
Lessons 18-21 
The Depth of our Disease and Spiritual Death 

Isaiah 64:6 - We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

Introduction: 

“The best preparation for the study of the gospel is neither great intellectual ability nor much 
scholastic learning but a conscience impressed with a sense of our actual condition as sinners in 
the sight of God. A deep conviction of sin is the one thing needful in such an inquiry, a conviction 
of the fact of sin, as an awful reality in our personal experience of the power of sin as an 
inveterate (chronic) evil cleaving to us continually, and having its root deep in the innermost 
recesses of our hearts.” (19th cen Scottish Theologian James Buchanan) 

“On the contrary, as God is holy, all holy, only holy, altogether holy, and always holy, so sin is 
sinful, all sinful, only sinful, altogether sinful, and always sinful. In my flesh, there dwelleth no 
good thing. As in God there is no evil, so in sin there is no good. God is the chiefest of goods and 
sin is the chiefest of evils. As no good can be compared with God for goodness, so no evil can be 
compared with sin for evil.” (Puritan Ralph Venning, The Sinfulness of Sin) 

~ Men, we have been deep in a study on biblical holiness and what it means to personally “train 
yourself for godliness…” (1 Tim 4:7). This study has moved us through seeing the inseparable 
link between pursuing godliness and God’s Word (What God has said), God’s Holy Character 
(Who God is), and what we are about to consider God’s Gospel (What God has done, is doing 
and will do)! Thus, we are preparing to consider the great grace of the gospel that gives the 
believer the gift of positional godliness and the desire and ability to pursue practical godliness. 
Yet, before we can really appreciate and enjoy that marvelous gift of grace in Christ we must see, 
learn, and meditate on the deep need we have for God’s sovereign mercy because of the depth of 
our disease and spiritual death! Hence the two quotes above are practical and powerful in helping 
prepare and point us in the right direction for this study. Re-read them now!  

Homework: 

Last study we left off in Isa 64:6 after considering the declaration of personal “uncleanness” by 
Isaiah himself (Isa 6:5) and how that term was what the leper would call out (Lev 13:45) 
“because of their personal unfitness for fellowship with God and the worshipping community.” 
Now, read Isa 64:6-7 intently and carefully answer these questions: 

1.  How would you describe these verses in a few words?  

-Who is Isaiah writing about here and is there a universality seen in these verses? If so, explain 
where you see it and what it means. 
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-Did you see this in Isaiah 6?  

-The first part of Isa 64:6 speaks of  “defilement” that yields “defiled deeds.” What does that 
mean? What is the reason for Israel’s defilement and where does it come from (see Isa 29:13)?  

-Is there any correlation to this in the New Testament? (See Mt 15:1-20) Explain what Jesus is 
saying when he quotes Isa 64.  

What provoked Jesus to say this and what is the implication then and now?  

2.  As you read the second part of Isa 64:6 ask yourself this question…If the source of all  
 that man does is defiled, can he ever offer to God anything other than defiled deeds that  
 are utterly unpleasing to God?  

-What does Paul mean when he says in Romans 7:18 that nothing good dwells in his flesh? Is 
there any connection here to Paul’s point in Rom 8:7-8?  

-Interestingly, how would Hebrews 11:6 relate to man’s inability to ultimately please  
 God?  

-Read Haggai 2:13-14 and answer this question: what hope does an unclean person  
 have to ever offer to God anything that is “clean” or acceptable? (See also Job 14:4)  

-How does this help you better understand God’s disgust with Israel’s “great” sacrifices in Isa  
 1:10-20 that were a “great” disgrace to God?  
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Now, read and explain what Rom 3:19-20 is actually saying. Again, what hope does any man 
have apart from Christ? 

3. Now, read the third part of Isa 64:6 and explain the deadly consequences of sin in man’s life.  

What does he mean “we all fade like a leaf and our iniquities like the wind  
take us away?  

Do you see any parallels to Ps 1?  

Explain. Now, go over and read Jeremiah 17:1-10 and explain the difference between the man 
who has a heart that turns away from God (Jer 17:5-6) and a man who has a heart that turns 
toward God (7-8).  

Considering the Bible’s commentary on the heart here in Jeremiah (Read also Ps 36:1) and God’s  
searching the heart, what is man’s deepest need? Read Ezek 36:26!   

Least we be confused, is this problem with man’s heart just an Israel thing? I mean most of these 
passages we are reading are dealing specifically with Israel. Read these two passages (Gen 6:5 &  
8:21) and explain what is so clear from these passages about man’s diseased and dead  
heart.  

Consider how that connects to Rom 3:9-18 and help me understand how this  
passage is so clearly universal in its declaration and application. I was once taught that  
this passage was only about the Jews. From this text, write why that statement  
 is totally wrong.  
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 4. There are two deadly results of sin upon the lives of all humanity. Read these passages  
  and tell me in your own words what those are. First universal consequence see Lev 4-6;  
  Ezra 9:6; Ps 18:3, 25:11; Isa 6:7, 53:10; Gal 3:10 Js 2:10.  

How is this first result of sin summed up in Rom 3:19?  

Now this disastrous reality is twofold, which means man’s perilous predicament is worse than 
often realized. Explain how this universal verdict because of sin is universal by decree and 
personal by deed. Read these passages (Rom 5:12-18 & 1 Cor 15:21-22  as well as Rom 3:23, 
6:23, 11:32; Gal 3:22; 1 Kings 8:48; Ps 143:2; Ecc 7:20; Isa 53:6.  

What hope does man have in himself?  

Now consider the second result of sin upon mankind see Gen 6:5, 8:21; Ps 5:9, 14:2-3, 36:1, 
51:5, 94:11; Ecc 9:3; Isa 64:6; Jer 13:23, 17:9; Mt 15:17-19; Jn 3:19; Rom 1:21-32, 8:5-8; 1 Cor 
2:14; Eph 2:1-3, 4:17-19, 5:8; Col 2:13; Titus 3:3!  

What is this second result and how pervasive is it in, and over, man and his faculties…his being?
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