
Mark 1:9-13 – In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. Immediately 
coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; and a voice came 
out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.” Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the 
wilderness. And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels 
were ministering to Him.

JESUS WAS BAPTIZED (Mark 1:9)

John 1:29-34 – The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ I 
did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.” John testified saying, “I have 
seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me 
to baptize in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who 
baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

Matthew 3:13-17 - Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. But John tried to 
prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit 
it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him. After being baptized, Jesus 
came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a 
dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

1.  Jesus was identifying with humanity
2.  Jesus was committing Himself to us
3.  Jesus was an example for us 

JESUS WAS EMPOWERED  (Mark 1:10-11)

Isaiah 64:1 – Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, That the mountains might quake at Your presence.

Luke 4:17-21 – And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it 
was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to 
proclaim release to the captives, And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set free those who are oppressed, To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.” And He closed the book, gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this 
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Philippians 2:5-11 – Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

JESUS WAS TEMPTED  (Mark 1:12-13)

CONCLUSION
Three applicational points that we can extrapolate from our text today:

1.  We must IDENTIFY with the PERSON of Jesus 
2.  We must RECEIVE the POWER of Jesus
3.  We must RECOGNIZE the PATH of Jesus 

© 2021 • July 31/August 1, 2021 sermon notes by Pastor Ben Dixon • Northwest Church in Federal Way, WA

Sermon Notes
Series: Mark - On Mission With Jesus

THE HEAVENS OPENED
SESSION 2


