the D I A L O G U E
January 2021
FROM YOUR MINISTER JIMMY READER
Happy New Year! 2020 is over, and 2021 has arrived. The
big question for everyone is how much better it might be.
The pandemic is not over, but vaccines are here. A new
president will soon be inaugurated, but the divisions
remain and how much will change? That’s life, as we say
– the continuation of what has been with perennial hope
that the future will be better. In the midst of it all – as I
preached a week or two ago – “Waiting is part of life. We
are always waiting for something yet ahead of us, we
hope. Hope and faith are part of waiting – and for Christians, our hope in the Lord and
faith in God give us patience, wisdom, and courage in our times of waiting.”
As you know, our Sunday services are on Zoom these days. The link and password are on
the website and appear in the Friday email blast. (It doesn’t change.) Until Monroe County’s COVID “numbers” go way down, we will continue to do it this way. That means that
two meetings we always do in January after the service will also be on Zoom (with the
same link and password).
January 24 – The 2021 Budget presentation and discussion will happen soon after the
service has finished. We present it and give opportunity for questions and comments
that day and vote to approve it the following week.
January 31 – The Annual Meeting of the congregation – to review reports and conduct
elections and approval of budget – will also be on Zoom after the service. A nominating committee, appointed by Council, will present its nominations for officers before
then. They include Richard Ashworth, Audrey Johnson, Scott Hanson, and the pastor.
The pastor search committee was elected at a December 6 meeting. The committee includes Logan Hazen, Briana Hanson, Katie Zink, Anne Passmore, Fred Peckham, Nate
Schunk, and Scott Hanson, and will elect its own chairperson soon. They will give their
first report in the process on January 31 at the annual meeting.
The trustees will prepare a 2021 Budget on January 11. Our pledges as a congregation for
2021 are below this past year. Perhaps you have not yet sent in your pledge - and commitment of time and energy as well. If not, please do that by January 9, to help give guidance
on how to plan the budget.
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Our Racial Justice workshop series – co-sponsored and led by the Gandhi Institute – will
wrap up with two final workshops in 2021:
Thursday, January 14 (7:00-8:30 pm) – Racial Justice Leaders Forum, with 3 Rochester
area leaders – Please register on our website - https://ucpittsford.org/racial-justiceworkshop-series-1-14 - and invite anyone you know in the community or among
friends and family outside the area. It’s all on Zoom, of course. It’s free (funded by a
denominational grant), but registration is necessary to get the Zoom link and
passcode.
Tuesday, February 9 (7:00-8:30 pm) – “Race and Restorative Justice” – Some of us participated in a book study this fall, but we want to give people an overview of practices from this book in a single session. You might want to buy and read the book first.
You can purchase it for $5 or $6 here - https://www.amazon.com/Little-Book-RaceRestorative-Justice/dp/1680993437. Again, it’s free and open to anyone in the community or anywhere, but you must register to get the Zoom link - https://
ucpittsford.org/racial-justice-workshop-series-2-9.

Racial Justice Workshop Series
Moderated by Kit Miller, executive Director of the M.K. Gandhi Institute
With guest speakers, Renee Frazier and Anthony Hall.
Renée Frazier is Founder and President of A La Renee, Inc., Through its International
Intrepreneurial Institute, the firm provides leaders with both personal and professional growth via online and in-person workshops, training, and best-practices.
As a leader Renée Frazier, is known within the Finger Lakes region for her leadership, advocacy, and facilitation on matters where: race, culture, inclusion, and business intersect.
For over 20 years Renée Frazier has been on a mission to align personal growth with
social justice. Today her work is in "Making the Business Case for DEI and Cultural Capabilities" for; professionals, C-Suite, and organizations.

***

Kit Miller has served as the director of the M.K. Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence in
Rochester, New York since 2009. Prior to that, she worked as director/celebrator of
Bay Area Nonviolent Communication in Oakland, California.
Kit has been learning about nonviolence and organizing on its behalf for the past 26
years. She draws on Gandhian and Kingian nonviolence, as well as Nonviolent Communication and permaculture, for direction and daily practice.
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MISSION & MINISTRIES
PITTSFORD FOOD CUPBOARD
(Meals in a can (ravioli, beefaroni), Any protein except tuna
or peanut butter, Body wash, Hand sanitizer, Baby wipes,
Clorox wipes, Cleaning supplies like laundry and dishwashing detergents

ROCHESTER FOOD CUPBOARD
There was a fire at the Rochester Food Cupboard in November. Please consider making a monetary
donation to help rebuild portions of the pantry and replace
some of the foods lost.

PFC Now Has Delivery

(We will only deliver on 2nd and 4th Friday each month
between 11am-2pm)

PFC will begin delivering groceries to Pittsford seniors in January.
There are no income requirements, but you must:
-reside in the 14534 zip code
-be 65 years of age or older
-show up in person 1 time to create file
-present picture ID and current mail.
-Call the morning of your delivery to choose menu
items or leave a message with your food preferences
-Someone must be home to accept order.

Winter Dates:
Friday, January 8 and 22
Friday, February 12 and 26
Friday, March 12 and 26
We are open Tuesdays and Fridays from 9:30am – 1:30pm and the 1st and 3rd
Saturday of each month from 9:30-11:30am.
Call 585-264-9860 and ask for Claire for more information.
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MISSION & MINISTRIES
Don’t forget to sign up for the Racial Justice
Workshop Series
Our Racial Justice workshop series – co-sponsored and led by the
Gandhi Institute – will wrap up with two final workshops in 2021:
Thursday, January 14 (7:00-8:30 pm) – Racial Justice Leaders
Forum, with 3 Rochester area leaders – Please register on our
website - https://ucpittsford.org/racial-justice-workshopseries-1-14 - and invite anyone you know in the community
or among friends and family outside the area. It’s all on Zoom, of course. It’s free
(funded by a denominational grant), but registration is necessary to get the Zoom link
and passcode.
Tuesday, February 9 (7:00-8:30 pm) – “Race and Restorative Justice” – Some of us participated in a book study this fall, but we want to give people an overview of practices
from this book in a single session. You might want to buy and read the book first. You
can purchase it for $5 or $6 here - https://www.amazon.com/Little-Book-RaceRestorative-Justice/dp/1680993437. Again, it’s free and open to anyone in the community or anywhere, but you must register to get the Zoom link - https://
ucpittsford.org/racial-justice-workshop-series-2-9.

Budget Presentation & Annual Meeting
Mark your calendars

January 24th

January 31st

Budget Presentation

Annual Meeting

Stay on Zoom after both services to attend. If you are joining only the
meeting, use the same Zoom link and passcode as for Sunday service.
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82175594833
Passcode: 093485
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FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDS
Take a break from Netflix and Prime.
Join us for a rousing evening of Bingo!
It will be held virtually on Saturday, January 23rd from 6:00 to 7:30.
Just let Briana know if you would like to participate, she can send you
your Bingo cards through email or mail them to you.

The Church App
Stay up to date! Don’t forget to
download our app if you
haven't already.
https://ucpittsford.org/app-how-to-download

1/1 Dawn Hyde
1/1 Will Zink
1/3 Linda Burnett

1/6 Diane Dobbertin
1/15 Carly Reeve
1/16 David Allen
1/16 Sondra Durgan
1/17 Danny Page
1/19 Sylvia Watkins
1/22 Bob Stookey
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OUR UNITED CHURCH

CONNECTION
Essay Contest
This contest is for high school juniors and seniors,
who can win up to $2000 for college in the Baptist
Joint Committee’s (BJC) Religious Liberty Essay
Contest. This topic questions young minds if they
believe religious leaders have a right to run for
public office. Entries are due by March 26, 2021.
Read the full contest rules
here: https://tinyurl.com/
BJC-essay-contest

The Spiritual Practice of Guided
Meditation, Revisited
Guided meditation and mindfulness are great
practices to keep in mind during COVID. Throughout the time of the pandemic, many have turned to
these meditative states for a sense of calm and stress
relief.
Rev. Nancy Dibelius has been filming videos for
spiritual practices to deepen connections to God
during this time.
Watch the video here: https://tinyurl.com/guidedmeditation-practice

Responding to Hurricane Devastation
Central America was hit with two back-to-back
Category 4 hurricanes in November. This went
down in history as the first time 2 Category 4
hurricanes have hit within 15 miles of each other in
two weeks time.
Nicaragua and Honduras, as well as several other
Latin American countries are sitting in devastation
from the aftermath. Mass destruction from
landslides, floods, roadway collapses, power
outages, communication interruptions, crop
destruction, and death consume the area.
International Ministries (IM) has sent emergency
relief grants of about $8500 to buy food, clothing,
blankets, water filters, medicines,
and other supplies. Additional
funds will be sent later.
Learn how to donate here:
https://tinyurl.com/hurricanedevastation

Dismantling Racism Resource: I’m Black.
I’m Christian. I’m Methodist.
A new book of essays written by several black Methodists, addresses racial
issues within the
denomination. The
authors of some essays
include clergy members,
and have a sense of
urgency on the topic.
In light of the BLM rallies, this collection of essays
share personal experiences and teachings from black
Methodists who want faith based change.
Read more here: https://tinyurl.com/UMC-change
Find the book here: https://tinyurl.com/UMCchange-reading
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

New Years
Day

3

4

5

10:00am Worship
Service

10

6

8

9

14

15

16

22

23

National
Cuddle Up
Day

11

12

13

10:00am Worship 7:00pm
Service
Trustees
Meeting

17

7

18

7:00pm
Racial Justice
Leaders Forum

19

20

21

10:00am Worship Martin Luther
Service
Kind Jr. Day

6:00pm
BINGO Night

7:00pm
Church Council

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

10:00am Worship
Service
11:15am Budget
Presentation

31
10:00am Worship
Service
11:15am Annual
Meeting

PLANNING AHEAD?
LOOKING FOR UPDATES?
Check out the
calendar on our website!
www.ucpittsford.org/monthly-calendar
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NAMES AND NUMBERS YOU SHOULD KNOW
Office Phone Number:

586-6870

Rev. Dr. Jimmy Reader, Minister

315-9241

Dot Borden, Choir Director

624-2284

Chen Liang, Organist and Pianist
Briana Hanson, Administrative Assistant

586-6870

Don Reeve, Chair, Trustees

704-3748

Jennifer Cranch, Chair, Deacons

749-4758

Office Hours

COLLECTION CONTAINERS

Monday-Friday 9:00am-12:00pm

We have the following containers in the office:

Used eye wear & HEARING AIDS
(including batteries, etc.):
These go to Lions Clubs International.

Can pull tabs
(from canned fruits, vegetables, soups,
meats, sauces, and beverages):

These go to McDonalds for Shriner project funding.
.

123 South Main Street
Pittsford, NY 14534
Phone: (585) 586-6870
We’re on the Web!
www.ucpittsford.org
Email us at: ucpittsford@gmail.com
Follow us! @ucpittsford
Find us on the church app!

If you would like a hard copy of the Dialogue
mailed to you, please contact us.
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