boxes of Tissues
Disinfecting Wipes                                  

Blessing of the Back Packs
Sunday, August 15          

773 High Street
Worthington, OH 43085


