
“ARE WE THERE YET?”  |  ACTS 28   |   PASTOR BRIAN 

WARM-UP QUESTION: 

What's your favorite story, in real life or in media, about a travel delay?

“Maltese Healing Process” -  (Acts 28: 7-10) 

Paul and his companions heal their host and several others on the island, taking care of their physical needs. What are 

ways to find out about the needs of others around us today? What are ways to try and meet those needs? 

“All Roads Lead to Rome ” -  (Acts 28: 11-16) 

When Paul gets closer to Rome, he was encouraged to see believers already there and for some to travel far to meet him. 

What are ways today God uses people to go the extra mile to encourage other believers? 

“Turn Limitations Into Victory” - (Acts 28: 17-31) 

Paul’s imprisonment and chains limit his freedom, but also launch his ability to share with people who are interested in his 

situation. What is a limitation on your freedom lately? Are there ways for it to become a launchpad to share God’s love? 

REFLECTION QUESTION: 

This last chapter in Acts ends abruptly, suggesting the story isn’t over. The God is still active and acting in the world 
today and like the apostles and Paul, people get to participate in spreading the gospel. How active have you been lately 
in supporting missions? What would need to change in your life to be more of a participant in spreading the gospel? 
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Acts 28:7-31                 2-28-21 

Are We There Yet?  
I. Slide1 Announce: 

A.Slide2-5 Larry: Blood. Ministry Opp. Events/App. Missions Prayer. 
B. Slide6-20 Lar Interview Sophie/unbound books. 

II. Slide21a Intro: Title: Are We There Yet? 
A.I hear Paul asking, Are we there yet? (Rome) [Slide21b elephant meme]. 
B. Slide22 See Map: We left off with Paul’s snake bite, & because he didn’t drop dead, 

he’s a murderer or is he a god? Paul shook it into the fire, as we need to w/any 
thing that bites us.  

III. Slide23 MALTESE HEALING PROCESS (7-10) Read 
A. Publius the governor of the island entertained them for 3 days. 

1. Paul was able to heal his father (aka, Papa-Publius) from fever & 
dysentery as well as help many others on the island. 
a) Weird, should it have been Dr. Luke that did the healing? 

B. (8,9) 2 different words for healed in vss.8,9. 
1. Healed iaomi (ἰάοµαι/eeOWmy) - to heal. 
2. Cured Therapeuo (θεραπεύω/theraPEWo) - to treat medically. [LKGNT, pg.343] 

a) This may infer Luke was involved in Paul’s healing ministry. Perhaps by 
using natural means to cure the people & not only supernaturally.  

b) But what ever the subtleties, the Lord was using them, to minister to the 
physical needs of the people, as a sign of His power & the truth of the gospel. 

IV. Slide24a ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME (11-16) Read 
A. (11) After 3 months the weather was favorable to be able to continue their journey. 
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1. 3 months of healing for the lives of Paul & his shipmates, but also for the 

lives of the Maltese natives. 
B. Slide24b Twin brothers - On the front of the bow was Zeus’s mythical sons, Castor 

& Pollux. 
1. Supposed to be protectors of navigation & guardian of sailors. 
2. Said to have been taken up into the sky, so that 2 stars in the 

constellation Gemini (Twins) are called by their names. 
C. Slide24c (13,14) Puteoli - Land ho! We made it. The grueling sea adventure is over. 

1. Are we there yet? Sorry Paul, still not there yet. Rome still lays 120 miles 
north by land. 

2. But look at the spread of Christianity, a church here in Puteoli (14). 
D. (15) Some believers traveled as much as 40 miles to greet & encourage their visitor 

… How far would we go to encourage a fellow believer? 

V. Slide25a TURN LIMITATIONS INTO VICTORY (17-31) Read  
A. Paul taught from dawn to dusk [from morn to eve] (23). Paul was thorough from 

cover to cover [from Law to Prophets] (23). Paul shared from heart to heart [by 
trying to persuade/convince ] (23,24). Paul moved from Jew to Gentile (25-28). 

B. Slide25b Paul was a prisoner in Rome from 61-63 (During that time he wrote 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, & Philemon) [aka, the prison epistles] 
1. From 63-65, he was free to minister, & he wrote 1 Timothy & Titus.  
2. Imprisoned again in 66, wrote 2nd Tim. He was martyred in late 66 or 

early 67 
3. As Paul wrote in prison, so others devoted waiting time to profitable 

writing that has blessed many. eg. John Bunyan imprisoned in Bedford 
jail, wrote a major portion of Pilgrim’s Progress. Martin Luther was shut 
up in the Castle of Wartburg & translated Bible into German. 

C. Christianity started as an underdog in societies eyes, and in the governments eyes. 
So why now in 2021 do we as Christians try to control everything through politics? 
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1. Slide25c I like Chuck Swindoll’s take, Sometimes there is victory, often 

there is defeat, but always there is hope - the hope to which we cling, 
for which we fight, & with which we will someday win. 

D. Slide25d Paul’s chain? Whatever your limitation, like Paul it can become your 
platform for the gospel. 
1. He couldn’t go to the people, but the people came to him. 
2. He couldn’t unchain himself, but he could look across his cell & use the 

Roman Soldier as an object lesson like when he penned, put on the full 
armor of God. 

3. He couldn’t change what others say about him, he simply tells the truth. 

VI.Slide26a THE END OF THE BEGINNING (wrap up) 
A. What an abrupt ending. We are left with a cliffhanger. But, it’s really not an 

ending. It’s written as though there was a sequel. There is a sequel … it’s your life!  
1. Slide26b Your life is Acts 29. We are Acts 29.  
2. We are ending the story, but we also are entering the story.  
3. You and I get to participate in the story of Acts now. 
4. At the end of Acts, we see the beginnings of this worldwide movement, 

of people worshiping the risen King from Nazareth. 
5. Slide26c We are in it all the way up to the end of Revelation, where God 

puts a period on it. Surely I am coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.           period 

6. Remember we haven’t just been studying history, but we have been 
invited into the story, and expected to continue its mission. 

7. So how do we best continue the mission?     
a) Sophie found hers with the Rohingya. Where or w/whom will you find yours?  

B. Slide27a Pour yourself out for the King … until you see the King.  
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1. Did Paul end up seeing Caesar? Did he go to Spain? Disneyland?      
2. Paul was likely released around 62,63 A.D. and resumed his ministry.  
3. It’s believed he traveled to various places (Macedonia, Asia, and perhaps 

even to Spain) where he visited his churches, and wrote 1st Timothy and 
Titus before being arrested. According to some historical documents his 
re-arrest was in 67 which was when he wrote 2nd Timothy. And according 
to tradition was beheaded, by order of the Emperor Nero. 

4. Slide27b Listen to what he said in that last postcard. 2 Tim.4:6-8 & 16-18.  
a) 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that 
day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing … 

b) 16 At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May 
it not be charged against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and 
strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed 
and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 
18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into 
his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

5. Well, the Lord brought Paul safely to Rome, and eventually brought the 
war-torn apostle to His heavenly kingdom. And He will bring all who are 
His there as well. 
a) Pour yourself out for the King…until you see the king. So until we see 

the king, Keep fighting. Keep believing. Keep running/the race.  
b) And when you see Him, you won't regret having served Jesus faithfully 

until your dying breath.  
c) And one day we will stand before Him, with Paul and all the saints, 

from every tribe and tongue and nation. 

C. Slide28 Pop Quiz:   
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1. Is world missions the responsibility of all Christians, or only those to 

whom He calls to actually Go?  
2. Is Missions the ultimate reason the Lord has left the church on earth?    
3. Have I ask God to burden my heart with the lost?  
4. Do I need some training so that I can confidently share the gospel?  
5. Do I need some training regarding the cause of world missions?  
6. When was the last time I read a missionaries biography?  
7. Do I regularly pray for world missions?  
8. Do I give sacrificially towards world missions?  
9. If God directs, would I go on a short term mission trip when things open 

back up? 
10.What about me? Am I committed to the great commission? 

D. Prayer: Lord help us to press on & bring Your good news to our neighbors in 
Murrieta to Madagascar. Help us to be unashamed, unafraid, unhindered, & 
unbound. 

E. Keywords: Paul, Rome, limitations, victory, prison epistles, Acts 29.
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