
As we study Scripture, we often find that our Biblical heroes not only did great things for God but they did so in very 
difficult times. When some people experience difficulty and suffering they ask the question, “Where is God?” Other people 
walk through the same troubling times and ask the question, “God, what do you want me to do?” How can two people 
walk through the same season or the same difficulties and have such a different response? Well, I think this has less to 
do with our situation and more to do with our disposition. God has called us into holiness which simply means that our life, 
no matter what it looks like, is set apart for the purposes of God to bring as much glory to God as we possibly can. As we 
study our text today, I believe we will receive strength and encouragement to live a holy life before God which can change 
everything. 

2 Timothy 2:15-26 – Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of 
earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will 
be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. Now flee from youthful lusts and 
pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. But refuse foolish and 
ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels. The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be 
kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God 
may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from 
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.

UNDERSTANDING HOLINESS FROM THE BIBLE

Hebrews 10:10 – And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Romans 12:1-2 – Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

1 Peter 1:14-16 – As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but 
like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, “You shall be holy, 
for I am holy.”

FIGHTING FOR HOLINESS IN AN UNGODLY WORLD

PRINCIPLES FOR LIVING A HOLY LIFE BEFORE GOD 
1.  Our holiness before God equals our usefulness to God (Psalm 24:3-4)
2.  The people who flee are the people who are free
3.  We pursue righteousness with the righteous 

4.  Our holiness before God focuses our life on reaching people for God

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  How would you define holiness?  Do you live a holy life before God?
2.  Why is it important to live a holy life?  What happens when we don’t?
3.  How is God calling you to set yourself apart so He can use you in greater ways?
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