
Lesson 31 
Adoption: The Highest Privilege of the Gospel  

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God— John 1:12 

“Adoption is a greater mercy than Adam had in paradise; he was a son by creation, but here is a 
further sonship by adoption. To make us thankful, consider, in civil adoption there is some worth 
and excellence in the person to be adopted; but there was no worth in us, neither beauty, nor 
parentage, nor virtue… We have enough in us to move God to correct us, but nothing to move 
him to adopt us, therefore exalt free grace; begin the work of angels here; bless him with your 
praises who has blessed you in making you his sons and daughters”.- Thomas Watson  

"If God has adopted you into His family, if you are a child of God, your destiny is secure, it is 
certain. . . . It is a guarantee. If God has taken me into the family I am not only a child, I am an 
heir, and nothing, and no one can ever rob me of the inheritance.” – Martin Lloyd Jones 

"In adoption, God takes us into his family and fellowship—he establishes us as his children and 
heirs. Closeness, affection and generosity are at the heart of the relationship. To be right with 
God the Judge [justification] is a great thing, but to be loved and cared for by God the Father 
[adoption] is a greater.” J.I. Packer 

"The Gospel is not a picture of adoption; adoption is a picture of the Gospel.” ~ John Piper 

Review - Now, we have been learning how to train ourselves to godliness (1 Tim 4:7) by 
growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior (2 Pet 3:18). This 
always starts with saturating your mind with what God has said in His Word. Then you begin to 
learn about who He is in His holy and sovereign character which also clarifies and confronts 
who we are in our sinful dispositions and rebellious desires. However, the hopelessness of that 
sight turns to pure joy as we learn to delight in what God has done in and through the gospel. 
God’s Word, God’s Character, and God’s Grace are the theological weights we are constantly 
lifting as we train ourselves to godliness! We are currently examining what it means to grow in 
our understanding of God’s grace given through the gospel which has led us to meditate on 
specific blessings of sovereign salvation that serve as strong, stable and enduring root system for 
the life and ministry of a godly man. How does a genuine believer live godly in this ungodly 
world? In large part, by continually fertilizing the theological roots of his life in Christ!     

1. Now, we turn to another blessed application of salvation known as adoption! As a helpful 
reminder, look up these Scriptures and consider man’s sad state before salvation (Eph 2:1-3; 5:6; 
Col 3:8; Jn 8:42-44; 1 Jn 3:8-10; Acts 13:10; Col 1:13-14). From these Scriptures, how would 
you describe man’s condition and family ties apart from Christ? 
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2. Read these Scriptures and explain what is another blessed result of the gospel for those who 
repent and believe (Jn 1:12-13; Rom 8:15-17; Eph 1:5; Gal 4:4-7; 1 Jn 3:1-2).  

3. After seeing the biblical reality of “adoption” in those previous Scriptures, read these verses 
and see if you can list out some specific results that will further help you to deepen your delight 
(Ps 37:4) in the Lord (1 Jn 3:1-2; Gal 4:5-7; Rom 8:15-16; 8:23; 1 Pet 1:4; Rev 21:7; Lk 11:1-13; 
12:29-32).  

4. Not only are there awesome privileges vertically but see if you can recognize the great 
blessings of adoption horizontally as you read these verses (Acts 1:15-16; Rom 12:1, 5; Phil 4:1; 
Eph 2:19-22; 4:1-5; 1 Tim 5:1-2; 1 Cor 12:26).  

5. What is a major similarity between justification and adoption (compare Rom 5:1 with Gal 
4:5-6)?  

6. However, what is also a major difference between justification and adoption (compare Rom 
5:1 with Rom 8:23)?  

7. What should our response be as we learn more about our heavenly adoption through the gospel 
of grace (2 Cor 6:18; 7:1; Phil 2:15; 1 Pet 1:14-21)?  

Explain how this awesome reality of adoption helps you train yourself to godliness (1 Tim 
4:7-8)?  
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