the D I A L O G U E

May 2021

FROM YOUR MINISTER JIMMY READER
My final Dialogue message to you! May 16 will be my last Sunday
with you – 10:00 service in the sanctuary (or livestream) – and a
2:00-4:00 pm retirement celebration at King’s Bend Park in
Pittsford (on Jefferson Street). I will miss being with you, and I’m
looking forward to retirement. Both are true. Leaving a church –
even for retirement – as good as UCP is hard. Pastoral ethics
require that, after that day, I have no more pastoral contact with
this congregation. An interim minister will follow, and then a
called minister before long – and they will be your pastors. I will
not stop loving you and praying for you, although I will no longer
do it as your pastor.
My “farewell” words to the Council this week were these … As leaders of this church, love
the people, pray for them, and lead by example. As they do that, you can work through
any conflict that comes up, and you will have a good ministry together in the community. I
would offer the same words to all of you as you think about how to reach out into the
community and the world beyond – love the people, pray for them, and be an example of
faith and compassion.

I would have been your pastor for 8 years come June 30. In these years, we have done a lot
together, including:
Learning to work well together in a spirit of love and respect
Strengthening the church financially
Developing good leadership for the congregation
Creating a mission statement and restructuring our organization to fit the mission
Grant-funded adult learning opportunities for the community on both addiction and
racial justice
Creating a multimedia system throughout the building (sound, video, screens in
multiple rooms, and now livestream capacity)
Repurposing the sanctuary with pew chairs, carpet, baby grand piano, and now
multimedia system for comfort, flexibility of use, and ready for concerts, livestream
events, and community events
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Thank you for your generosity, not only in giving of money, time, and energy, but for your
generosity of spirit and your openness to working through our differences in love and
respect for one another.
Your pastoral search committee has been at work – organizing and learning what they will
do together, finding an interim minister who will begin when I leave, and being ready to
move right into the actual search process. They will give the church opportunities to be
clear about who you are, where you want to go, what kind of minister you want, and what
you are willing to do. The denomination leaders will “match” all of that with potential
candidates who seem to “fit” the church. The committee then reviews thoroughly probably
dozens of “profiles” (resumes) of candidates to choose a few to interview and finally to the
one person they will recommend to the congregation. The process can take 12-18 months
(or more), but for a church like UCP that is healthy, with good leadership, and a clear sense
of who you are, it will likely happen within the year. Be patient, and pray for the
committee.
What is the future of UCP? The Baptists and Methodists have been in Pittsford for over 200
years, and the United Church of Pittsford was organized over 70 years ago. There is every
reason to think this congregation has that long a future ahead of it. You have done good
work in the past 8 years to be the kind of church that can effectively reach out into the
community and have a successful ministry of love and justice, of bringing people to God
and to following Jesus, of making a difference in the world beyond. May God bless you on
your journey.
P.S. I have been vaccinated, so feel free to give me hugs on May 16. :)

page 2

MISSION & MINISTRIES
PITTSFORD FOOD CUPBOARD
Reusable paper Wegman's bags, Target bags, canned collard
greens, spinach, cauliflower rice, BBQ sauce, pickles, relish,
sauerkraut, olives, small 100% juice boxes, jams and jellies,
cleaning supplies, laundry detergent, sardines, clams, canned
mandarin oranges, pineapple.
**there is currently no room for pastas, spaghetti sauces, corn, green beans,
tuna, or peanut butter. Thank you.**

ROCHESTER FOOD CUPBOARD
-cleaning supplies
-bar soap
-laundry detergent

From the UCP Missions Committee:
May 9th is Mother’s Day. It is also Church World Service Blanket Sunday.
In 2020, donations to the CWS Blankets program provided
101,372 CWS blankets, buckets and kits to families impacted by
the pandemic, hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding, and other crises
including homelessness and poverty. Each $10 gift provides a
blanket or kit.
Thank you for your support for families in need. Please put a
note with your gift to indicate that it is for CWS Blanket Sunday

Your Pastoral Search Committee Members:
Scott Hanson (585) 313-5352
Anne Passmore (585) 233-4827
Briana Hanson (585) 721-8434
Fred Peckham (585) 813-7960
Katie Zink (585) 313-2083
Logan Hazen (585) 615-0829
Nate Schunk (585) 734-5469
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FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDS

Memorial Service for Tom Silco
May 7 at 3:00pm

You can watch the Livestream of Tom’s service on the homepage of our
website. It will also be available on Facebook, YouTube, and our app.

After the livestream, the recorded video will be uploaded to YouTube and the
website (where you will also be able to download it).

The Church App

5/2 Dave Nellis

5/15 Makayla Young

5/8 Sally Stookey

5/18 Ruth Nellis

5/9 Adrianna Suttle

5/24 Cory Hyde

5/10 Wanda Ashworth 5/24 Jon Lazenby
5/11 Cindy Merrifield
5/11 Diane Strauf

Livestream our services, watch
old recordings, view the bulletin,
and more!
https://ucpittsford.org/app-how-to-download
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FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDS

A friendly thought for each day in the week...
Thursday
Wouldn’t this world be a different place

Think of a friend who’s in trouble—

If we began each day

Is there some little thing you can do?

With the thought of helping someone

If there’s nothing else, then offer a prayer

That we meet along the way?

From a heart that’s sincere and true.

If we set out with a little prayer
That through the day we’d find
A chance to leave some sunshine
And some happiness behind?

Friday
Today should be just for your loved ones—
Find some little way of expressing
The thought that their love will always be
Life’s greatest and sweetest blessing.

Monday
Is there someone you know who’s lonely,
And you haven’t seen for a while?

Let them know that they’re thought about
With a call, a word, or a smile.

Saturday
You may have cares and duties
There are dozens of things to be done
But don’t let the day come to an end
Without some laughter and fun.

Tuesday
Don’t neglect the chance today
To do some kindly act
Or pay a little compliment

With thoughtfulness and tact.

Sunday
This is a day for rejoicing
For thinking of God above
Arise and give thanks for the blessings
Of His deep and abiding love.

Wednesday
This is a day for forgetting

May these little thoughts

Yesterday’s cares and its strife—

From the heart of a friend

This is a day for remembering

Bring joy to your week

The joys and the blessings of life.

From its start to its end.
Taken from a card from Marilyn Krager’s Mother.
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OUR UNITED CHURCH

CONNECTION
Celebrating Ministering Women

The Spiritual Discipline of Meditation

The “Celebrating Ministering Women: Radical.
Redeemed. Ready.” conference will be meeting in
June of 2022 to celebrate all of the women in
ministry. Conference leaders for this event have just
been announced. This diverse
group includes Rev. Dr. Jaime
Clark-Soles, Rev. Adalia Gutiérrez
Lee, MD; Rev. Dr. Zina Jacque, Rev.
Dr. Trinette V. McCray, and Rev.
Lauren Lisa Ng. The leaders will
each bring their own unique stories
to light at the conference.

The Rev. Nancy Dibelius, UNY’s Assistant Director
of Vital Congregations for Spiritual Life, has made
another video for meditation. Since the start of the
pandemic, she has provided helpful spiritual
practice videos for all who want to join in, and
deepen their faith during these trying times.
See her latest spiritual
exploration here: https://
tinyurl.com/yvtpb42a

Learn more about the leaders here: https://
tinyurl.com/women-leaders-in-ministry

Anti-Racism Taskforce Update
In November 2020, ABCUSA started the AntiRacism Taskforce, a group dedicated to the work of
anti-racism. Members have used their time to learn,
pray, and reflect on the history and stories of those
effected by racism.
Read more about their discoveries and how to join
here: https://tinyurl.com/anti-racism-taskforce

Church Parking Lot Becomes Home for the
Homeless
The parking lot of Park Hill United Methodist
Church in Denver, Colorado is being transformed on
June 1st. The Colorado Village Collaborative is a
nonprofit company that is running the project. Their
plans are to keep the space clean, quiet and safe for
the community members that need a home. They are
prepared with 24hour staff to check
people in and help
them get settled at
any time of day.

Learn more here: https://tinyurl.com/parking-lothomes
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10

11

12

17

18

19

10:00am Worship
Service (Jimmy’s 7:00pm
Last Sunday)
Church Council

10:00am
Worship
Service

24
30
10:00am
Worship
Service

8

13

14

15

21

22

28

29

Ascension
Day

10:00am Worship
Service

23

7
Tom Silco’s
Memorial
Service

Mother’s Day

16

6

Star Wars
Day

10:00am Worship
Service

9

5

20
Dialogue
Deadline

25

26

27

31
Memorial
Day

PLANNING AHEAD?
LOOKING FOR UPDATES?
Check out the
calendar on our website!
www.ucpittsford.org/monthly-calendar
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NAMES AND NUMBERS YOU SHOULD KNOW
Office Phone Number:

586-6870

Rev. Dr. Jimmy Reader, Minister

315-9241

Dot Borden, Choir Director

624-2284

Chen Liang, Organist and Pianist
Briana Hanson, Administrative Assistant

586-6870

Audrey Johnson, Council Chair

230-4605

Seth Hubbard, Church Clerk

440-228-7359

Office Hours

COLLECTION CONTAINERS

Monday-Friday 9:00am-12:00pm

We have the following containers in the office:

Used eye wear & HEARING AIDS
(including batteries, etc.):
These go to Lions Clubs International.

Can pull tabs
(from canned fruits, vegetables, soups,
meats, sauces, and beverages):

These go to McDonalds for Shriner project funding.
.

123 South Main Street
Pittsford, NY 14534
Phone: (585) 586-6870
We’re on the Web!
www.ucpittsford.org
Email us at: ucpittsford@gmail.com
Follow us! @ucpittsford
Find us on the church app!

If you would like a hard copy of the Dialogue
mailed to you, please contact us.
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