
1 John 2:12-17 – I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His name’s sake. I am 
writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because 
you have overcome the evil one. I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. I have written to you, 
fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are 
strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. Do not love the world nor the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and 
also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

THE WORLD IS A BROKEN AND GODLESS SYSTEM

1 John 2:15 - Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

John 3:16-17 – For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be 
saved through Him.

1.  The earth

Acts 17:24 – The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands.

2.  The human race (John 3:16-17)

3.  The broken and godless system (1 John 2:15, 1 John 5:4, Romans 12:1-2)

1 John 5:19 – We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

Ephesians 6:12 – For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

THE WORLD IS ACTIVELY SEEKING OUR DESTRUCTION 

Romans 12:2 – And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may 
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

1.  The lust of the flesh 
2.  The lust of the eyes
3.  The boastful pride of life

WE ARE TO OVERCOME THE WORLD 

1 John 5:4 – For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1.  How have you seen the ways of the world influence the life that you live?
2.  In what ways are you influenced and tempted by the ways of the world?
3.  What are some things you have done or can do to actively overcome the influence of the world?
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