
Lesson 36 
Celebrating Sovereign Salvation  

Eph 1:3-14 

“God chooses us, not because we believe, but that we may believe…” – Augustine (354-430) 

“Until we are willing to grant that there is no way that God could be unjust to fallen sinful 
creatures we will have serious difficulties with the doctrine of election.” George Zemek  
 
"To make human action the cause of divine blessing is to overturn the whole nature of salvation." 
- Iain Murray 
 
“If any man doth ascribe of salvation, even the very least, to the free will of man, he knows 
nothing of grace, and he has not learnt Jesus Christ aright.” – Martin Luther 

Let us then ascribe the whole work of grace to the pleasure of God’s will. God did not choose us 
because we are worthy, but by choosing us He makes us worthy. – Thomas Watson  

The doctrines of grace humble a man without degrading him and exalt a man without inflating 
him. – Charles Hodge 

There can be no grace when there is no sovereignty. Deny God’s right to choose whom He will 
and you deny His right to save whom He will. Deny His right to save whom He will and you 
deny that salvation is of grace. If salvation is made to hinge upon any merit or fitness in man, 
seen or foreseen, grace is at an end. – Horatius Bonar  

God elects us in order to eliminate all boasting, all self-reliance, all human pride. - G.K. Beale 

The doctrine of predestination promotes humility, not arrogance; assurance, not apprehension; 
responsibility, not apathy; holiness, not complacency; and mission, not privilege. – John Stott 

I am persuaded that the doctrine of predestination is one of the “softest pillows” upon which the 
Christian can lay his head, and one of the “strongest staffs” upon which he may lean, in his 
pilgrimage along this rough road. – Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

Review 

As we prepare to go into a deep study on the amazing doctrine of God’s electing love in Christ, it 
is imperative that we review where we have come lest we forget the biblical and theological 
foundation that has prepared us to really celebrate sovereign salvation. To focus your thoughts, 
ask yourself these questions:  



- Training ourselves to godliness (1 Tim 4:7) will always be personally demanding and involve 
what kind of mindset and means? See 1 Cor 9:24-27; Heb 5:14; Col 1:21-23 for help with the 
mindset and 1 Tim 4:6, 6:3; 2 Cor 7:1; Titus 1:1; 2 Pet 1:3-4 for the divine means that God uses 
to mature us!  

- What does it mean that godliness flows out of what God has said (Ps 1:1-6; 119:1, 9,11; 2 Tim 
3:14-16)?  

- Explain how godliness is driven by the very character of God and how that directly connects to 
the previous statement (1 Pet 1:15-16 c.f. Lev 11:44; Col 3:10; Eph 4:22-24; 5:1-2).  

- How does the fear of the Lord work in helping train ourselves to godliness (Ecc 12:13; Prov 
29:25; Ps 19:19:9; Josh 24:14-15; Isa 6:1-7; 2 Cor 7:1; Heb 12:28-29; Phil 2:12-13)?  

- In what way is godliness ultimately a sovereign gift and sanctifying ramification of the gospel 
(Eph 1:3-4; Col 1:22-24; 3:1-10; Phil 1:6, 2:12-13, 3:12-14; 2 Thess 2:13-14; 1 Pet 1:6-7, 13, 
2:4-5, 2:9; 2 Pet 1:3-10; Heb 12:14; Eph 2:1-10, 4:17-32)?  

- How critical is the connection between 1 Tim 4:7 and 2 Pet 3:18 as we strive for godliness as 
men?  

- What massive danger exists for all believers as it pertains to a pursuit of godliness that ends up 
being simply external (2 Tim 3:5; Acts 5:1-11; Mt 23:1-7; Js 1:19-25)?  

- How do we guard against following a list instead of the Lord, or to say it another way, how do 
we protect ourselves from focusing on the benefits of salvation versus the Benefactor of 
salvation? Consider 2 Pet 3:18; Rom 8:29; 1 Cor 1:30-31; Col 3:1-4, 10-17; Phil 3:7-14!  

So, in our study of the roots of godliness (think of the tree diagram with election, regeneration, 
justification, propitiation, redemption, reconciliation, adoption) we have learned that every one 
of these blessings are ultimately a sovereign work and gift of God’s grace! But there is also 
another very deep connection in all of them that must not be missed that all point in one glorious 
direction. What is it? Hint see Eph 1:3; 2 Cor 5:17-18; 1 Pet 1:3; Rom 3:23-24; 4:24-25; 5:18; 1 
Jn 2:1-2; Col 1:13-14; Eph 1:7; 1 Cor 1:30; Col 1:19-22; Eph 1:5; Gal 4:4-5! This is a huge point 
of protection in our pursuit of godliness that we must never lose sight of because if we miss this 
it will all go wrong (Luke 24:27; Jn 5:39; Col 1:28-29; 3:1-4; 1 Cor 11:23-32; Titus 2:11-15; 2 
Pet 3:18; Rev 22:12-13)!    



Celebrating Sovereign Salvation  

Initial Thoughts on Election  

Sadly, this doctrine has been one of the most misunderstood and misrepresented doctrines in all 
of Scripture. Here are some primary reasons for this problem to consider as you guard and 
prepare your heart to listen and learn from God’s perfect Word: (1) Incorrectly taught or never 
explained! (2) Misconceptions on the person and work of God! (3) Wrong perspectives on the 
nature of man! (4) Inaccurate views on salvation! (5) Incomplete and unbiblical perspectives on 
the nature of love! (6) A fallen understanding of “fairness”; “freedom” and “equality” (7) A 
theology from below instead of from above! (8) An unwillingness to trust God and His Word! (9) 
A lack of disciplined study of the Bible and doctrine! (10) A natural refusal of anything that 
attacks personal autonomy. Can you relate to any of these or identify which ideology or 
perspective you might be susceptible to? Can you think of any others that might serve as road 
blocks or hindrances to our study on this topic?       

1. Therefore, it is critical that we start with a clear biblical perspective about the amazing nature 
of sovereign salvation! See Rom 11:28-36 and explain the primary topic in the broader context 
(Rom 9-11) and what this final doxology (11:33-36) declares both about the topic and our God. 
For help consider these passages Dt 29:29; Ps 92:5; 139:17; 145:3-4; Isa 40:28; 44:7; 55:8-9; Job 
37:26-33; Ps 104:23; Micah 7:18.  

2. So, what should be our response as we consider the nature of our God? How helpful would it 
be to have the perspective of Job as we grapple with this most difficult and glorious doctrine of 
election (Job 42:1-6)?   

3. Read Ps 50:21 and see if you can identify one of the biggest problems with man in the study of 
God?  

4. See how Paul seeks to preempt this kind of perspective in these verses (Rom 9:9; 9:14; 
9:29-21; 9:30; 11:1-6; 11:25-26).   



5. Next, as we begin to think about election, it is also helpful to consider whether God is 
sovereign or not? What do these verses teach us about God (1 Cor 2:7; Eph 1:11; 3:11; Isa 46:10; 
Rom 8:28; 9:11; Eph 1:9; 2 Tim 1:9; Heb 6:17; Acts 2:23; 4:28; Ps 33:11; Isa 5:19; 46:10; Eph 
1:5; Luke 12:32; Phil 2:13; Rom 9:19)?  

6. What is a decree of God and how is election connected to God’s decree? How would you 
describe the nature of God’s decree?  

- First it is (Ps 139:16; Eph 3:11;1 Cor 2:7; 2 Tim 1:9; Eph 1:4; 1:11)?  

- Second it is (Ps 115:3; 135:6; Isa 46:10; 48:14; Phil 2:13; Dan 4:35)?  

- Third it is (Ps 33:10-11; Dan 4:35; Isa 14:27; Job 42:2; Isa 46:10-11)?  

- Finally, you could say that God’s decree is (Rom 8:28; Eph 1:11; Ps 115:3 135:6; Isa 46:10; Job 
37:12-13; Ps 148:8; Matt 5:45; Ps 104:14; Mt 10:29; Ps 104:27; Mt 6:26; Acts 17:26; Ps 22:28; 
Dan 2:21; Prov 21:1; 16:33; Phil 4:19; James 1:17; Prov 16:9; Jer 10:23)?  

7. How does all of this just begin to help you praise God for sovereign salvation, of which 
election is one part (Rom 11:33-36; Eph 1:3-11)?  

8. When growing in the understanding of God’s sovereign choice it is important see this how 
God acts because this is Who God is. While our consideration in this matter of election often 
focuses solely on salvation matters, it is paramount to have a clear conviction from Scripture that 
God has been “choosing” many things, including those who would be saved, from the beginning! 
Read these passages and see if you can discern the breadth of God’s sovereign choice.  

 a. 1 Tim 5:21  

 b. Gen 25:22-23; Rom 9:10-13; Deut 7:6-8; 1 Kings 3:8; Ps 33:12; Mal 1:2-3; Acts 13:17   



 c. Dt 12:5; 31:11; Josh 9:27; 1 Kings 9:3; 2 Kings 21:7 ( 

 d. 1 Kings 11:13; 2 Kings 23:27; 2 Chron 6:6; Ps 132:13; Zech 1:17  

 e. Isa 42:1; Luke 9:35; 23:35; 1 Pet 1:18-20; 2:4-6  

 f. Gen 18:19; Neh 9:7; Rom 9:10-13; 1 Chron 28:4; Ps 106:23; Hag 2:23; Acts 1:24-26;   
 9:15; 10:41  

 g. Ex 28:1; Num 17:5-8; 1 Sam 2:27-28; Dt 10:8  

 h. Dt 17:15; 1 Sam 16:1; 1 Kings 8:16; 2 Chron 6:6; 1 Chron 28:5-7  

 i. Luke 6:13; John 6:70; Acts 1:2  

 j. John 15:16; Acts 9:15; 15:7.  

9. If God has been choosing like this from the beginning, then why is it that man only seems to 
struggle with God’s choice in who will be saved?      

10. How does the truth of God’s sovereignty fuel your pursuit to train yourself to godliness? 

“That God predestines, and yet that man is responsible, are two facts that few can see clearly. 
They are believed to be inconsistent and contradictory, but they are not. The fault is in our weak 
judgment. Two truths cannot be contradictory to each other. If, then, I find taught in one part of 
the Bible that everything is fore-ordained, that is true; and I find that in another Scripture, that 
man is responsible for all his actions, that is true; and it is only my folly that leads me to imagine 
that these two truths can ever contradict each other. I do not believe they can ever be welded into 
one upon any earthly anvil, but they certainly shall be one in eternity. They are two lines that so 
nearly parallel, that the human mind which pursues them farthest will never discover that they 
converge, but they do converge, and they will meet somewhere in eternity, close to the throne of 
God, whence all truth doth spring.” Charles Haddon Spurgeon 


