


SUNDAY, JUNE 5, PENTECOST & GUEST 

PREACHER, REV. REGGIE TUGGLE 

(Kevin on Call)  
 

8:00 AM Lawn Chair Church & Communion, 

Rev. Reggie Tuggle (East Lawn) 

8:00 AM Religious Studies (Zoom) 

9:00 AM Chancel Choir Warm-up (Sanctuary) 

9:00 AM Adult Education (Rm 222 & Zoom) 

9:45 AM Care for Babies – age 3 (Nursery) 

10:00 AM Worship & Communion, Rev. Reggie 

Tuggle (in-person and livestream) 

(Sanctuary) 

11:00 AM Pentecost Celebration (East Lawn) 

5:00 PM Concert on the Green (NW Green) 

6:30 PM WPC Lemonade Brigade (East Lawn) 

     

MONDAY, JUNE 6 (Tom on Call)  

 

8:00 AM VBS (Mirolo Pavilion) 

12:15 PM Daily Devotional Teleconference (240-

591-0333; access 783190#) 

2:00 PM Worship Planning (Rm 222) 

5:00 PM Community Friendship Dinner 

(Hazelton Hall, Kitchen) 

6:00 PM Boy Scouts #268 Meeting (Rms 

112,113, Youth Room) 

7:00 PM Regular Session Meeting (Hazelton 

Hall) 

 

TUESDAY, JUNE 7 (Betsy on Call) 
 

8:00 AM VBS (Mirolo Pavilion) 

4:30 PM Nominating Committee (Rm 222) 

6:30 PM Tech Meeting – Russ (Zoom) 

7:00 PM Prayer Shawl (Living Room) 

  

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 (Betsy on Call) 
 

8:00 AM VBS (Mirolo Pavilion) 

12:15 PM Daily Devotional Teleconference (240-

591-0333; access 783190#) 

6:30 PM Stephen Ministry (Rms 111, 112, 

Youth) 

7:00 PM Book Lovers (Living Room) 

8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous Open Meeting 

(Hazelton Hall) 

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9 (Betsy on Call)  

 

7:30 AM Personnel Committee (Zoom) 

8:00 AM VBS (Mirolo Pavilion) 

   

FRIDAY, JUNE 10 (Betsy on Call)  

  

8:00 AM VBS (Mirolo Pavilion) 

9:00 AM Living Hope Circle (Hazelton Hall) 

12:15 PM Daily Devotional Teleconference (240-

591-0333; access 783190#) 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11 (Betsy on Call) 

 

12:00 PM Voice Lessons – Sharon Stohrer 

(Chapel) 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 (Betsy on Call)  
 

8:00 AM Lawn Chair Church, Dr. Rice (East 

Lawn) 

8:00 AM Religious Studies (Zoom) 

9:00 AM Summer Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

9:00 AM Adult Education (Rm 222 & Zoom) 

9:45 AM Care for Babies – age 3 (Nursery) 

10:00 AM Worship, Dr. Tom Rice, Bell Baptism 

(in-person and livestream) (Sanctuary) 

10:15 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Fellowship (East Lawn) 

5:00 PM Concert on the Green (NW Green) 

6:30 PM WPC Lemonade Brigade (East Lawn) 

 

To reach the on-call pastor: call 614-885-5355, 

press 1, and leave a message. Your call will be 

returned. 
 

SEE CHURCH CALENDAR ONLINE 

 

 

 

 
 

Artist: Philippine artist Edgardo de Guzman 

 

The shapes suggest gusts of wind swirling from 

above and filling the space. The figures appear to 

be caught up in a breeze, almost like dancing.  The 

shades of paint are from different parts of the color 

spectrum, but they work in harmony, 

beautifully complementing one another. The shapes 

and segments in the picture fit together perfectly, 

like a jigsaw. There are no gaps. Shapes and 

segments in the picture fit together. 
 

In the story of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
miraculously enabled the disciples to speak in 
many different languages. They worked together so 
that every person in the crowd, no matter where 
they came from, was able to hear the good news 
about Jesus and the great things God has done. 

 

Copyright permission given by Imaginor Ltd. 

ON THE COVER 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

GATHERING MUSIC Cossacks in Berlin, 
Morning has Broken 

Dmitri Pokrass 

Welsh hymn, arr. Laura 

Wasson 
 

Melissa Robol, pianist 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

WELCOME AND OPENING SENTENCES The Rev. Dr. Tom Rice 
  

One:  God of fire and beauty, 

All:  warm us. 

One:  God of peace and justice, 

All:  move us. 

One:  God of wind and wonder, 

All:  amaze us. 

One:   God of Pentecost, 

All:  kindle your love in our lives. 

 

* HYMN #286 “Breathe on Me Breath of God” TRENTHAM 
 

Stanzas 1-3 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine, 

until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 

 

(Edwin Hatch, 1878) 

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

 



UNISON PRAYER  
 

God of fire and wind, holy and powerful, mighty and mysterious, we are called together 

by your Spirit. But as we gather and behold your glory, we realize: We have ignored 

the truth of Pentecost. We exclude those different from us. We divide our loyalties, and 

we divide our hearts. Let your Spirit burn away our sins and fill us with faith and 

courage, so that we might live into the promise of this day and receive the fullness of 

all that you have prepared for us in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Acts 2: 1-6, 12-17, 21  
 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 

a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. And 

at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 

speaking in the native language of each… 

 

All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But 

others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, 

these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this 

is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 

visions, and your old men shall dream dreams…. 
 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Ephesians 2:11-22 Rev. Reggie Tuggle 
 

 

So then, remember that at one time you gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” 

by those who are called “the circumcision”—a circumcision made in the flesh by human 

hands— remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 

into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us, 

abolishing the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in 

himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile 

both to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through 

it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 

were near, for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then, 



you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 

also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone; in him the whole structure is 

joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built 

together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 
 

SERMON "Troubling Our Comforts"   Rev. Tuggle   

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE Come, Christians, Join to Sing  Spanish Hymn 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Dr. Rice 

(All who put their trust in Christ are welcome to receive communion. Please note: Gluten-
free bread is placed in the center of the tray.) 

INVITATION 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

* HYMN #291 “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” SPIRIT 
 

Stanzas 1-3 
 

(Refrain)   Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,  
blow through the wilderness calling and free,  

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 “Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.”  (Refrain) 

 
You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. (Refrain) 

 

You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 

and down in the city you called once again, 
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. (Refrain) 

 

(James K. Manley, 1975, alt.) 
 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 



POSTLUDE Come Down, O Love Divine R. Vaughan Williams, arr. 

Laura Wasson 
 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. 
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 
 
 

          

 
 

WELCOME, GUEST PREACHER, REV. REGGIE 

TUGGLE - By the grace of God, Reggie overcame 

a childhood of poverty and loss and grew a 

congregation from 40 members to 1,000 members. 

In 2019, with a Presbyterian pastor and a rabbi, 

he co-founded an organization called Restorative 

Justice to help Charlotte reduce gaps in 

opportunity and wealth stemming from a long 

history of discrimination and other injustices. 
 

SYMBOL OF A DOVE - The bulletin includes a 

cut out symbol of a dove. You are encouraged to 

write a prayer on the dove and hang it on one of 

the trees on the front lawn of the church. 

 

At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit assumed the form of 
“tongues of fire” to signify the miraculous power of 
the apostles’ message and their radically changed 
lives. The Spirit’s appearance as the dove at 
Jesus’ baptism symbolizes the Savior bringing 
peace to humankind through His sacrifice. 
 

COMMUNION - The Communion Table is covered 

with cloths from around the world. 

 

Ghana - shared by Okyere and Abrokwa families 

Malaysia - shared by Leslie and Larry Snyder 

Ukraine - shared by Melissa Robol 

Ecuador - shared by Melissa Robol 

Indonesia - shared by Larry and Leslie Snyder 

Taiwan - shared by Julie Wu (Shine's mom) 

Sri Lanka - shared by Saman Perera, friend of 

WPC and moderator Presbyterian Church: Kandy 

Honduras - shared by friends of Montana de Luz 

Orphanage 

 

ADULT EDUCATION - “DRINKING FROM THE 

WELL” begins today at 9am in Room 222 and on 

Zoom. From the earliest days, followers of Jesus 

looked for practices, relationships and experiences 

that give space in life to keep company with Jesus. 

Join WPC member and recently retired Columbus 

State professor, Virginia Duym, as we explore 

those ancient, and yet always contemporary, ways 

of coming close to God during our busy lives. 

Books are available in the church office. The class 

runs June 5, 12, 19 and July 3, 10, 17.  

 

PENTECOST OFFERING: Forty percent of the 

special offering received today will go to Moms2B. 

Ohio ranks 39th in the country for infant 

mortality. Established at the Wexner Medical 

Center, Moms2B helps women at high risk make 

healthier choices and deliver healthy, full-term 

infants.  

 

The remaining 60 percent of the offering is used to 

support children-at-risk, youth, and young adults 

nationally through ministries of the Presbyterian 

Mission Agency. Checks can be made to WPC 

(memo: Pentecost Offering), or you can give using 

Easy Tithe. You can give anytime through the end 

of June. Thank you! 
 

PENTECOST PARTY ON THE FRONT LAWN - 

Pentecost is the "birthday" of the church, and we 

celebrate the Holy Spirit with fire, wind, symbols 

of doves and flames. Join your church family in a 

party on the front lawn of the church after the 

10am service.  
 

CONCERTS ON THE GREEN – Tonight’s band is 

Change It Up, Charlie: A mix of Blues, Jazz, All-

Around Americana combine for an evening of 

“Outlaw Lounge Music.” WPC’s Lemonade 

Brigade will be there serving free lemonade. Come 

out and enjoy the music and say hello! 

 

 
 

VBS STARTS TOMORROW: JUNE 6-10 - WPC's 

Vacation Bible School is 5 days of fun, 

storytelling, games, art and music for children 

ages Preschool - 5th grade. We will be meeting 

from 9am to noon at Mirolo Pavilion, behind 

Thomas Worthington High School football field. 

Interested? Contact Jenni Whitford at 

jwhitford@wpcnow.org or show up and register on-

site.  
 

 

TODAY 

THIS WEEK 



* Please rise in body or spirit. 

WELCOME Rev. Betsy Rice 
  

  

The Friendship Pad is located in the pew at the center aisle. 
Please sign and pass it to your neighbor.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC Veni, creator spiritus arr. Wilbur Held 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby, organist 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  
 

One:  God of fire and beauty, 

All:  warm us. 

One:  God of peace and justice, 

All:  move us. 

One:  God of wind and wonder, 

All:  amaze us. 

One:   God of Pentecost, 

All:  kindle your love in our lives. 

 

* HYMN #282 “Come Down, O Love Divine”  DOWN AMPNEY 
 

 

Come down, O Love Divine; 
seek out this soul of mine, 

and visit it with your own ardor glowing. 
O Comforter, draw near; 
within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, your holy flame bestowing. 
 

O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming. 
And let your glorious light 

shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 
 
 
 
 



And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling. 
For none can guess God’s grace, 

till Love creates a place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

 

(Bianco da Siena, c. 1367;  

trans. Richard Frederick Littledale, 1867, alt.) 

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

God of fire and wind, holy and powerful, mighty and mysterious, we are called together 

by your Spirit. But as we gather and behold your glory, we realize: We have ignored 

the truth of Pentecost. We exclude those different from us. We divide our loyalties, and 

we divide our hearts. Let your Spirit burn away our sins and fill us with faith and 

courage, so that we might live into the promise of this day and receive the fullness of 

all that you have prepared for us in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “The Kyrie”  

 
 

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

 

 

* ALLELUIA (refrain from Alleluia! Alleluia! Give Thanks ) ALLELUIA NO.1  

 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give Praise to his name. 

 

(David Fishel, 1971) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES  Jenni Whitford 
 

After the Children's Message, children ages Preschool - 5th grade are invited to the 
Chapel for prayer, bible story, songs, and activities. Please pick up your child in the 
Chapel or find us outside, weather permitting. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Judy Hazelton 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Acts 2: 1-6, 12-17, 21  
 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 

a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 



Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. And 

at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 

speaking in the native language of each… 
 

All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But 

others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, 

these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this 

is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 

visions, and your old men shall dream dreams…. 
 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM “The Lone, Wild Bird”        arr. David N. Johnson 
 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR 

Martha Duersten, soprano 

Dr. David Rives, Director of Music 
 

The lone, wild bird in lofty flight is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight. And I am 
thine! I rest in thee. Great Spirit, come and rest in me. The ends of earth are in thy 
hand, the sea’s dark deep and far-off land. And I am thine! I rest in thee! Great Spirit, 
come, and rest in me. 

(Southern Folk Tune) 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Ephesians 2:11-22 Rev. Reggie Tuggle 
 

 

So then, remember that at one time you gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” 

by those who are called “the circumcision”—a circumcision made in the flesh by human 

hands— remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 

into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us, 

abolishing the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in 

himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile 

both to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through 

it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 

were near, for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then, 

you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 

also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone; in him the whole structure is 

joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built 

together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

SERMON "Troubling Our Comforts"   Rev. Tuggle   

 

 
 



* HYMN #286 “Breathe on Me Breath of God” TRENTHAM 
 

 

Stanzas 1-3 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine, 

until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 

 

(Edwin Hatch, 1878) 

 

 

DEDICATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS The Rev. Dr. Tom Rice 
 

 (Online giving is available anytime via our account with EasyTithe: 
text your offering dollar amount to 614-808-8580 or go to www.easytithe.com/wpcgive.)  

 

OFFERTORY “Celtic Laud”   Craig Courtney 
 

 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR 

Dr. David Rives, Director of Music 
 

For fruit of the vine, for harvest of wheat, for bread and for wine, the gift of your feast, 

the cup of thanksgiving I gratefully raise, O Lord of my living, my love and my praise. 

For dove in the sky, for wind in the trees, for coal in the fire, Your spirit in me, the cup 

of thanksgiving I gratefully raise, O Lord of my living, my love and my praise. For 

springtime’s green earth, for morning’s first light, for every new birth, for grace and 

for life, the cup of thanksgiving I gratefully raise, O Lord of my living, my love and my 

praise. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Rev. Betsy and Rev. Dr. Tom Rice 

  (All who put their trust in Christ are welcome to receive communion. Please note: Gluten-
free bread is placed in the center of the tray.)  

INVITATION 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

http://www.easytithe.com/wpcgive


* HYMN #291 “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” SPIRIT 
 

Stanzas 1-3 
 

(Refrain)   Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,  
blow through the wilderness calling and free,  

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 “Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.”  (Refrain) 

 

You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 
and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. (Refrain) 

 

You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 

and down in the city you called once again, 
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. (Refrain) 

 
 

(James K. Manley, 1975, alt.) 
 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Pentecost Dance    Alfred V. Fedak 
(Veni, creator spiritus) 

 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. 
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

Our Call to Worship at the 10 am service today is led by  

Noella and Noel Abrokwa, Shine Robison and Pastor Betsy Rice 
 

Ushers: Team C – Sue Funk, John Smith, Captains 

Carillon: Shine Robison  Audio: Andrew DeWeese   

Video/Livestream: Emerson Greuling, Russ Nagy, Bill Yost 
 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

 

The flowers on the chancel are given to the glory of God 
 by Byron & Joan Bossenbroek in honor of their 61st wedding anniversary 

 

 

 

          

 

 
Please join us for a party on the front lawn of the church after the service to celebrate 

this festive day! 



 

The Rev. Reginald “Reggie” Tuggle led the 40-member 

Memorial Presbyterian Church near New York City to 

grow into the largest African American Presbyterian 

congregation in New York state, with more than 1,000 

members. During his 38 years as pastor at the Roosevelt 

church, Tuggle supplemented his living with outside 

work, including 13 years as director of public affairs at 

Newsday and 15 years as vice president for marketing 

and communications for Nassau Community College. He 

is the author of the 2021 memoir, “A Journey Through 

Grace.” 

 

During Tuggle’s time as pastor, Memorial Presbyterian 

founded and operated Memorial Economic Development Corp. and in 2000 opened the Roosevelt Children’s 

Academy, a charter school that today has more than 700 students. 

Tuggle, a Denver native, earned a bachelor's degree from Bishop College, a master’s in divinity from Union 

Theological Seminary and did three years of post-graduate work at Yale University. He has held many 

positions on county and municipal boards and served as executive director of the Urban League of Long 

Island. 
 

In addition to working as a consultant and life coach, Tuggle currently serves as interim pastor at Grier 

Heights Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. In 2019, with a Presbyterian pastor and a rabbi, he co-founded 

an organization called Restorative Justice to help Charlotte reduce gaps in opportunity and wealth 

stemming from a long history of discrimination and other injustices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Tom Rice – Pastor for Discipleship 

Rev. Betsy Rice – Pastor for Member Ministries 

Rev. Kevin Horrigan – Parish Associate for Visitation 

Nicholas Robison – Director for Youth Ministries 

Shine Wu Robison – Youth Worship Leader 

Jenni Whitford – Director for Children’s Ministries 

Dr. David Rives – Director of Music 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby – Organist 

Melissa Robol – Chapel Pianist 

Russ Nagy – New Connections Music Leader 

Eric McLaughlin – Executive Administrator 
 
 

773 HIGH STREET, WORTHINGTON, OH 43085-4140  TEL: 614-885-5355    
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