
Doctrinal Statement 

Section A - The Holy Scriptures 

We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the verbally inspired 

Word of God, the final authority for faith and life, inerrant in the original writings, infallible and 

God-breathed. 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 

prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but 

men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20-21 

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 

least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished. Matthew 5:18 

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the 

Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will 

speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. John 16:12-13 

 

Section B - The Godhead 

We believe in the Triune God, eternally existing in three persons -- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit -

- co-eternal in being, co-identical in nature, co-equal in power and glory, and having the 

same attributes and perfections. 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Deuteronomy 6:4 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

Section C - The Person and Work of Christ 

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God, became man without ceasing 

to be God, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, in order 

that He might reveal God and redeem sinful men. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:1-2, 14 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

Luke 1:35 

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through His death on 

the cross as a representative, vicarious, substitutionary sacrifice; and that our justification is 

made sure by His literal physical resurrection from the dead. 

and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 



God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this 

to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished Romans 3:24-25 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 1 Peter 2:24 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 

with the riches of God’s grace Ephesians 1:7 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for 

you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation 

that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-5 

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven and is now exalted at the right 

hand of God, where, as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor, 

and Advocate. 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 

two men dressed in white stood beside them.  Acts 1:9-10 

For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; 

he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Hebrews 9:24 

Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, 

because he always lives to intercede for them. Hebrews 7:25 

Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to 

life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Romans 8:34 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 

have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 

whole world. 1 John 2:1-2 

 

Section D - The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of sin, of righteousness, and 

of judgment; and that He is the supernatural agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers 

into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the day of redemption. 

When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness 

and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to 

righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 

and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

John 16:8-11 

He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of 

the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 2 Corinthians 3:6 

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 

many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit 



into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one 

Spirit to drink. Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 1 Corinthians 

12:12-14 

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of 

God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong 

to Christ. Romans 8:9 

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised 

Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those 

who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. Ephesians 1:13-14 

We believe that He is the Divine Teacher who guides believers into all truth and that it is the 

privilege and duty of all the saved to be filled with the Spirit. 

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak 

on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 

John 16:13 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 1 John 

2:20 

As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need 

anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that 

anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him. 1 John 2:27 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 

Ephesians 5:18 

 

Section E - The Total Depravity of Man 

We believe that man was created in the image and likeness of God, but that in Adam's sin 

the race fell, inherited a sinful nature, and became alienated from God; and that man is 

totally depraved and, of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost condition. 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 

the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and 

over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

Genesis 1:26-27 

This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 

3:22-23 

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and 

in this way death came to all men, because all sinned Romans 5:12 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live 

when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 

spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them 

at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and 

thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. Ephesians 2:1-3 



remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship 

in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without 

God in the world. Ephesians 2:12 

 

Section F - Salvation 

We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace and received by 

personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose precious blood was shed on Calvary for the 

forgiveness of our sins. 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10 

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God. John 1:12 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 

with the riches of God’s grace Ephesians 1:7 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 

redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers,  but 

with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 1 Peter 1:18-19 

We believe that salvation can only be found in the person and work of Christ. 

Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or 

before? It was not after, but before! And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal 

of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is 

the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that 

righteousness might be credited to them. And he is also the father of the circumcised 

who not only are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our 

father Abraham had before he was circumcised. Romans 4:10-12 

We believe that any attempt by sinful mankind to approach a perfect and holy God other 

than through Jesus Christ will result in rejection by God and eternal separation from Him. 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. John 14:6 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is 

not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because 

he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. John 3:16-18 

We believe that our Savior’s death and shed blood made salvation available to the entire 

world. 

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! John 1:29 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 



but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him 

will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. John 4:14 

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:19 

 

Section G - The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers 

We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God's power and are thus 

secure in Christ forever. 

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 

drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of 

him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all 

that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that 

everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will 

raise him up at the last day. John 6:37-40 

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 

and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who 

has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 

hand.  I and the Father are one. John 10:27-30 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, Romans 8:1 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Romans 8:38-39 

I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him 

you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your 

knowledge— because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.  Therefore 

you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 

revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 1:4-8 

who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 

ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:5 

We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation 

through the testimony of God's Word; which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian 

liberty as an occasion to the flesh. 

Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves 

with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful 

nature. Romans 13:13-14 

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the 

sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to 

say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious 



appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 

redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, 

eager to do what is good. These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage 

and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you. Titus 2:11-15 

 

Section H - The Two Natures of the Believer 

We believe that every saved person possesses two natures, with provision made for victory of 

the new nature over the old nature through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit; and that 

all claims to the eradication of the old nature in this life are unscriptural. 

Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 

yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the 

parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. Romans 6:13 

Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live 

according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, Romans 8:12-13 

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the 

sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the 

sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you 

want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. The acts of the sinful 

nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 

and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who 

live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 

such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful 

nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with 

the Spirit. Galatians 5:16-25 

You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is 

being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 

and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

Ephesians 4:22-24 

and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 

Creator. Colossians 3:10 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 

ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: 

“Be holy, because I am holy.”  1 Peter 1:14-16 

But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no 

sin. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either 

seen him or known him. Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who 

does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. He who does what is sinful is of the 

devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of 

God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. No one who is born of God will 

continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, 

because he has been born of God. 1 John 3:5-9 



 

Section I - Separation 

We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not to bring reproach upon 

their Savior and Lord; and that separation from all religious apostasy, all worldly and sinful 

pleasures, practices, and associations is commanded of God. 

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of 

themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 

ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, 

not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God— having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do 

with them. 2 Timothy 3:1-5 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not 

conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 

pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:1-2 

Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind 

not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way. Romans 14:13 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him. For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust 

of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but 

from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of 

God lives forever. 1 John 2:15-17 

Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not 

have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If 

anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your 

house or welcome him.  Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked work. 2 John 

1:9-11 

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness 

have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is 

there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an 

unbeliever? What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we 

are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk 

among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  “Therefore come 

out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will 

receive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says 

the Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves 

from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of 

reverence for God. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 

 

Section J - Missions 

We believe that it is the obligation of the saved to witness by life and by word of the truths of 

Holy Scripture and to seek to proclaim the gospel to all mankind. 

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 



Mark 16:15 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  

Acts 1:8 

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore 

Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:19-20 

 

Section K - The Ministry and Spiritual Gifts 

We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowment of all His gifts; and that the gifts of 

evangelists, pastors, and teachers are sufficient for the perfecting of the saints today; and 

that speaking in tongues and the working of sign miracles gradually ceased as the New 

Testament Scriptures were completed and their authority became established. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, 

but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of 

them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 

common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to 

another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by 

the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous 

powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another 

speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 

All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just 

as he determines. 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

The things that mark an apostle—signs, wonders and miracles—were done among you 

with great perseverance. 2 Corinthians 12:12 

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: 

“When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.” 

(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, 

earthly regions? He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the 

heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) It was he who gave some to be apostles, 

some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 

to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 

up Ephesians 4:7-12 

We believe that God does hear and answer the prayer of faith, in accord with His own 

will, for the sick and afflicted. 

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

given you. John 15:7 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according 

to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know 

that we have what we asked of him. 1 John 5:14-15 

 

 



Section L - The Church 

We believe that the Church, which is the body and the espoused bride of Christ, is a spiritual 

organism made up of all born-again persons of this present age. 

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 

everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in 

every way. Ephesians 1:22-23 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 

to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to 

present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 

but holy and blameless. Ephesians 5:25-27 

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 

many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit 

into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one 

Spirit to drink. Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 1 Corinthians 

12:12-14 

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so 

that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 2 Corinthians 11:2 

We believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches is clearly taught and 

defined in the New Testament Scriptures. 

On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had 

done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. Acts 

14:27 

From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. Acts 20:17 

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I 

know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the 

flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw 

away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never 

stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.“Now I commit you to God 

and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance 

among all those who are sanctified. Acts 20:28-32 

Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a 

noble task. Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, 

temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to 

drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  He must 

manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. (If 

anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of 

God’s church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and 

fall under the same judgment as the devil.  He must also have a good reputation with 

outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. Deacons, 

likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not 

pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a 

clear conscience. They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, 

let them serve as deacons. In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of 



respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. A deacon 

must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household 

well. Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in 

their faith in Christ Jesus. 1 Timothy 3:1-13 

The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left 

unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. An elder must be 

blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not 

open to the charge of being wild and disobedient.  Since an overseer is entrusted with 

God’s work, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given 

to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain.  Rather he must be 

hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 

disciplined.  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so 

that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. For 

there are many rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 

circumcision group.  They must be silenced, because they are ruining whole 

households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of 

dishonest gain. Titus 1:5-11 

We believe in the autonomy of the local church free of any external authority or control. 

In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called 

Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) 

and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 

apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after 

they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. The 

two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed 

from there to Cyprus. Acts 13:1-4 

It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who 

are turning to God.  Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food 

polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from 

blood. For Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in 

the synagogues on every Sabbath.” Then the apostles and elders, with the whole 

church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with 

Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who 

were leaders among the brothers. With them they sent the following letter: The 

apostles and elders, your brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: 

Greetings. We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and 

disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. So we all agreed to choose 

some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul— men who 

have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore we are sending 

Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. It seemed good to 

the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following 

requirements: You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the 

meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these 

things. Farewell. The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they 

gathered the church together and delivered the letter. The people read it and were 

glad for its encouraging message. Acts 15:19-31 

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 



overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 

Acts 20:28 

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea. They risked 

their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 

Romans 16:1, 4 

For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 1 Corinthians 3:9 

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in 

you? 1 Corinthians 3:16 

When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and 

the power of our Lord Jesus is present, hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful 

nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord. Your boasting is 

not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? 

Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast—as you really are. 

For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 1 Corinthians 5:4-7 

God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked man from among you.” 1 Corinthians 

5:13 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and 

one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is 

under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are 

willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording 

it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief 

Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 1 

Peter 5:1-4 

We recognize the ordinances of water baptism and the Lord's Supper as a Scriptural means 

of testimony for the Church in this age. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  

Matthew 28:19-20 

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Acts 2:41-42 

Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many 

of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. Acts 18:8 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night 

he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 

“This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, 

after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread 

and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:23-

26 

 

 



Section M - Dispensationalism 

We believe that the Scriptures interpreted in their natural, literal sense reveal divinely 

determined dispensations or rules of life which define man's responsibilities in successive 

ages.  These dispensations are not ways of salvation, but rather divinely ordered stewardships 

by which God directs man according to His purpose.  Three of these -- the Age of Law, the 

Age of the Church, and the Age of the Millennial Kingdom -- are the subjects of detailed 

revelation in Scripture. 

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. John 

1:17 

If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the 

trust committed to me. 1 Corinthians 9:17 

If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry 

that brings righteousness! For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with 

the surpassing glory. And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater 

is the glory of that which lasts! Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very 

bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites 

from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. But their minds were made dull, 

for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been 

removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, 

a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 

away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into 

his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 2 

Corinthians 3:9-18 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 

written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” He redeemed us in order that the 

blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by 

faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. Brothers, let me take an example from 

everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has 

been duly established, so it is in this case. The promises were spoken to Abraham and 

to his seed. The Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but 

“and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ.  What I mean is this: The law, 

introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by 

God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance depends on the law, 

then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham 

through a promise. What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of 

transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was put 

into effect through angels by a mediator.  A mediator, however, does not represent 

just one party; but God is one. Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? 

Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness 

would certainly have come by the law. But the Scripture declares that the whole world 

is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, 

might be given to those who believe. Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by 

the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So the law was put in charge to lead 

us to Christ[c] that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no 

longer under the supervision of the law. Galatians 3:13-25 



to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all 

things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. Ephesians 1:10 

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me 

for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 

briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery 

of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been 

revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through 

the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, 

and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. I became a servant of this gospel 

by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power.  Although I am 

less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who 

created all things.  His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom 

of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 

Ephesians 3:2-10 

Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 

regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. I have 

become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of 

God in its fullness— Colossians 1:24-25 

(for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we 

draw near to God.  Hebrews 7:19 

He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him 

for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, 

to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were 

ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. I saw thrones on which were 

seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who 

had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of 

God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark 

on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand 

years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) 

This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first 

resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of 

God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. Revelation 20:2 

 

SECTION N - The Personality of Satan 

We believe that Satan is a person, the author of sin and the cause of the fall; that he is the 

open and declared enemy of God and man; and that he shall be eternally punished in the 

Lake of Fire. 

One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also 

came with them. The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”Satan 

answered the Lord, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.  

Job 1:6-7 

How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been 

cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! You said in your heart, “I 



will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned 

on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend 

above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” But you are 

brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit. Those who see you stare at you, 

they ponder your fate: “Is this the man who shook the earth and made kingdoms 

tremble, the man who made the world a desert, who overthrew its cities and would 

not let his captives go home? Isaiah 14:12-17 

After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and 

said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus answered, 

“It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from 

the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the 

highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. 

For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up 

in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered 

him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took 

him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus 

said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 

serve him only.’” Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

Matthew 4:2-11 

Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  Matthew 25:41 

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where 

the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and 

night forever and ever. Revelation 20:10 

 

Section O - The Second Advent of Christ 

We believe in that "Blessed Hope," the personal, imminent pre-tribulation and pre-millennial 

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His redeemed ones; and in His subsequent return to earth, 

with His saints, to establish His Millennial Kingdom. 

Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve 

like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again 

and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 

According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left 

till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For 

the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of 

the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

Therefore encourage each other with these words. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the 

Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of 

the mountain moving north and half moving south. You will flee by my mountain 

valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the 

days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy ones 



with him. On that day there will be no light, no cold or frost. It will be a unique day, 

without daytime or nighttime—a day known to the Lord. When evening comes, there 

will be light. On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern 

sea and half to the western sea, in summer and in winter. The Lord will be king over the 

whole earth. On that day there will be one Lord, and his name the only name. The 

whole land, from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, will become like the Arabah. 

But Jerusalem will be raised up and remain in its place, from the Benjamin Gate to the 

site of the First Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the royal 

winepresses. It will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will be 

secure. Zechariah 14:4-11 

Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the 

hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the 

earth. Revelation 3:10 

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is 

called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing 

fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one 

knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 

Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 

dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with 

which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the 

winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he 

has this name written: King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Revelation 19:11-16 

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and 

holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is 

the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, 

and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore 

until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. I 

saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And 

I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus 

and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and 

had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 

reigned with Christ a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life until 

the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection.  Blessed and holy are 

those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over 

them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a 

thousand years. Revelation 20:1-6 

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 

rescues us from the coming wrath. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 

For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:9 

 

Section P - The Eternal State 

We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life and the unsaved to 

judgment and everlasting punishment. 

Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.  



Matthew 25:46 

Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will 

hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those 

who have done evil will rise to be condemned. John 5:28-29 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?” John 11:25-26 

(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is 

the first resurrection.  Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. 

The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of 

Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. Revelation 20:5-6 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 

opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged 

according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the 

dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and 

each person was judged according to what he had done. Revelation 20:12-13 

We believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present 

with the Lord, where in conscious bliss they await the first resurrection, when spirit, soul, and 

body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord. 

Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, Luke 23:13 

I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. 

And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for 

Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his 

image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to 

life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life 

until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are 

those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over 

them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a 

thousand years. Revelation 20:4-6 

We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home 

with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8 

I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 

Philippians 1:23 

who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 

transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. Philippians 3:21 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will 

rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 

We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conscious misery until the 

second resurrection, when with soul and body reunited they shall appear at the Great White 

Throne Judgment, and shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to suffer 

everlasting conscious punishment. 



There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 

every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and 

longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his 

sores. The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s 

side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he 

looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to him, 

“Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 

water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.” But Abraham replied, 

“Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides 

all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to 

go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.” Luke 16:19-

26 

Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me 

nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and 

you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in 

prison and you did not look after me.” They also will answer, “Lord, when did we see 

you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not 

help you?” He will reply, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the 

least of these, you did not do for me.” Then they will go away to eternal punishment, 

but the righteous to eternal life. Matthew 25:41-46 

and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the 

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will 

punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of 

the Lord and from the majesty of his power 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 

And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own 

home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on 

the great Day. In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns 

gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of 

those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. Jude 1:6-7 

If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than 

with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. And if your foot causes 

you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and 

be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to 

enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into 

hell, where “their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.”  Mark 9:43-48 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from 

his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, 

standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, 

which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as 

recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and 

Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according 

to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The 

lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of 



life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:11-15 

 

Section Q – Statement on Marriage and Sexuality 

We believe the term “marriage” has only one meaning and that is marriage sanctioned by 

God which joins one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in 

Scripture. 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 

and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the 

birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  Genesis 

1:27-28 

So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, 

he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God 

made a woman from the ribs he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the 

man.  The man said, “This is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 

called ‘woman', for she was taken out of man.”  For this reason a man will leave his 

father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. Genesis 

2:21-24 

We believe God intends sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and a woman who 

are married to each other. 

But at the beginning of creation God “made them male and female.” For this reason 

a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 

become one flesh.  So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has 

joined together, let man not separate.  Mark 10:6-9 

We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in 

outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. 

“Everything is permissible for me” – but not everything is beneficial.  “Everything is 

permissible for me” – but I will not be mastered by anything. “Food for the stomach 

and the stomach for food” – but God will destroy them both.  The body is not meant 

for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  By his power God 

raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.  Do you not know that your 

bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and 

unite them with a prostitute?  Never! Do you not know that he who unites himself with 

a prostitute is one with her in body?  For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.”  But 

he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  Flee from sexual immorality.  

All other sins   a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against 

his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in 

you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at 

a price. Therefore honor God with your body. I Corinthians 6:12-20 

We believe that any form of sexual immorality, such as adultery, fornication, homosexuality, 

bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, pornography or any attempt to change one’s sex, or 

disagreement with one’s biological sex, is sinful and offensive to God. 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 

and female he created them. Genesis 1:27 



Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.  Do not have sexual 

relations with an animal and defile yourself with it.  A woman must not present herself 

to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion. Leviticus 18:22-23 

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of 

impurity…  Ephesians 5:3a 

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Colossians 3:5 

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of the church as the local 

Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the church members and the 

community, it is imperative that all persons employed by the church in any capacity, or who 

serve as volunteers, should abide by and agree to this Statement on Marriage and Sexuality 

and conduct themselves accordingly. 

We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their 

sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 

with the riches of God’s grace… Ephesians 1:7 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. I John 1:8-9 

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and 

dignity.  Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be 

repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of the church. 

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in 

hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need. 

Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice 

with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one 

another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do 

not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in 

the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone. Romans 12:10-18 

Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, 

be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with 

blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. I Peter 3:8-

9 

 

Ordinances 

We recognize two ordinances of the Church for this age -- the Lord's Supper and Water 

Baptism.  They are not to be regarded, however, as a means of salvation, nor as a means of 

grace by which special merit is obtained. 



The Lord's Supper 

This ordinance shall be observed at least once each quarter and as often as the pastor and 

elders shall decide on special occasions.  All who have accepted Jesus Christ as personal 

Savior and are walking in fellowship with the Lord shall be welcome to join in this service -- 

unless they are under the discipline of the church, as defined in Article VI, Section D. 

In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm 

than good. In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there 

are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. No doubt there have to be 

differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval. When you come 

together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, for as you eat, each of you goes ahead 

without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another gets drunk. Don’t you 

have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate 

those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you for this? Certainly 

not! For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the 

night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat 

this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Therefore, 

whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 

guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine 

himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and 

drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 

himself. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have 

fallen asleep. But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. When 

we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be 

condemned with the world. So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, 

wait for each other. If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you 

meet together it may not result in judgment. And when I come I will give further 

directions. 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

 

Water Baptism 

When administered by this church, baptism shall be by immersion at the request of those 

who have personally acknowledged Christ as Savior and Lord.  This ordinance shall not be a 

requirement for membership in this church. 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 

“Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the 

chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip 

baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly 

took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way 

rejoicing. Acts 8:36-39 

“Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have 

received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. Acts 

10:47-48 



I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one 

can say that you were baptized into my name.(Yes, I also baptized the household of 

Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not 

send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest 

the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 1 Corinthians 1:14-17 

 

Affiliation 

Georgetown Bible Church is not governed by any denomination. We are an independent 

church governed by a board of Elders and Deacons who are elected yearly by the 

congregation. We are affiliated with the Independent Fundamental Churches of America. 
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