
 

“PAUL B4 FELIX, FELIX B4 PAUL”  |  ACTS 24   |   PASTOR BRIAN 
 
 
 
WARM-UP QUESTION: 
What’s your favorite crime drama or courtroom scene in a movie or tv show? 
 
 
 
 
“The Prosecution” -  (Acts 24: 1-9) 
Tertullus the lawyer flatters the Governor Felix and slanders Paul. What makes flattery and slander so effective and 
tempting? How can people avoid stooping to using them? 
 
 
 
 
“The Defense ” -  (Acts 24: 10-21) 
Paul says in verse 16 that he works hard to live with a “clear conscience toward both God and men”.  What does it look like 
to live in our society today with a clear conscience like that? 
 
 
 
 
“Guilty Governor ” - (Acts 24: 22-27) 
Gov. Felix stops Paul as he’s sharing about Christ because he’s afraid/convicted. What are other reasons people don’t want 
to hear the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
REFLECTION QUESTION: 
This chapter has 3 contrasting characters: a deceitful lawyer, a corrupt governor and a courageous prisoner. Notice 
corruption and deceit lead to power and wealth, and courageous faith leads to persecution. Which character would you 
say you are most like lately? Have you asked God lately to give you courage to follow him? 
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Acts 24                         1-17-21 

Paul B4 Felix & Felix B4 Paul 
I. Slide1 Announce: 

A.Slide2-6 Lar: MOMS. Ladies. Counseling Class. CG. Murr Food Pantry.  
B. Slide7 C@R: Today 3-5pm. January is National HT Prevention Month so we will 

be discussing the topic of prevention as well as praying for JM10. 
C. Slide8 JM10: Sunday, Jan. 31st, at both services. Our theme this year comes from 

Amos 5:24 Let Justice Roll. I will be sharing thoughts about God’s heart for justice, 
and then our guest speaker this year will be Dr. Sandra Morgan, Director of the 
Global Center for Women and Justice at Vanguard Univ. In Dec. 2019 she was 
appointed Co-Chair of the Public-Private Partnership Advisory Council in 
Washington DC. She was telling Kelly, she has learned so much by being at “the 
table” with these leaders. We are excited to hear all she has learned and what role 
we can play in the fight against injustice. 

D.Slide9 Wed Nite: James 2 
E. Slide10 I had the opportunity to enjoy a week away by myself. It was a sabbatical. 

Realizing I’m made in the image of God w/such potential but also realizing I’m 
made from dust thus w/much limitation. I was learning how to practice rest. 
Realizing God wanted my attention. Not attention to do something, just His 
attention. You hear of your walk with God, never your run with God. Jesus our 
Unhurried Savior.  
1. It’s Eugene Petterson’s paraphrase of Mt.11:28 Are you tired? Worn out? 

Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover 
your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with 
me-watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay 
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll 
learn to live freely and lightly.” 

F. Analogy: You are the cup of hot water, and the intake of Scripture is the tea bag. 
Having my devotions each morning is like one dip of the tea bag into the cup. Some 
of the teas  flavor is absorbed by the water, but not as much as would occur with a 
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more thorough soaking of the bag. Daily reading, studying, memorizing God's word 
are represented by additional plunges of the teabag into the cup.  
1. But a sabbatical is like immersing the bag completely and letting it 

steep, until all the rich tea flavor has been extracted and the hot water is 
thoroughly infused reddish brown. 

II. Slide11 Intro: Paul B4 Felix & Felix B4 Paul 
A.We left off in Acts where there was a plot to kill Paul, but it was found out & foiled.  

1. Paul made it safe up to Caesarea, not only because he was protected by 
2 centurions, 200 soldiers, 70 horsemen, 200 spearman to guard him, but 
more importantly because God promised it (read 23:11). Paul now is 
awaiting his 1st Roman trial. (Paul gives 5 defense speeches: 2 in Jer. 3 in Caesarea) 

B. Vance Havner used to say, Wherever Paul went there was either a Riot or a Revival. 
C. In this chapter we have great courtroom drama. (dun dun, Law & Order) 

III. Slide12a PAUL B4 FELIX (1-21) 
A.THE PROSECUTION (1-9) 
B. Tertullus - a hired high-powered lawyer [think Bull]. Jerusalem’s best hot-shot 

attorney representing his Jewish plaintiffs. 
C. Slide12b (2-4) Nauseating Flattery [these Jews hated the Roman Gov’s. Felix 

succeeded Pilate] 
1. Flattery appeals to our pride. 

a) If we didn’t flatter ourselves, others could not successfully flatter us.   
b) The problem - We really want to believe what they say. A flatterer is a man 

that tells you your opinion, and not his own. 
2. (2) Reform…brought to this nation? Then why did it take 472 soldiers to 

take 1 man 65 miles, in the last chapter? 
3. Napoleon said, He who knows how to flatter also knows how to slander. 

And so Tertullus gives 3 counts of slander (5-8)  
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D. Slide12c (5-8) 3 False Charges: We have found this man a plague. 

1. A Personal Charge - he stirs up riots (or, he’s an insurrectionist) [big n news 2day]   
a) Tertullus knew Rome wouldn’t stand for unrest, sedition, insurrection. 
b) This was a lie but an effective charge.   

2. A Political Charge - coupled Paul w/Messianic Movements.   
a) Tertullus knew Rome wouldn’t stand for another false messiah hysteria uproar 
b) This was a lie but an effective charge.   

3. A Doctrinal Charge - he was a defiler of the Temple.    
a) Note: He didn’t say he did profane the temple but that he tried. 
b) This was a lie, but an effective charge.   

E. (9) The lawyer’s last weapon, he calls false witnesses to the stand. 

F. And what was Paul doing during all of this? It was time for self-control & silence.  
A time to stand on God’s peace. And then it was Paul’s turn for the defense.  
1. Contrasts: Tertullus was very general. Paul is very specific. Tertullus used 

flattery. Paul used proper formality/a brief praise-to-the-bench, and truthfulness. 

G.Slide13 THE DEFENSE (10-21)  
H. Regarding Tertullus (10-16) my religious record is clear 

1. (15) Having a hope in God  - in the hymn The Solid Rock it says, When 
darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace … 
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 

2. Slide14 (16) So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward 
both God and man. MLKjr said, Cowardice asks the question - is it safe? 
Expediency asks the question - is it politic/wise? Vanity asks the 
question - is it popular? But conscience asks the question - is it right? 
And there comes a time when one must take a position that is neither 
safe, nor politic, nor popular; but one must take it because it is right.  1

a) Slide15 Illust: Photoelectric Smoke Detectors have an internal switch 
triggered by a beam of light. As long as light is received unbroken by the 
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photo-sensitive receiver, the detector is quiet. But if smoke or moisture or an 
insect obstructs the beam for even a split second, the alarm sounds.   

b) Our conscience resembles such an alarm. When sin obstructs our connection 
with the light of God's Spirit, the conscience signals us that there's life-
threatening danger.     2

I. Regarding The Asian Jews (17-19)  my civil behavior is blameless 
1. Slide16 (19) Here’s the formula: no witnesses = no evidence =  no convictions 

J. Regarding The Jewish Council (20,21) my personal message is the issue (res) 
K. The Defense Rests: The court recessed until Commander Lysias could come to 

Caesarea to testify. 

IV. Slide17a FELIX B4 PAUL (22-27) 
A.COURT ADJOURNED (22,23) 
B. (22,23) Though his enemies couldn’t prove their accusations, Paul didn’t go free. 

1. Yet, this was the safest place for Paul...in prison. 
2. You may not understand why God would let lie’s triumph, but leave it in 

His hands…the final judgment rests w/Him. 
C. But have some liberty – meaning he was not put into the common jail or kept in 

close confinement. He had limited freedom in the palace. 

D.Slide17b GUILTY GOVERNOR (24-27) 
E. Paul puts Felix on the stand of a higher court.     
F. Drusilla Devile – [needed backstory] daughter of Herod Agrippa the 1st. She was 

barely 20 yrs old at this time. She had been married to Azizus, king of Emesa (Syrian 
ruler) when she was only 16 going on 17. But Felix, w/the help of a Jewish magician 
named Atomas, had seduced her from Azizus & persuaded her to marry him.  
1. It is no wonder when Paul presented him w/the high moral demands of 

God he was alarmed/intense fear/terrified.  3
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G. Drusilla’s family was very involved in The Way. Her great grandfather tried to kill 

Jesus in Bethlehem (babies). Her great-uncle killed John the Baptist. Her dad 
killed the apostle James/and was eaten by worms ch.12. And Drusilla herself died 
exactly on Aug.24th, 79AD (eruption of Vesuvius, in Pompeii). 

H. Slide17c Felix knew he was guilty.   
1. The gospel does have ethical & moral implications. This started to get 

too close to home for them. Felix stopped the sermon.    
2. Not only was Felix’s mind informed (22), but also his heart (vs.25 afraid) 

And yet he was not willing to obey the truth. 
a) It’s obviously not enough to know the facts about Jesus or have an emotional 

response to a message. You must be willing repent of sin & trust the Savior. 
b) Jn.5:39,40 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 

eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about ME, 40 yet you refuse to 
come to me that you may have life. 

I. Slide18 When Paul got audience what was most important to speak to them regarding?  
1. About faith in Christ Jesus - All OT Scriptures were about Him.  

Jesus said, Moses wrote about ME. Before Ab was I Am. Ab rejoiced to 
see My day. Paul’s saying, I believe the Scriptures, that Jesus fulfilled 
them, & you should too.  

2. About righteousness (a standard determining what is in conformity to 
justice, law, or morality as given by God) - not about mistakes/
weaknesses/inherited tendencies/faults/or errors, but SIN. 
a) A Holy God demands righteousness, and the good news is, He also 

provides it, for those who trust in Jesus!    
3. About self-control (especially sensual desires) - Today man can control 

just about everything except himself.  
4. About coming judgment - We must do something today about 

tomorrow's judgment. Jesus is either your Savior or Judge?     

J. Slide19a Procrastination    
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K. One of the problems of procrastinating salvation is … the next time truth comes 

your way, who says a conviction is going to come with it?  
L. There’s a story about a meeting in hell. Clarance Macartney (www pg.128) 

Satan called his 4 leading demons together and commanded them to think up a 
new lie that would trap more souls.  
1. “I have it!” one demon said. “I’ll go to earth and tell people there is no 

God.” “It will never work,” said Satan. “People can look around them and 
see that there is a God.”  

2. “I’ll go and tell them there is no heaven!” suggested a second demon, 
but Satan rejected that idea. “Everybody knows there is life after death 
and they want to go to heaven.”  

3. “Let’s tell them there is no hell!” said a third demon. “No, conscience 
tells them their sins will be judged,” said the devil. “We need a better lie 
than that.”  

4. Quietly, the fourth demon spoke. “I think I’ve solved your problem,” he 
Slide19b said. “I’ll go to earth and tell everybody … there is no hurry!”  
a) Satan doesn’t have to convince us to reject the truth just to put it off.   

    
M.The convenient time to be saved is now. 

1. 2 Cor.6:1,2 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a favorable time I 
listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”  
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

2. Is.55:6,7 Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while 
He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; 
And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 
a) The best time to trust Jesus Christ is now!  And the best time to tell others 

the Good News of the Gospel is now!  

N. Keywords: Paul, Felix, Drusilla, procrastination, court, flattery, false charges, 
prosecution, defense, faith, righteousness, self-control, coming judgment, salvation.
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