
Lesson 33 
The Jealous Love of God 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, 
jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the Lord. - 

Song 8:6 

God’s jealousy is not a compound of frustration, envy and spite, as human jealously so 
often is, but appears instead as a literally praiseworthy zeal to preserve something 
supremely precious. - J.I. Packer  

God’s name is the epitome of who and what He is, and He says His name is Jealous. 
Jealousy is not merely a passing mood with God. It is the essence of His person. He 
cannot be other than jealous. Since He is the highest and greatest being there is, 
infinitely holy and glorious, He must be passionately committed to preserving His honor 
and supremacy. He must zealously desire exclusive devotion and worship. To do less 
would make Him less than God. - Richard Strauss 

The Lord very frequently addresses us in the character of a husband…As He performs 
all the offices of a true husband, so He requires love and chastity from us; that is, that 
we do not prostitute our souls to Satan…As the purer and chaster a husband is, the 
more grievously he is offended when he sees his wife inclining to a rival; so the Lord, 
who has betrothed us to Himself in truth, declares that He burns with the hottest 
jealously whenever, neglecting the purity of His holy marriage, we defile ourselves with 
abominable lusts, and especially when the worship of His deity, which ought to have 
been most carefully kept unimpaired, is transferred to another, or adulterated with 
superstitions; since in this way we not only violate our plighted troth [pledged loyalty], 
but defile the nuptial couch, by giving access to adulterers. John Calvin (Institutes, II, 
8:18) 

God's jealousy is a great threat to those who play the harlot and sell their heart to the 
world and make a cuckold out of God. But his jealousy is a great comfort to those who 
keep their covenant vows and become strangers and exiles in the world. - John Piper 

…God’s jealousy, vengeance, and wrath may not be separated from his love and grace. 
They belong to the same God because they are essential to each other…God’s desire 
for his people requires an exclusive relationship. God’s fierce love for us kindles his 
jealously when we give our hearts, souls, and minds to other loves. God’s love also 
ignites his wrath against any who would draw us away from him. If God did not care 
when our hearts are far from him (Isa 29:13) or when we adulterously give our hearts to 
the world (James 4:4), he would not love us… The notion of love without jealously and 
vengeance cannot survive a thorough biblical examination. It is a concept lacking 
passion or power. It is apathy masquerading as virtue. - Gregory D. Cook 



1. Is God jealous, and if so, what does that mean? Ex 20:5; Ex 34:6-7,14; Ex 32:7-10; 
Ex 34:6-7, 14; Deut 4:24, Deut 6:15, 32:16; Josh 24:19; I Kings 14:22; Ezek 16:38; 
Zeph 1:18; 1 Cor 10:22  

2. What or who is God jealous for? Ezek 39:25 with Isa 42:8 & 48:11; Zech 1:14, 8:1-2; 
2 Cor 11:2 

3.  Is there any connection between jealousy and zeal? Isa 9:6; Ps 69:9; Jn 2:17  

4. Consider Elijah’s zeal for the Lord (1 Kings 19:10), and Phinias (Num 25:11,13), and 
Paul (Acts 20:24), and Christ (Jn 2:17)! What were they all zealous for (Jn 4:34)?  

5. What does all this have to do with you (Titus 2:14)? Are you jealous for God and the 
will of God? Do you hate what God hates? Are you zealous for His praise or yours?   

6. Now, consider Numbers 16:41-50 and 25:1-11 and what do you see from these 
examples as it relates to the wrath of God being kindled and being stopped?  

7. What connection is there between propitiation and reconciliation? See Col 1:21-22 



8. How does propitiation all point to and flow out of God’s amazing love even for His 
enemies? See Rom 5:8; 8:31-39; 2 Cor 5:14-21; 1 Jn 4:7-11,19!  

9. How does a better or right understanding of propitiation equip you and encourage you 
to train yourself to godliness?     

“A zealous man in religion is pre-eminently a man of one thing. It is not enough to say that he is 
earnest, hearty, uncompromising, thorough-going, whole-hearted, fervent in spirit. He only sees 
one thing, he cares for one thing, he lives for one thing, he swallowed up in one thing; and that 
one thing is to please God. Whether he lives, or whether he dies—whether he has health, or 
whether he has sickness— whether he is rich, or whether he is poor—whether he pleases man, or 
whether he gives offence—whether he is thought wise, or whether he is thought foolish—whether 
he gets the blame, or whether he gets the shame—for all this the zealous man cares nothing at 
all. He burns for one thing; and that one thing is to please God, and to advance God’s glory. If 
he is consumed in the very burning, he cares not for it—he is content. He feels that, like a lamp, 
he is made to burn; and if consumed in burning, he has but done the work for which God 
appointed him. Such a one will always find sphere for his zeal. If he cannot preach, work, and 
give money, he will cry and sigh and pray…if he cannot fight in the valley with Joshua, he will 
do the work of Moses, Aaron, and Hur, on the hill (Ex 17:9-13). If he is cut off from working 
himself, he will give the Lord no rest till help is raised up from another quarter, and the work is 
done. That is what I mean when I speak of ‘zeal’ in religion.” - J.C.Ryle (Practical Religion, 130) 


