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LYDIA IS BAPTIZED 
AC T S  16:1-1 5 

GOAL w To teach children that God guides our steps and the steps of others who are part of His plan 

for our lives. 

Gospel: the story and teachings of Jesus Christ. Literally translates to “good news.”

Evangelist: person who preaches publicly in an attempt to convert people. 

Acts 16:14: As she listened to us, the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul 

was saying.

Ephesians 2:8: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God.

Read Acts 16: 1-15: The Apostle Paul and his friend Silas meet Timothy who joins them as 

they travel to an area now known as Turkey. The Holy Spirit guides the group from town to 

town as they spread the Gospel of Jesus. Paul receives a vision one night of a man calling out 

to him, “Come to Macedonia and help us!” Paul tells his travel companions about the vision, 

and they set off for Macedonia immediately. They arrive in Macedonia by boat, and head 

to Philippi, a Roman colony and one of the larger cities in the area. They stayed in Philippi 

for a few days, and on the Sabbath, they headed out to the river to see if they could find a 

place of worship. They met a group of women there, one of whom was named Lydia. Lydia 

was a merchant who sold expensive purple cloth. She listened to as Paul spoke, and the 

Lord opened her heart, and she accepted all that he had to say. Paul baptized Lydia and her 

entire household. Lydia asked for Paul and his friends to stay with her at her home and be 

her guest. She continued to ask until they agreed to stay with her. 
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• Salvation Starts with God: In this story, the Holy Spirit directs Paul and his friends to 

Philippi and ultimately to Lydia. God, in His providence, prepares a way for those He has 

chosen to be saved.

• Salvation Comes by Hearing: In this story, as Paul preaches the truth of God, Lydia hears 

it and accepts it, salvation comes!

• Salvation Works from the Inside Out: Lydia believed Paul’s message in her heart. That 

faith led her to make an outward declaration of faith through baptism.

Ages 5-7  Reaching for Hearts | Supplies: heart shapes cut out of paper, tape

Tape hearts on the walls of the room high enough that students can’t reach them without 

standing on chairs. Instruct the students to get as many hearts as they can without using 

furniture or help from other students. Once they give up, put the students in groups of at 

least three so they can work together to reach the hearts. The team with the most hearts 

wins. 

Ages 5-10  Protect Me!

Choose two students: one to be the protected, and one to be the enemy. Have the protected 

student stand in the in the center of a group of students who protect the student in the 

center from being tagged or touched by the enemy. When the protected student is tagged, 

new students should be chosen for the roles. Continue until all students have had a chance 

to be either the protected student or the enemy or until the class needs to move on. 

Ages 8-10  Helping Hand

Divide the class into two teams or an even number of teams so that there is always two 

teams against each other. One at a time, members from one team will walk heel to toe 

to the finish line. The other team will have one student who is allowed to run with one 

teammate at a time to the finish line. The team to have all members cross the finish line first 

wins. 
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Acts 16:14: The words that Paul spoke were able to take hold in Lydia’s heart so that she 

could accept Jesus as her Savior. 

Ephesians 2:8: Salvation is a gift that we do not deserve that is available to us because 

God sacrificed His only Son. Faith in Jesus and His sacrifice is what brings us into a right 

relationship with God.

 

Ages 5-10  Hearing is Believing | Supplies: purple construction paper, decorating supplies, 

such as markers, glitter, glue, etc.

Using the purple construction paper, cut out enough ear shapes for each student. Give each 

student a purple ear and have them write on them, “Lydia heard and believed!” Let the 

students decorate their ears however they want. 

• Salvation Starts with God: God prepares and guides us on our journey through life.

• Salvation Comes by Hearing: We should be willing to tell people about Jesus and our 

faith in Him so that more people can hear the Good News and be saved. 

• Salvation Works from the Inside Out: Our faith should move from our hearts to our 

actions.  
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q1a: The area Paul and his friends traveled through is now 

called what?

A1: The area Paul and his friends traveled through is now 

called Turkey.

Q1b: Is a room on the other side of a door with a sign on it that says “DANGER!” a good place 

to play dodge ball? 

Teacher’s Note: What a terrible idea! While we don’t know exactly what kind of danger lies 

on the other side of the door, playing dodge ball in such an environment is a super bad 

call. Signs like this are put up to help keep people safe. On a number of occasions, the Holy 

Spirit told Paul and his friends to avoid certain places. This is likely because the people there 

would have harmed them in some way, and the Holy Spirit warned them of this danger to 

protect them from danger. 

 

Q2a: After Paul told his friends about his vision, how long 

did it take them to leave for Macedonia?

A2: After Paul told his friends about his vision, they left for 

Macedonia right away. 

Q2b: When a parent asks you to do something, how long does it take you to do it?

TN: It is important for us to obey our parents. They take care of us and teach us how to live. 

When they ask us to do something, we should do it as fast as we can. God, through the Holy 

Spirit, was guiding Paul and his friends where to go on their journey. Part of this guidance 

was to keep them safe from harm, and part of it was to lead them to where they would be 

most successful. Paul received a vision, and they left—no waiting around until they were 

rested or when the weather was nice—they just got on a boat and headed to Macedonia. 
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q3a: What was the fastest way to get to Macedonia  

from Troas?

A3: The fastest way to get to Macedonia from Troas was 

by boat. 

Q3b: If walking a tightrope over a cliff will get you to your friend’s house faster than riding 

your bike, would you do it?

TN: Getting to our friend’s house quickly doesn’t seem like the type of thing that would 

make it necessary for us to put ourselves in such a dangerous situation. If riding our bikes 

will get us there in a reasonable amount of time, there is no point in walking a tightrope 

over a cliff. During Paul’s lifetime, sea voyages could be very dangerous. If walking were 

an option, they probably would have preferred it over the more perilous, yet shorter, boat 

option; however, Paul had received a vision from God, and he wanted to get there as soon 

as possible. In this case, Paul decided that it was worth facing the potential danger to get 

to Macedonia quickly.  

 Q4a: Paul and his friends stayed in what city?

A4: Paul and his friends stayed in Philippi. 

Q4b: What is the biggest city you have ever visited?

TN: Let the students answer. Philippi was big for its time, but probably much smaller than 

all of the cities the students listed. 
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q5a: Where did Paul and his friends go on the Sabbath?

A5: Paul and his friends went a little outside of the city to 

a riverbank. 

Q5b: How can you tell if a building is a church?

TN: Let the students answer. There are a number of ways we can tell if a building is a church 

or not, so we would be able to find one if we were out of town and wanted to worship. It 

might sound strange, but, in Paul’s time, finding a river near a big city meant that there was 

likely a place of prayer nearby. The people could wash and purify themselves in the running 

water before entering the synagogue.

 

Q6a: Lydia was a merchant of what kind of item?

A6: Lydia was a merchant of expensive purple cloth.  

Q6b: How much would you pay for a purple suit?

TN: Let the students answer. Unless purple is our favorite color, probably not much. Even if 

purple is our favorite color, it’s probably not something we would wear on a regular basis, so 

we probably wouldn’t want to spend a lot of money on a purple suit. In Lydia’s time, purple 

was the most difficult color to obtain for clothing dye. Purple was something usually only 

royalty or the super rich could afford. Selling purple cloth likely made Lydia quite wealthy.  

QUESTION & ANSWER
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q7a: Who baptized Lydia?

A7: Paul baptized Lydia. 

Q7b: How quickly could you decide whether or not you 

want a new pet?

TN: While our first instinct is to answer, “YES!”, a pet is a big responsibility. We may quickly 

say that we do want another pet, but after we give it some thought, we may decide that 

we really shouldn’t have one at all. Getting a pet is a big decision that shouldn’t be taken 

lightly. Lydia’s decision to follow Jesus was an even bigger decision than whether or not to 

get a pet, and she made her decision really fast. While deciding to follow Jesus is a major 

life-changing event, it is the only decision that is always right, no matter what!

SLIDE 7
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Acts 16:14: As she listened to us, the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul 

was saying.

Ephesians 2:8: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God.

Salvation is available to all who believe.

Father God, thank You for guiding our steps and the steps of those in our lives. Help us to 

obey when You call us. We ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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LESSON TRANSCRIPT

The Apostle Paul traveled all over spreading the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. On one of his journeys, Paul and his 

friends Silas and Timothy traveled through an area that 

is now a country called Turkey. After moving around to 

avoid places where the Holy Spirit told them not to go, 

they ended up in the seaport town of Troas.

That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia 

was pleading with him, “Come over to Macedonia and 

help us!” After Paul told his friends about his vision, they 

decided to leave for Macedonia right away, believing that 

God had called them to preach the Good News there.

 

The fastest way to get to Macedonia from Troas was to 

cross the sea, so Paul and his friends boarded a boat and 

sailed first to the island of Samothrace. From there, they 

continued their journey, arriving in Macedonia the next 

day at Neapolis. 

 

From Neapolis, Paul and his friends traveled a few miles 

farther inland to Philippi, which was a Roman colony 

and one of the larger cities in Macedonia. The group of 

evangelists stayed in Philippi for several days.

On the Sabbath, Paul and his friends went a little way 

outside of the city to a riverbank because they thought 

they would find a place of prayer there. They sat down 

and began to speak with some women who had 

gathered by the water. 
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LESSON TRANSCRIPTLESSON TRANSCRIPT

One of the women by the riverside was Lydia from 

Thyatira. Lydia, a merchant selling expensive purple 

cloth, was a believer who worshiped God. As she listened 

to Paul, the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted his 

message about Jesus and salvation. 

 

Paul baptized Lydia and her whole household. Lydia 

asked Paul and his friends to be her guests. She said to 

them, “If you agree that I am faithful to the Lord, then 

come and stay at my home.” Lydia continued to urge the 

men until they agreed.
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