
 

 
Worthington Presbyterian Church 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
  
February 17, 2021 Live Streaming/Recorded 7 p.m. 
 
   

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

PRELUDE “River Flows in You” Yiruma 
 

WELCOME   
 

OPENING SENTENCES  
 One: 

All: 
One: 
All: 
One: 
All: 

From dust we came, to dust we will return; 
We belong to God. 
We gather in repentance, we gather in confidence; 
We belong to God. 
At the beginning of Lent, at every moment of our lives; 
We belong to God. 

 
WORSHIP SONG “O Come to the Altar” 

 
ELEVATION WORSHIP 

Stanza 1: 
Are you hurting and broken within? 
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin? 
Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well? 
Jesus is calling 
 
Stanza 2: 
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today there's no reason to wait 
Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling (Oh, oh) 
 
Stanza 3: 
Bear your cross as you wait for the crown, 
Tell the world of the treasure you’ve found 

Chorus: 
O come to the altar 
The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 

  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 O God, on that altar of the Cross, Jesus made that final sacrifice for our sins, making 

available the mercy and forgiveness that we so longingly seek. We have failed to live 
into who you made us, yet still you love us. We withhold a helping hand to others, yet 
still you bless us. We struggle to trust you, yet still you watch over us. Forgive us we 
pray. As you once brought humanity to life through dust, would you once again bring 
us new life today through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

A moment for silent confession  
 



 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 While we may wax and wane, our Lord never does. Forgiveness was bought, once and for 

all, with the precious blood of Jesus Christ. God has declared: ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 51:1-17  
      Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 

mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. 
     For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have 
I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 
blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother 
conceived me. 
     You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let 
me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from 
my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
     Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast 
me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the 
joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
     Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. Deliver me 
from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 
     O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you have no delight in 
sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. The sacrifice 
acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

   
SILENT REFLECTION 

 
UNISON PRAYER  
 Lord, we know our weaknesses. We know our failings. We know our sin. Help us to 

remember that you are the God who mends the broken, who heals the sick, who sets 
the captives free. Help us to remember our baptism when we were marked as your 
own. Today, though near and far, we receive a cross of ashes— another sign that you 
have made us your own no matter what comes our way. Thank you, Lord, for never 
giving up on us.  Amen. 

 
WORSHIP SONG “Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace)” 

 
HILLSONG WORSHIP 

Stanza 1: 
All these pieces, broken and scattered 
In mercy gathered, mended and whole 
Empty handed, but not forsaken 
I've been set free, I've been set free 
 
Stanza 2: 
You take our failure, You take our weakness 
You set Your treasure, in jars of clay 
So take this heart Lord, I'll be Your vessel 
The world to see, Your life in me (oh) 

Pre-Chorus: 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
Oh, I once was lost, but now I am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
Chorus: 
Oh I can see You now 
Oh I can see the love in Your eyes 
Laying Yourself down 
Raising up the broken to life 

 
 
 



 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Luke 7:36-48  
      One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house 

and took his place at the table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned 
that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood 
behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them 
with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. 
Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—
that she is a sinner.”  
Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” 
“Teacher,” he replied, “speak.”  
“A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will 
love him more?” 
Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.”  
And Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman, he said 
to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, 
but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no 
kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my 
head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, 
which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom 
little is forgiven, loves little.” Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
 

 
SILENT REFLECTION   

 
UNISON PRAYER   
  

Almighty God, you oppose the proud and give grace to the humble. You are not 
impressed with how put together we are but welcome us when we come to you as we 
are. Your Son set us free from sin, from shame, and from guilt. Into this dust, you have 
breathed new life, bringing us into God’s family. May we always remember that 
through Christ’s death and resurrection, we have been made sons and daughters of 
God. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO THE LENTEN JOURNEY  
 One: 

 
All: 
 
One: 
 

Friends in Christ, we celebrate how God saves us through the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of ashes. This ancient sign 
speaks of our repentance and our hope. 
I invite you to observe a holy Lent, by prayer and works of love, by reading and 
meditating on God’s Word, by journeying together with this community to 
Jerusalem and the cross and the empty tomb. 

 
IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES  Columbarium  
 Feel free to pause the video in order to get ashes, lotion, or whatever substitute you would like 

to use to make the sign of the cross. If you would like, you can wait and take more time for the 
imposition of the ashes after the postlude. 

  
  



 

  
WORSHIP SONG “Jesus We Love You” 

 
PAUL MCCLURE 

Stanza 1: 
Old things have passed away 
Your love has stayed the same 
Your constant grace remains the cornerstone 
Things that we thought were dead 
Are breathing in life again 
You cause your Son to shine on darkest nights 
 
Stanza 2: 
The hopeless have found their hope 
The orphans now have a home 
All that was lost has found its place in you 
You lift our weary head 
You make us strong instead 
You took these rags and made us beautiful 

Pre-Chorus: 
For all that you've done, we will pour out our love 
This will be our anthem song 
 
Chorus: 
(Jesus) we love You, oh how we love You 
You are the one our, our hearts adore 
 
Bridge: 
Our affection, our devotion 
Poured out on the feet of Jesus 
 
 

 
FINAL BLESSING   

 
POSTLUDE   

 
 

 
Youth (alphabetical order): Noella Abrokwa, Chase Balser, Emirah Balser, Colby Beck, Brendan 
Beck, Simon Blanke, Lucy Gonia, Tyler Heilbrunn, Isabel Lewis, Natalie Moog, Conor O’Brien, 

Kennedy O’Brien, Katie Ann Timcho 
Audio: Andrew DeWeese     Pianist: Shine Robison 

Video: Colby Beck, Emerson Greuling, Russ Nagy, Michael Tyler & Bill Yost 

 


